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President's Report

Oneida Lake Association
APRIL 1993

As many of you are aware, this will be
my last time addressing the OLA mem-
bership asthe President. Although some
of you would think that this would be an
appropriate time to look back on the
accomplishments of the OLA while |
was President, | believe that it's a better
time to look forward to the the results of
these pastaccomplishments. Infactthe
best opportunity for that overview to
occur will be at the Oneida Lake Asso-
ciation Annual Meeting.

The annual meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April21, 1993 at Henninger
High School located in Syracuse. The
stage has been set for our members to
be enlightened on a number of OLA
accomplishments that should bring
about favorable results pertinent to the
future of Oneida Lake. First, you will
hear from various OLA Directors on
such topics as the association's sus-
taining membership enroliment, the
organization's financial stability, the
impact the directors' communication
efforts have had on the regulatory com-
munity and Oneida Lakes' importance
in getting its fair share of enforcement,
funding and respect as a highly valued
New York State resource. In addition,
the OLA Director updates will be fol-
lowed by presentations from: NYSDEC
on the newly completed Walleye Hatch-
ery which is prestigously located on the
shores of Oneida Lake; CornellUniver-
sity Research Station on what should
be a promising season for our fishing
community; Assemblyman Michael
Bragman on the significant progress
made towards securing funds for the
Southshore Boat Launch as well as the
actual funding and/or improvements at
other Oneida Lake access points.

Yes, if you attend this meeting, you will
hear for yourself that the Oneida Lake
Association has progressed in many
directions inthe lastfew yearsand more
importantly that our members and other
lake userswillbeginto reapthe rewards
from those past success stories. If you
are unable to attend this meeting | en-
courage you to read this bulletin from
cover to cover so you can get a feel for
the Organizations' past accomplish-
ments or better yet, future rewards.
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Since the OLA Directors have worked
diligently on many of these issues, they
deserve a great deal of credit for the
successes. The current OLA Board
structure and quality of the Directors
makes my departure both easy and
difficult. Certainly, it is easy to turn the
reigns over to the next OLA President
knowing that the organization is finan-
cially sound, has a decent membership
enrollment and has a dedicated Board
of Directors thatbrings various attributes
to the table. However, it is equally as
difficult in my letting go of the Presi-
dency when knowing that the individual
Directors' attitudes, fortitude and will-
ingness to go beyond the norm to get
things accomplished has the tendency
to make the OLA President "look so
good".

| personally anticipate that the OLA will
continue to operate in a very similar,
business type format which we have
found to be effective. The next OLA
President and | will work together, very
closely, to ensure that the organization
does not miss a step in the road leading
to the ultimate objective of preserving
as well as enhancing Oneida Lake and
its environs.

In closing, | would like to thank the
general membership for allowing me
the oppurtunity to serve as President of
the Oneida Lake Association. Without
the support from our members the OLA
would not exist, therefore, you must
continue to encourage your friends to
join. Also, as inthe past, please remem-
berthat ONEIDA LAKE is your lake and
it sould not be taken for granted, as it is
up to ALL of us not only to enjoy it, but to
protect it and respect it as well. It is
supporting the ideas and values of the
Oneida Lake Association (founded in
1945) that will assure the future of this
valued resource for many generations
to come.

Patrick A. Leone, Jr.
OLA President

Meeting of County Lake

Associations to be Held

by Russell Nemecek
The Onondaga County Water Quality
Management Agency (WQMA) is or-
ganizing a County Lakes Association
meeting which willbe comprised of rep-
resentatives from the active lake asso-
ciations in Onondaga County. These
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include, in addition to the Oneida Lake
Association (OLA), include Cross,
Otisco, Skaneateles and Otisco lakes.
Intended to serve as a subcommittee to
the WQMA, the Countywide Lake Asso-
ciation will provide an avenue to identify
lake managementconcerns and issues
that all of our County lakes have in
common as well as those that might be
unique to a specificlake. The exchange
of non-technical and scientific informa-
tion will be enhanced. Potential man-
agement and remediation projects and
potential funding sources can be mutu-
ally identified. Formation of the
Countywide Association will also foster
communication and coordination with
the eighteen county Water Resourses
Board whichadministersthe Finger Lake

(continued on page 4)
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Walleye Recruitment Excellent
for mid 90's

by Captain Tony Buffa

Oneida Lake, New York's premier
walleye fishery is in line to receive a
new crop of young walleyes. The
hatchery comes fromthe state's capital
projects program and the walleyes are
a gift of nature.

This spring, hatchery personnel at the
Constantia site will take and process
eggs for walleye production aftera one
year hiatus. In '92, while construction
crews demolished the old hatchery the
usual spring rite of walleye egg collec-
tion and production did not occur. This
could have had a negative impact on
the lake's supply of its most preferred
predator (walleye) but it didn't. Fortu-
nately natural spawning conditions and
other factors necessary for good wall-
eye survival, created the ideal environ-
ment for two very good year classes of
up and coming walleyes.

The 1991 year class has had remark-
able survival and growth. These wall-
eyes are presently in the 12 inch range
and will become 15 inches by 1995.
The most impressive statistic is their
quantity. They willadd around 600,000
legalsize walleyesto ouralready stable
population of 450,000 walleyes which
are 15 inches or greater. Imagine, by
1995 a walleye lode of 1,000,000 plus
and an angling community poised for
the pleasure it will provide.

If you think that's good news. Con-
sider this-the 1992 year class has be-
gun with equally as good a count of
young of the year. They entered the
winterseason measuring6inches. The
benchmarkfor excellent winter survival
is 7 inches. There will probably be
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some losses due to predation by older
walleyes, but | expect this year class to
come through with some solid recruit-
ment as well.

It all looks so positive. Our walleye
fisheryis healthy and very stable through
the 90's; and all at a time when other
fisheries are experiencing problems
with their forage supply and basic car-
rying capacity. Timing is so important;
and it looks like we hit a homerun this
time with the time delay between the
demolition of the old hatchery and the
construction of the new. It appears as
though our walleyes haven't skipped a
beat.

Does allthis mean that we need to wait
until the '95 or '96 season before expe-
riencing good walleye angling opportu-
nities. Absolutely not! Forget the wall-
eye opener of '92. I'm sure we can all
remember the frustations fraught upon
us by uncooperative walleyes. That
was then, this is now. Considering that
the fall fishery and winter fishery for
walleyes was very upbeat, and that the
catches were normal to very good, we
should remain optimistic for opening
day (May 1, 1993).

With 400,000 plus legal size walleyes
available and a noticeable lack of giz-
zard shad we should have the "scales"
(no pun intended) tipped in our favor.
The walleyes | handled this fall and
winter had a more normal fat content
than what | saw last spring. At the
beginning of last season, walleyes had
an inordinate amount of fat for their
body mass and really didn't need to
feed as frequently as we would have
liked. | expect to see walleyes aggres-
sively feeding during the post spawn
period. If we have an early spring with
good warming factors, walleyes might
even be more lake oriented.

Whether we have ideal conditions or
not, | anticipate the Oneida Lake wall-
eye opener with a special fondness
born out of the love of a lake which has
provided me and many others with
countless hours of happiness and
tranquility. See you there on opening
day; and have a safe and successful
season.

Amended New York
State Navigation Laws

The New York State Navigation Law
has been amended effective Novem-
ber 1, 1992 to address the following:

VESSEL NOISE

(1) A level of 90dB is set for vessels
when subjected to a stationary sound
level test. A second test limits vessels
to 75dB while in operation. Operating,
and giving permission to operate a ves-
sel that exceeds these guidelines is
now in contradiction to the law.

(2) It is illegal to operate a vessel with
an altered muffler, or a muffler cut out
and the sale or manufacture of vessels
that cannot comply with the above
guidelines is banned.

(3) Officers may request that vessels
submit to atest at their discretion. Ifthe
vessel fails to meet the standards, the
officer may order them to cease opera-
tion of the vessel until the deficiencies
are corrected.

(4) Penalties provide for fines not to

exceed $50.00 for the 1st offense, not
to exceed $250.00 for each subse-
quent offense.
SPECIAL PROVISION FOR MUEF-
FLING SOUND OF EXHAUST ON
MOTOR BOATS OPERATED IN
SALMON AND ONEIDA RIVERS AND
ONTARIO BAY

Section 44-6 A person operating a
vessel on Salmon River or on Ontario
Bay within Oswego county, oron Oneida
River within Oswego and Onondaga
Counties, propelled by gasoline, naph-
tha orother substances, without having
the exhaustfromthe engine runthrough
amuffler so constructed and usedas to
muffle the noise of the exhaust in a
reasonable manner, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor.

The penalty for a 1st offense shall be
afine ofbetween $100.00 and $250.00,
imprisonment of notmore than 15 days,
orboth. A subsequent offense within a
24 month time period shall carry a pen-
alty of between $200.00 and $350.00
and/or imprisonment of not more than
45 days. A third offense within a 24
month time period shall carry a penalty
of between $500.00 and $750.00 and/
or imprisonment of not more than 90
days.

RECKLESS OPERATION AND
SPEEDING

Section45 The penalties forreckless
operation have been modified to in-
clude revocation of a persons privilege

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)
The New York State Navigation Laws

to operate a vessel, and that vessels
registration.

Operators are also required to ob-
serve a reasonable speed at all times.

YOUTH OPERATION

Section 49.1 The minimum age at
which someone may operate a vessel
without having completed a safety
course has been raised to 18 years.
BOATING WHILE INTOXICATED

Section 49-a 2 et seq.

ABILITY IMPAIRED No person shall

operate a vessel while their ability is
impaired by alcohol. Blood alcohol for
impairment is between .05 and .09
percent.
The penalty for a 1st offense shall be a
fine of between $250.00 and $350.00,
imprisonment of not more than 15 days,
or both. Subsequent offenses within a
5 year span shall carry a penalty of
between $500.00 and $1,500.00 and /
or 30 days. In addition the operators
privilege to operate a vessel shall be
suspended for six months.

INTOXICATION No person shall op-
erate a vessel while in an intoxicated
condition. Blood alcoholforintoxication
is .10 percent or above.

The penalty for the 1st offense shall be
fines ranging from $350.00-$500.00
and/or ninety days in jail. Subsequent
violations within a 10 year period have
escalating penalties.

The operator will also have his or her
privilege tooperate avessel suspended
for one year and up.

SECTION 79 ENFORCEMENT BY
COUNTIES

Some changes are made in this sec-
tion regarding eligibility for state aid. In
addition, it provides for the creation of
an "l Love New York Waterways" pro-
gram which will include measures for
boating safety, accident prevention,
education, and the implementation of a
BWI program.

All fines and penalties imposed for
a violation of Article Four of the Navi-
gation Law are to be deposited by the
State Comptroller into the "I Love
New York Waterways" fund. These
funds will then be available for dis-
bursement to assist eligible govern-
ment entities with their boating safety
programs,
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Progress at the Oneida Fish Hatchery!

by Richard T. Colesante, Senior Aquatic Biologist

i

By the time this article is read, the first
walleye egg take in the new hatchery
should be complete. At the present
time, early February, the building is
enclosed and the roof is in place. Actu-
ally, brick panels are being put on the
outside of the block building. Twenty
four of the thirty two rearing units are in
place. Major pieces of equipment,
recirculation pumps, oxygen genera-
tors, boilers and filters are being in-
stalled. Airlines, brine shrimp distribu-
tion systems, and vacuum waste lines,
are in place.

RIDEHRING
B88

The expected completion date is be-
tween March 15, and April 1. As most of
you know, the walleye run will begin
around the last week in March if ice out
is early. Ificeoutislate, (e.g. in April)the
walleye spawning run will begin at that
time. We expect hatchery crews to be
working amid construction crews dur-
ing this Spring. In addition, site work,
including road grading and surfacing,
will probably not be done by Spring. If
these situations arise, we may have to
deny visitors access to the sitefor safety
purposes. Watch yourlocalnewspaper
for information regarding visitor access

tothe hatchery. Large numbers of small
walleyes should be in the hatchery thru
September. Visitors will be welcome
when construction is complete. There
should be a lot to see; so plan on a visit.

Election Of Officers

Inaccordance with By-Law Amendments
passed at OLA's 1990 Annual Meeting,
the Nominating Committee has nomi-
nated the following persons to serve as
officers and directors.

OFFICERS
President.................... Joseph Mastriano
Vice President.................. Amold Armani
Vice President.................. Robert Chabot
Vice President............. William Schriever
Treasurer: s ... ... Edwin Olmstead
Secretary. ... Robert Gang lii
Assistant Secretary............... Carl Preske

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term: April 1993 - April 1996
Richard Colesante
Charles J. Engel, Jr.
Patrick A. Leone, Jr.

Earl Pearson
Kurt Snyder
Walter Stewart

Nominations for officers and directors will
be held open until (3) days prior to the
Annual Meeting - that is, until April 18,
1993. A petition, that is to be signed by at
least fifty (50) OLAmembers in good stand-
ing, may state the name of a member or
members the petitioners wish to nominate
as officer or director. The petition must be
served on any present OLA officer no later
than three (3) days before the Annual
Meeting. It willbe mandatory thatthe names
on any such petition be placed on the list
with the persons nominated by the Com-
mittee, all in alphabetical order, for election
at the Annual Meeting.

OLA's Secretary will make the member-
ship list available for inspection by an OLA
active member on request.

(continued from page 2)
Meeting of County Lake Association

Aquatic Vegetation Control Grant Pro-
gram. Formation of such a countywide
lake association entity was also recom-
mended in the County 2010 Plan pro-
duced by the Syracuse Onondaga
County Planning Agency to serve as a
guide for future development and infra-
structure expansion in Onondaga
County.
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Fast Cats on Oneida
Lake: Hobie Fleet 204

by Boat Works/South Bay Sails
Anyone spending time atthe West End
of Oneida Lake has noticed the colorful
sails of Hobie Cats streaking across the
water. More likely than not, the sailor
and his/her catamaran are members of
Hobie Fleet 204.

Calling Oneida Lake their home since
1975, this group of sailors consists of
over 40 boats and 100 members.

Oneida Lake has proven to be an
excellenttraining groundforone design
Hobie racing. This evidenced by the
Fleet's excellent racing record at all
levels of competition. Local Hobie sail-
ors have captured High Points Honors
(North American Hobie Class Div. 16)in
the highly competitive 16 foot class for
the pastfive years. This level of sailing
prowess is also carried into the other
Hobie classes, such as the 17 footand
the 18-SX classes. This past sailing
season Oneida Lake Hobie Cat Fleet
204 sent two teams to the National
Championships in Bear Lake, Utah and
three teams to the World Champion-
ships in Guadeloupe, FWI.

This racing camaraderie is best evi-
denced at The Fleet's Thursday evening
race series. Every Thursday evening
on South Bay Fleet 204 runs races for
all local Hobies. This is a great oppor-
tunity for the new or less experienced
sailors to take advantage of the knowl-
edge of the A-Fleet Pros. Tips and
encouragement flow freely on these
evenings, a 6:00 pm start, racing and of
course, apres-race socializing. Hobie-
ing on Oneida is truly a family affair with
crews age ranging from 3 to 69. Em-
phasis is on participation and learning.
Hobie Fleet 204 has been hosting what
has become one of the largest regattas
in the Northeast, The Madcatter. This
race and social event held at Oneida
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Shores Park has become the favorite of
many East Coast sailors. Thisyear, the
1993 Madcatter was given the honor of
being chosen as the Northeastern
Championships, a National Qualifying
Regatta. On May 23-25 one hundred
plus Hobies of all classes will partici-
pate, with the first place boat in all A-
Fleets qualifying for their respective
National Championships. Some of the
bestcatamaran racersonthe East Coast
will be on hand for this one. Come on
out and enjoy the FUN!!!

Racing is not the only activity for Fleet
204. Get-togethers on Fisherman's Is-
land, rallying the lake end to end (How
about the length of Oneida Lake in one
hour, in a SAIL BOAT! That's Hobie
fast!) Cook-outs, trailering to some of
the most beautiful sailing spots in the
East. The list goes on and on!

Hobie Fleet 204 meets every second
Tuesday of every month at Borio's Res-
tauranton Lakeshore Rd. These meet-
ings plan social events, sailing instruc-
tion, putting the Madcatter together and
a host of other activities. Want more
info? Call Boat Works/South Bay Sails
458-8523 or Tom or Susan 452-0273.

Godfrey Point...

Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow
by William Schriever

Oneida Lake has the distinction of
being host to the first state owned boat
launch site in New York State. Godfrey
Point is that site.

In 1955, the State of New York pur-
chased from Ellis and Edith Hamilton,
26.68 acres in the Town of Vienna,
Oneida County, known as Godfrey Point.
The purchase price was $6000.00. In
1956 (things moved alotmore quickly in
those days) a 30 car trailer boat launch
facility was constructed. The cost to
build it was $9,000.00.

For 37 years the launch ramp, shore
line, protected lagoon and picnic areas
were used by thousands of boaters,
fishermen and picnicer's each year.

In 1986, NYSDEC surveyed ALL New
York State boat launch sites. The fol-
lowing quotation is taken fromthe report
on Godfrey Point. "This very spacious
facility serves the largest totally inland
lake in New York State. Itis only margin-
ally adequate as is, but could be greatly
improved. Given the lakes size its great
significance as the states premier wall-

eye Fishery, and its history of extensive
and intensive management, justification
is very strong.” Taken from "Strategic
Plan for Modemization of DEC Ac-
cess Facilities" 1987.

Now, after 37 years of service, DEC has
embarked on a 3 phase $687,000 reha-
bilitation program which will make God-
frey Point a premier recreational site.

s 7 AR
3 e
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Phase I reconstruction, which is NOW
under construction by George F. Yager
Construction Company, Inc., willinclude
the ramp area developmentand stream
diversion (to prevent silt build-up in
launch area) and the installation of alu-
minum floating docks. The expanded
bay will provide tie-up space for about
eight boats and the choke point into the
lake will be widened to 30' at low water.
The ramp pitch below the low water line
will be increased to 20% and extend
sufficiently to prevent prop scour from
becominga problem. Instead of install-
ing sheet piling on each side of the
ramp, the East side will simply be graded
back to accommodate the expansion
and protected with heavy stone to the
high water mark. Leaving one side
sloping will serve to damper any wave
action that may be directed toward the
ramp or reflected off ofthe piling. Dredg-
ing would only be completed to the end
of the new bulkhead at this time.

Phase Il will include a breakwater to
mitigate the heavy wind and wave ex-
posure, shore protection, and exten-
sive dredging to provide unobstructed
access to Oneida Lake through season
of use. The breakwater will also serve
to maintain the dredged channel and
provide additional tie-up space during
peak use.

Phase lll, the parking lot expansion
will provide enough capacity to effi-
ciently park 58 car and trailer units with
a small additional area for cars only.
Launch prep and tie-down areas are
also provided. Either an aerobic-di-
gesting toilet or port-a-john slab and
enclosure will replace the existing vault
type toilet.
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The OLA Annual Meeting at Henninger High School

On Wednesday, April 21, the OLA
will hold its 48th annual meeting at the
Henninger High School auditorium.
Note that this is a change of location
from our usual meeting site. Doors
will open at 6 p.m. Early attendance is
encouraged so that you can enjoy our
numerous exhibits.

This year's list of exhibitors will in-
clude Jack Henke, noted Oneida Lake
historian. He will be on hand to collect
data for his new book, so bring your
Oneida Lake memorabilia for show and
tell. He will also be selling books which
he has authored. Skip Wells with
Berkley products will be there, as will
Capt. Gerry Bresadolaand Tony Noce
with Lowrance depthfinding equipment.
Robbie Birchler will have a display of
Daiwa rods and reels along with an
assortment of lures from Luhr Jensen.

Joe Prince, of Prince Mastercraft will
be on hand with his display of Super Ski
planer boards and accessories. Dom
Bello, founder of Islander Lures will
have his productline on display. Fredon
Sports Ltd. of Syracuse willbe on hand
and provide you with an opportunity to
buy at discount prices. Capts. Daryll

by Tony Buffa

and Connell Raate will be demonstrat-
ing and selling the "Fisherman's Knot-
Tying Tool". They will also be selling
logo patches related to hunting and
fishing. Capt. Ray Brown will represent
Storm Lures and answer your ques-
tions regarding his proven walleye troll-
ingtechniques. Bill Kirchbaum, retired
chief of Region 7 DEC will have infor-
mation on procedures for securing
shoreline alteration permits from both
the Army Corps and the DEC.

While at the meeting, you will be able
to register for the annual Cicero Lions
Club Walleye Derby, which forthe sec-
ondtime will include extramoney prizes
for those derby winners who are also
members of the OLA. Association mem-
bership renewals and signups will be-
ginat6:15. You need not be a mem-
berto attend, but only members will
be eligible for the drawing of FIVE
$100.00 checks.

Thisyear's meeting willbegin promptly
at7:00 P.M.andashortbusiness meet-
ing will ensue. Tom Chioti, senior
aquatic biologist with NYSDEC will give
the "state of the lake" address detailing
the status of Oneida Lake Walleye,

Yellow Perch and Gizzard Shad. Dr. Ed
Mills, a senior research biologist at the
Shackleton Point Field Station will pro-
vide an update on Zebra Mussel infes-
tation in Oneida Lake. Assemblyman
Michael Bragman willbe in attendance
and inform the membership on the
progress and status of projects affect-
ing Oneida Lake. Dr. Lars Rudstam,
research biologistand Dr. John Forney's
replacement at the Shackleton Point
Field Station will be introduced to the
membership.

We are sad to acknowledge that Bill
Merchant, (a.k.a. "Granny Groove" or
Bert Grumpis") will not be with us at this
year's annual meeting. Bill died this
past winter. He had been the master of
ceremonies for the past consecutive 20
meetings, and we are surely going to
miss him dearly. A "Tribute to Bill Mer-
chant"willbe a partof our meeting. The
meeting will then close with the draw-
ing for the cash and distribution of door
prizes.

This year's meeting should be
both fun and informative; so bring
your family and friends.

48th ANNUAL MEETING

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION
OLI & APRIL 21, 1993

MEETING AGENDA
6:00 p.m............ DOoOIS OPEN...ccooc oo Exhibits on display
6:30.p:M. s Membership renewals
700 pm... = Calltoorder,. o e S R Tony Buffa
705 PIM.co BUSINESS MEETING
Treasurer's Report........ccoccevevviiiincecnnennn. Ed Olmstead
Membership Report........cccccoevvencnn. Marsh Naumann
PresidentsiRepoirt. s et nl L iaiieeaT Pat Leone
Election of Officers & Directors.......... George Angeloro
730 pim.ciis Tribute to Bill Merchant................cccoiiiiiiiiineen. Bob Ripberger
740 p.m............ Introduction (Dr. Lars Rudstam, Biological
Field Station, Shackleton Point).................... Tony Buffa
7:50-pimsisim "Oneida Lake: Projects Update" ........................ Assemblyman,
Michael Bragman
8:00 p.m............ "New Hatchery Operations”..........c.ccccceuenen. Richard Colesante
8.5 pimi. L "Walleye, Yellow Perch & Shad Update"................... Tom Chioti
830 pImis 5t "Zebra Mussels-Muscling Their Way".............cc........ Dr. Ed Mills
8:45p.m........... Lions Club Fishing Derby/OLA.........ccccceeeieene George Angeloro
8i55 pih= iz Drawing (FIVE $100.00 checks)..........cccoouuvveiicveinnnnns Bob Gang
9:00:p:Mm... =i Drawing 105 dO0n PHZE S it ivn i gty et ions Bob Chabot
Bill Schriever
Arnold Armani
Walt Stewart

ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE.......Tony Buffa (Chairman) & Bob Ripberger
Page 6

DIRECTIONS TO

HENNINGER HIGH SCHOOL
600 Robinson

Midler/New Court

]
m

Lamson

Jame

Glencove

Burnet

L Burnet

E. Fayette

E. Genesee

Westcott

Q
&

2 SYRACUSE
UNIVERSITY

S. Salina

Montana,

Midland Ave.
Garfield/State

Broa

Lancaster

Colvin

3,
ttingham
()
0\\

Comstock

Oneida Lake Bulletin



Terns, Gulls and
Cormorants Compete

for Space
by Kurt Snyder

Several species of birds and their
habitat have been studied on Oneida
Lake in recent years. One specie in
particular, the common tern (Sterna
hirundo) is the focus of a joint program
ofthe New York State DEC, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and Cornell
University. The purpose of the pro-
gram is to study nesting competition
and restore tern nesting habitat. Sites
around the lake where the programis in
effect are often marked with bouys that
have black and white terns. The signs
also caution visitors to avoid disturbing
the birds during their spring and sum-
mer nesting periods.

Through the early 1960's the tern was
the dominantbird inmany ofthese sites.
During the mid sixties, various species
of gulls began to increase their nesting
activity. And in the eighties, the compe-
tition for nesting space was dramati-
cally increased by growing numbers of
cormorants. The cormorant population
on Oneida Lake probably results from
the expanding number of birds in the
Henderson area of Lake Ontario. Some
sources estimate there are 100,000
cormorants around Gull and Galoo is-
lands, nearly 40% of the entire U.S.
population. No small surprise that
Oneida Lake has a spring and summer
group of 250 cormorants and a fall mi-
grating group in excess of 1000 birds.

What a surprise to many is the dietary
data on the Oneida Lake cormorants
that was gathered during the 1992 tern
study program. The data indicates that
the 250 resident cormorants consumed
7.4 tons of walleye, preferring fish 7 to
8inches long. They also consumed 6.2
tons of 2Zyearoldperch.Yes, morethan
65,000 walleye and 125,000 perch
were in the diets of the 250 resident
cormorants during 1992.

The information has generated inter-
est and questions from various groups
of people. Of course, the OLA s staying
involved and we expect to have more
information onthe tern rearing program,
the resident and migratory cormorants
and other wildlife species and how they
impact the lake.

Oneida Lake Bulletin

Three Mile Bay
Wildlife Management
Area . . .Wetlands

In excess of one hundred acres of
flooded wetland was lost on the
northshore of Oneida Lake when a
longstanding beaver dam was re-
moved (naturally or by man)three or
four years ago. This occurred on the
NYSDEC, Three Mile Bay Wildlife Man-
agement Arealocatedon McCloud Road
in the towns of West Monroe and
Constantia.

Prior to dewatering, this area supplied
extensive nesting and nursery habitat
for waterfowl and other wading birds. In
addition, many other creatures (frogs
andturtles) resided here. Duringthe fall
and spring, thousands of ducks used
this flooded area. Mallards, widgeon,
gadwalls, blue and green wing teal,
black ducks and ringnecks were com-
mon fall migrants. The natural setting
and living creatures that used the area
was astounding. Extensive recreational
opportunities were also present in the
area, including bird watching, big and
small game hunting as well as water-
fowl hunting.

The beavers have tried to re-establish
this long standing dam but have been
unsuccessful. Smallerdams have been
established upstream, but they have
not backed up enough water to re-es-
tablish the habitat that was lost.

This wetland, existing on New York
State land, has been dewatered for a
number of years. DEC recognizes the
need to re-establish this wetland, but it
is a low priority project on a state wide
basis. The previous dam, maintained
bybeavers,lastedinexcessof15years.
We do not know the estimated cost of
the project proposed by the Region 7
DEC unit. We suspect it is significant.
We would like to suggest an interim
measure (quick and cheap) to reflood
this area, while waiting for a more per-
manent water control structure at some
future date.

The Oneida Lake Association will con-
tinue to lobby in hopes of moving this
project to a higher statewide priority. At
that, it still may take years under the
present governmental fiscal restraints.
In the meantime, we hope DEC will
examine this situationandpossibly gen-
erate a short term, interim, solution.

BIRDS OF

ONEIDA LAKE
Habitat for Wildfowl

submitted by Robert J. Gang II1

In the summer, children and adults
enjoy feeding mama mallard and her
brood of ducklings. When the ducks
swim by for one of their daily visits, look
out, as the kids will drop their toys and
offer corn or any bread available in the
house. Amid the peals of delight from
the children, the ducks will cautiously
swim towards the bits of white thrown
their way, edging closer and closer to
the short shots thrown by the children.
Eventually the bigger, more aggresive
ducklings will gobble up the lion's share
as the smaller, more timid ones are left
to fight over the occasional long throws
that fall their way.

This is such a common occurence,
that it is hard to believe that not many
years ago the mallard was justan occa-
sional migrant seen only in the spring
and fall on Oneida Lake. Historically,
the most abundant duck species on the
lake was the American Black Duck.
This change of predominant species is
a direct result of the change of habitat
that has occurred on the lake over the
years. While there are still black ducks
onthelake, theirnumbers have steadily
diminished. The black duck is a shy
duck and does notthrive near the pres-
ence of man. As Oneida Lake's shore-
line developed, the black duck popula-
tion declined.

Back in 1900, about 26% of Oneida
Lake's shoreline had been developed
for residential housing. Fifty percent
was still undeveloped forestland, 3%
farmland and 21% was wetland. Ducks
breedingon the lake in 1930 included at
least 6 species: The American Black
Duck, Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged
Teal, Wood Duck, American Mergan-
serandthe Red Breasted Merganser. It
is interesting to note that the early
records for our most common duck, the
mallard, show sightings to be a rare
occurance.

By 1960, developed shoreline had
increasedto 39%. Forestland comprised
of 33%, farmlands had increased to
12% and wetlands were reduced to
16%. It was about this time that the

mallard started to replace the Black
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)

Duck as the predominate species on
the lake. In addition to a natural move-
ment of wild mallards to the area, the
species was introduced to the lake
through stockinf efforts of individuals
and various sportmen's clubs such as
the C.N.Y. Wildfowlers. The mallard
proved to be much more aggresive and
tolerant of man than the black duck.
Able to nest in close proximity to shore-
line dwellings, the mallard gradually in-
creased in numbers tofill the void leftby
the declining black duck population.
There are possibly 8 species of ducks
and one of geese breeding on the lake
today. According to the Atlas of Breed-
ing Birds in New York State, there is
confirmed breeding of the Mallard,
American Black Duck, Mallard x Black
hybrid and the Wood Duck. The orni-
thologists who conducted the survey
believe that there is probable breeding
of the Hooded Merganser, Green-
winged Teal, Northemn Pintail and Ca-
nadian Geese. The Atlas also shows
possible breeding of the Blue-winged
Teal. In addition, evidence exists that
the Old Squaw is nesting on the lake as
a pair were sighted by naturalist, Doug
Whitman on June 24th, off of Toad
Harbor.

While we cannot do much for the
black duck, we can help those species
that do nest around the lake today. Like
any otherspecies,our ducksneedcover
from preditors to successfully nest. Any
stretch of shoreline where the grass is
allowed to grow is a potential nesting
site for mallards and mallard x black
hybrids. You can help contribute to the
ducks' nesting success along Oneida's
shoreline by using one of these three
methods:

3. Set up a nesting tripod. Nesting
tripods or platforms have the potential
to be utilized by the most waterfowl
species. They have also been recom-
mended for use by the DEC along the
shoreline of Big Bay. At the Tonawanda
WMA, natural nest success rates were
found to be as low as 4%. In compari-
son, ducks used 53% of nesting tripods
deployed by the DEC. Of these 61%
resulted in successful broods. While
tripods can be placed on land, they are
best placed over water from one and a
halfto three feetdeep. On Oneida Lake,
a nesting platform would have to be
placed high enough above the water to
be safe from waves. The bottom should
be anchored to prevent the structure
fromfalling over. Ifatripodis used outin
the open, acovershouldbe placed over
themto protectthe ducklingsfromavian
preditors.

For those who have property covered
by low-lying woodlands near water,
nesting boxes for wood ducks and
hooded mergansers would be appro-
priate. All ofthe above described projects
should be finished with a bed of tightly

UPPER SIDE %2

LUMBER

,/_~SPACING BLOCKS\ 5
T

TOE-NAILED SPIKE

SIDE 1 FRONT LOWER SIDE #2

JAR POST

F—————

packed hay. Once a breeding pair
successfully uses any of these nesting
structures, there is a good chance that
they will reuse it the next year.

Whatever your situation, if your shore-
line or property is appropriate, consider
putting up some nesting habitat. As the
accompanying diagrams show, nesting
platforms and boxes are easy to build
from scraps. Your children will love you
forthe ducks you help. If you like to feed
the ducks, please use cracked corn or
special feed available at any feed store.
While ducks love bread, it is not very
nutritious for them. Corn is a natural
food and better for the ducks.

There will be additional nesting plat-
form, wood duck box and blue bird
house plans and literature available at
the OLA annual meeting on April 21st.

Those of you who would like to build
some nesting boxes but can't make the
meeting, please send a self addressed
shipping envelope with two stamps to:
Robert Gang :
7009 Lakeshore Rd.
Cicero, N.Y. 13039.

USE 3 WOODEN
MOUNTING I%
BLOCKS

DRILL PILOT
OLE FOR
NAILING BLOCK.
TO POST

SIDE

12" ROUND
HEAD STOVE
BOLTS OR
METAL SCREWS

36" MIN. ABOVE WATER

ONEIDA LAKE WATER LEVELS

January 1, 1992 to January 1, 1993

1. Set out a three-sided wooden box T Sl S e
in the grass or shrubbery far enough on s : LRl j
shore to be protected from rough H
weather wave action. 371.5 / \\r\ 4 B

2. Build a waterfow! nesting barrel = J Tyt l’w_;\yj\f\ et
made out of a 2 foot section of 12 inch SR oy e >
stove or furnace pipe. Leave both ends = o i j\}n\] i
open for mallards and blacks, enclose & ( 2 * ‘\9\
one end for wood ducks and mergan- 4 700 f\\ll
sers. Paint the cylinder a dull color and 54 [ ! \j\i
bolt in a horizontal position to a post 6 big 0 H\ £
foot high. You should protect your nest 369.0 :
site against racoons and opposums by \/
placing a preditor guard 4 feet above Loy s = i :

Jan —Mar 01 —May 01 —Jul 01-Sep O1-Nov  0f-dJan

the ground.
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Fishing For
Home and Auto Protection ?

<
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fﬁ(/(/eﬁ %'%?‘D: = :F.l‘l;;
GET MET. IT PAYS.®

Richard J. Groll
Property & Casualty Specialist

Insurance for your
Home, Auto and Boat

(315) 453-2205

Metropolitan
Property and Casualty Insurance
and Affiliates™

Metropolitan Property and Casualty Insurance
Company, Warwick, Rl

Captain &
Tony Buffa's @

FISHING CHARTERS

Lake Ontario
Noted for trophy size Trout & Salmon

"The Bandito"
30 Foot Sportcraft with a 10 Foot beam
and a 6 passenger capacity

Port: Oswego Marina, Oswego, NY

Oneida Lake
New York's Finest Walleye Fishery

"My Gal Cal"
23 Foot Solar with a 4 Passenger capacity

8 Port: Thrall's Lakeport Marina

Lakeport, New York

Phone (315) 633-2694

V4
Palmer s SERVING YOU SINCE 1913
Chevrolet-Buick-Geo

A Tradition For All Your & ‘3@'
Automotive Needs EC@

U/CK

Headquarters For

JIM LYBOLDT
ATA LIFE MEMBER

America's #1 Selling Truck

T = a s
ﬁm We've Got the Hottest
| BA—==522201 | jne of Trucks Built
d pEm— ]
. /] In America

HA TEVER TRUCK YOU NEED...
e 1, TONS ® % TONS ® BLAZERS * 5-10s 4x4's
CHEVY T_OUGH IS TAKING CHARGE

CHEVROLET
BUICK e ° Beretta ® Corsica ® Cavalier ¢ Camaro
* Roadmaster © Park Avenue ® Riviera e
®Electra ® LeSabre ¢ Regal © Century ¢ Skylark o Al "GEO” Products

AéMFNswmd::.Wm

Palmer's Chevrolet-Buick-Geo

Rt. 481, Fulton, N.Y.

“Traditicnall ;
315.598.2215  since 1913" RENT/AWNRECK

THE
ONEIDA LAKE
ASSOCIATION,




Boat Works Ltd.
SOUTH BAY SALES

One Stop Headquarters For All Your Boating Needs.
312 So. Main St. / Route 11 / North Syracuse

Hobie Cat Precision  Hobie One
Day Sailers Capri Canoes
Inflatables Dinghies Paddle Boats

Marine Supplies / Hardware / Accessories / Rigging
Spring Cleaning Supplies Now in Stock

Cleaners & Waxes Oils & Lubricants Trailer Parts
Motor Flushers Safety Equipment Paint

THE BOATING STORE...that's not just for boaters!

OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

(315) 458-8523

)
T A
SUNaS ANt '4!”“

When it means a lot to you
- it means a loan from us.

Brewerton Office
676-5512

Central Square Office
676-2121

Constantia Office
623-7261

N

Fleet Bank

Member FDIC

Camden Office
245-2020

Sylvan Beach Office
762-4424

FREMAC MARINE

Sales & Service
CELEBRITY, SEA NYMPH,
CROWNLINE,
SEASWIRL & BANDIT by LANDAU,
CAULKINS TRAILERS,
JOHNSON & YAMAHA MOTORS
A Complete Line of JOHNSON &
YAMAHA Outboard & 1.O. Parts

Route 31, Lakeport, NY
Phone (315) 633-2661

MULLIGANS

St Sport Shop
212 State Fair Blvd.
Syracuse, NY

¢ Live Bait
e Discount Prices
* Fishing Tackle

S

Phone: (315) 471-8739

HARDTER
WELDING SUPPLY

PROPELLER
SERVICE & REPAIR
Inboard & Outboard
Repaired, Pitched & Balanced

204 Salina St., Liverpool, NY
Phone: 457-3181

BREWERTON
PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy Chervinsky
REGISTERED PHARMACISTS
e Cosmetics
e Film - Cameras
 Bathing Supplies
e Suntan Preparations
e Sunburn Remedies

Next to the Bridge / BREWERTON, NEW YORK

Phone: 676-4441
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ONEIDA
LAKET"rr Walleye P? TRIPS

FISHING

Charter with Captain Ray Brown
USCG Licensed Captain / Fully Insured

Aboard the 24 foot " OBSESSION"
SIX & THREE Hour Trips Available

reservations, carr: (315) 623-9886

Bersani’'s Sport & Marine
(On Oneida Lake )

e Evinrude Motors
¢ Peddle Boats
* Quick Repair Service

7047 Lakeshore Road
Phone: (315) 699-4853

BrEwWERTON

BOATYARD, INC.
COMPLETE MARINE SERVICE FACILITY
Service on all inboard & inboard/outboards

wood, fiberglass & metal hull repairs,
haulouts by marine railway to 24 Ft. wide.

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

AEGIS
Group of Central New York Inc.

Eller-Eassa Agency

Dealers for: P.O. Box 3580
Volvo Penta & Force Outboards 6250 South Bay Road
Onan Marine Generators Syracuse, New York 13220

¢ - : I
Glios Wayne E Ca(r:r;ofs) 676-3|‘E7d6w2:;1rd A. Carrol (3 1 5) 699-5195
Year-Round Bennett Street / Brewerton, New York /13029

9
American Arborist BORIO’S RESTAURANT
: Overlooking Oneida Lake

Complete Tree &
Landscaping Maintenance
West EIm Street

Oneida, NY 13421

Oneida 363-0024
Syracuse  437-8165
TERRY KARST - Manager

6 min. from PennCan Mall ¢ Off Lakeshore Road
LUNCHES - DINNERS

RECEPTIONS « BANQUETS

CLOSED MONDAYS
699-2249

Like having BOSTON
in your backyard !

go /;rzn LES Restaurant
\\?\E 31 & Marina
Public Boat

Launching!

Seasonal or per Launch

OPEN-YEAR-ROUND
Seafood-Steaks-Pasta

Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake !
Thruway Exit 34, Canastota
3/4 mile west / Routes 13 & 31

Certified
Environmental
Services, Inc.

Patrick A. Leone, Jr.

President

1401 Erie Blvd. East » Syracuse, NY 13210
Ph. 315-478-2374 » Fax 315-478-2107

FREDON SPORTS LTD

e LIVE BAIT
Worms/Minnows/Crabs

1912 Teall Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13206 o
FISHING, MARINE & CAMPING EQUIPMENT
Phone: 315-463-0464

Early Hours

‘ (315) 697-7007
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A Calendar of Exciting Events at Oneida Lake Shores!

May 1,2 / "OLD FASHIONED WEEKEND"
At the Sylvan Beach Amusement Park.

To kick off our new season, we offer 25 rides,
10 popcorn and 10 cold drinks. 1 p.m.to 10 p.m.

May 28, 29, 30, 31 / MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND CELEBRATION

Plan to spend all or part of this traditional
"Kick Off To Summer' weekend with us, on
the East Shore of Oneida Lake.

June18,19,20 /GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME
FESTIVAL

In the Village Park! Rides, Games, Great Food,
Flea Market.

SYLVAN BEACH

July 4/ COLOSSAL FIREWORKS SHOW!
On the lakefront after dark. Nighttime aerial
extravaganza. Our FAMOUS style of Fire-
works over Beautiful Oneida Lake. Come
early and enjoy the whole day.

July 7, 14, 21, 28 / WEDNESDAY NIGHT
BAND CONCERTS

Each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. Enjoy a
variety of music at the Old Time Bandstand in
the Village Park! Sponsored by the Village of
Sylvan Beach.

August 4, 11, 18, 25/ WEDNESDAY NIGHT
BAND CONCERTS

Every Wednesday night at 7 p.m. Village Band-
stand in the Village Park.

August 15 / 18TH ANNUAL ANTIQUE CAR
SHOW and FLEA MARKET !

11 am. in the Village Park. Open show with
cars from early in the century. Cars 20 years
or older are welcome. FREE ENTRY, FREE
ADMISSION ! Conducted by the Mohican
Model A Car Club and O.L.ESM.A. Free
dash plaque to the first 100 cars!!!

September 18, 19/ "THANK YOU WEEK-
END"

At the Sylvan Beach Amusement Park. We
thank you for a great summer. As a bonus to
you, we offer 25 rides, 10 popcorn and 10 cold
drinks. 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. Additional "Thank -
You" specials throughout the Park.

VERONA BEACH STATE PARK

June 13 / FROG FEST
Country Music Jamboree with live Country

Music!

July 18 / 50's & 60's BEACH PARTY
Sand Sculpture Contest & Dance Contest !!!

August 14, 15 / THE GREAT SUMMER
CRAFTS FAIR

Original handcrafted items with Music and
Live Entertainment!!!

October 15 / HALLOWEEN PROGRAM
Talking pumkin, Haunted Graveyard, Costumed

Characters, Face Painting, OZ Entertainers,
GhostStoryteller, FREE Chilling Refreshments!

WINTER WEEKEND (Date to be announced)
Ice Fishing Derby, Weiner Roast, Cross-
Country Ski Clinic, Snow Sculpture and Sleigh
Rides!

ONEIDA SHORES STATE PARK

May 29, 30 / Beach Opens (Weekends
Only).

June 5, 6 & 12, 13 / Beach Opens (Weekends
Only).

June 19th thru August 15th / Beach will be
Open Daily.

August 21 thru September 5 / Beach will

ONLY be open on weekends !
The Beach will be closed after Labor Day

Weekend.

May 1/ Boat Launch Opens, $5.00 per day .
Season pass $60.00.

May 23, 24, 25/ Hobie Fleet 204 hoststhe 1993
Madcatter Championship Regatta - contact
Barbara Castor at 699-6616.

June 26 / YMCA Triathalon - contact Walt
Price at 474-6851.

July 17 / NYS Volleyball Championships -
contact Steve Brace at 683-9814.

CICERO PARKS & RECREATION

The Town of Cicero Patks & Recreation De
partment is offering permits to allow fishing at
Joseph F. Williams Memorial Park after regu-
lar hours. Y oumust go to the Parks & Rec. office
in Cicero Town Hall and show proof of a valid

fishing license. There is a small fec associated
with a permit, but hasnot yet been confirmed by
the Cicero Town Board.

June 28 thru Late August / Learn to Swim
Lessons, will again be held at Joseph F. Williams

Memorial Park. Pre-Beginner to Swimmer level.
Day and evening classes.

June 12 to August 29 / Public Swimming,

1 PM to 7 PM weekdays & 11AM to 7 PM
weekends.

OLA
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