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As our Association moves
forward into its 51st year, it is
very gratifying to know that our
lake is one of the cleanest and
healthiest in New York State.
Many improvements have
helped to enrich the lake and its
diverse watershed. Many com-
munities have sewage treatment
plants and more areas are in the
process of acquiring municipal
sewers. The piers on both ends
of the lake are being repaired.
The new hatchery will aid lakes
within our state in rebuilding
their walleye populations. Our
Oneida Lake pike fry will be
stocked throughout New York.
Access sites have undergone ex-
tensive overhauls. The South
Shore Launch, for example, is
currently being renovated. Our
Association has long advocated
all of these improvements.

In the spirit of spring, it is
time to being anew. We are
bringing back the popular "Take
A Youngster Fishing Derby.”
Anyone wishing to help with
this project can contact Jerry
Randall at Marion Manor (315-
762-4810). A different project
that our Association is undertak-
ing is the ‘Adopt A Shoreline”
program. Bill Schriever is coor-
dinating this effort. Please give
him a call at (315-676-5908)
if you can help.

We hope that you like the
bulletins that you receive with
your membership. Much effort
goes into each publication to
guarantee that you are informed
about the issues that face our
‘ake. We are still seeking stories
about members’ experiences on
or about Oneida Lake. You can
send these to the Oneida Lake
Association, P. O. Box 3536,
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Syracuse, New York, 13220, or
to Jack Henke, P.O. Box 175,

Brookfield, New York, 13314.

Your Board of Directors is
committed to fostering the
lake’s protection. We will do our
best to keep on top of issues
that may impact Oneida Lake.
When necessary, we will con-
tinue to meet and work with
state officials to express our
concerns. We will continue to
strive to preserve the lake as an
awesome natural resource. We
will do all we can to protect the
few remaining wetlands that
border our lake. And, as we
monitor the activities that im-
pact Oneida Lake, we will inform
you about anything that we

consider to be a problem.

I look forward to seeing you

at our annual meeting.

John Guilford, Jr.
OLA President

o 0o

Constantia. Personel narra-
tives, Oneida Lake experi-
ences, and local history find
expression in other articles.
We hope that we have pub-
lished a fun, informative pa-
per that everyone can enjoy.
To all of you, our readers,
we wish a happy, healthy,
and productive Oneida Lake
summer.

Dom Maio

Jack Henke

From the Editors-

We welcome you to the
spring edition of the Oneida
Lake Association's Bulletin.
The issue's theme is "Oneida
Lake - A Changing Scene"
and, as such, you will find
this idea reflected in most of
the articles. Captain Tony
Buffa's writing explores the
changing fishing techniques
needed to catch Oneida's
walleyes, Lars Rudstam's and
Anthony VanDeValk's scien-
tific prose addresses the
lake's ecological transforma-
tions, while Richard
Colesante's work introduces
us to the lake sturgeon pro-
gram initiated by the Oneida
Lake Fish Cultural Station at

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION
INC, FOUNDED IN 1945
Published by the Oneida Lake As-
sociation, Inc., that its members
may be informed regarding the ac-
tivities of the Association. Oneida
Lake Association, Inc., was orga-
nized in 1945 to restore and pre-
serve the natural resources of

Oneida Lake and its environs.

OFFICERS
President............ John Guilford, Jr.
Vice President ........... Kurt Snyder
Vice President ....... Robert Chabot
VicePresident....William Schriever

Treasurer ...oceseeee Edwin Olmstead
Secretary ... Robert Gang ITI
Asst. Secretary.....ee Carl Preske

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term: April 1994 - April 1997
George Angeloro Robert Cote
Anthony Buffa ~ Robert Ripberger
William Sweredowski  Jack Henke

Term: April 1995 - April 1998
Dominick P. Maio Richard Percival
Parker J. Stone  Joseph Mastriano
Marshall O. Naumann Jerry Randall

Term: April 1996 - April 1999
Richard Colesante Arnold Armani
Charles J. Engel, Jr. Walter Stewart
Patrick A. Leone, Jr.

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
Angelo Angeloro Anton Kreuzer
Herbert McElroy Ned Cookingham
William Nass Paul Cramer
Roy Pulaski Fred David
Millard  Rogers Frank Gruenwald
James Heitzman James Scherzi
Julian F. Stanczyk, Jr.  Anthony Sauer

Oneida Lake Bulletin



Your Envoironmental Voice for Over Five Decades

The OLA

Where Are the Walleyes?
by Capt. Tony Buffa

You cannot remember when
you last caught a limit of wall-
eyes on Oneida Lake? Well, ei-
ther you have a short memory,
have not fished in a number of
years or, quite simply, are tell-
ing the truth. You’re not alone.
Scores of Oneida Lake anglers,
accustomed to proclaiming their
piscatorial prowess, have like-
wise wondered if they have lost
their touch, particularly during
the 1995 season.

Yes, it was a tough time. Well
nigh impossible on many occa-
sions. Chalk one up for the wall-
eyes! Clearly, the outfitted were
outwitted and were quite un-
happy about that experience.
Could it be that the success of
the previous decade had spoiled
us? Mega catches of old marble
eyes during that era, and into the
early nineties, were common-
place. Could anyone really think
that peak fishing could last for-
ever? Hey, fellow anglers, wake
up and smell the fishes! We ex-
pect to catch walleyes while
applying our craft on Oneida
but, if we limited on every out-
ing, we would soon bring about
the demise of a respected fish-
ery.

It’s unreasonable and illogi-
cal to expect to always achieve
large catches. I'm not suggest-
ing, however, that you develop
a complacency reminiscent of
the spirit of “que sera, sera.”
Take the problem by the gills and
analyze it. Ask yourself, “What
have I done differently through-
out the previous fishing season
to avert a pattern of poor
catches?” If the answer is “not
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much” then you need to inject
some creativity and energy
into your basic walleye
stratagem. Even if you have
fished the lake for a quarter-cen-
tury and caught all the walleyes
you needed by either drifting
nightcrawlers or tossing a
black jig, you might need to
tweak those methods a bit to
bring them in line with the
changes in Oneida’s ecosystem.

The lake’s water no longer
takes on that algae green hue.
Clarity is more the rule than the
exception. Weeds now domi-
nate the shallows. Fifteen feet
deep weedbeds are prevalent in
areas previously highlighted by
sparse to moderate weed
growth. Walleyes now seem to
disperse more uniformly
throughout the lake rather than
school heavily in any one area
for a period of time. [ maintain
that they are now more con-
stantly on the move. Conse-
quently, your techniques should
correspond to their habits.

| particularly enjoyed deep
water jigging during those late
eighties - early nineties glory
years. That same application
last year did little to enhance
my catch, especially during May,
June, and July. Clear water not-
withstanding, | made the adjust-
ment to the shallows and their
weeds. The keys to understand-
ing walleye behavior are their
stomach and their eyes. They
strike when hungry, seek cover
from sunlight, are not territorial,
nor do they protect their young.
That makes for a limited
window of opportunity. They
need to be feeding, and some-
what in cover, to be vulnerable

- to any degree.

That’s why the weeds played
a major role in creating walleye
action during 1995. Weeds pro-

=2 vyided immediate cover, har-

bored schools of bait, defined
ambush edges and, yes, were a
true headache to fish!

If you elect to try fishing in
the weeds during 1996, I sug-
gest that you begin with a
weedless type lure. I recom-
mend the Beetle Spin. It's a
small spinner bait with a Colo-
rado blade. It comes with a
plastic grub, about one inch in
length. I remove the grub and
replace it with a four inch black,
plastic worm. The added worm
length is more forgiving as the
lure passes through the weeds
and also contributes to the lure’s
visibility and dynamics. You
should retrieve the lure deliber-
ately, using more of a “sweep
and pull through” technique.
Don’t jig or crank it. Give it a
chance to swim and fall. If it
hangs up on a weed, just pull
steadily and it should dislodge
and remain weedless for the re-
maining retrieve.

For those of you who are less
patient, I recommend explor-
ing the weed edges. Casting a
plain nightcrawler, baited on a
#4 gold Eagle Claw hook,
weighted by a small split shot
sinker, all attached to four or six
pound test line, should be a pro-
ductive combination for luring
walleyes to your net. Don’t dis-
count your favorite crankbait,
fished along the weeds’ edges,
either. I prefer the #5 Shad Rap,
the Cotton Cordell Lil O, the
Wally Diver, and the ]r.
Thunderstick deep diver mod-
els. The standard one-quarter
ounce jig, tipped with a piece of
worm, is also very effective.

Weeds are now an integral
part of the big Oneida Lake pic-
ture. They are plentiful through

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
Where Are the Walleyes?

out the lake. Consequently, the
walleyes have plenty of cover.
Don't be stubborn or lethargic.
If you fish a stretch of weeds for
fifteen minutes or so and get no
response, move on! Fishier pas-
tures await you.

I'm eagerly anticipating
opening day and am no less
enthusiastic about the probabil-
ity of catching walleyes, even
though the research community
estimates that the adult popu-
lation hovers around 300,000,
versus the 800,000 that was
predicted last year. To me, it has
all become relative. If we have
300,000 hungry walleyes for any
stretch of the season then I'll
earn the privilege of catching
some, but only if I make a com-
mitment to fish as often and as
frequently as I can. That’s a
covenant worthy of all dedicated
Oneida Lake anglers.

Have a rewarding fishing
season, my friends. Be sure to
share it with youngsters. I'll look
forward to seeing you on the
water. I'll set anchornow. H

Oneida Lake Angler
Diary Program

by Anthony VanDeValk

The Angler Diary Program, in
its second year, entered the
1995 open water season with
108 cooperators enlisted. As of
January 1, 53 fishermen (49%)
had responded to calls for their
diaries. This response rate is
down from last year’s 67%,
when 31 of 46 cooperators re-
sponded. This lower response
rate may be due to the poor fish-
ing experienced by some an-
glers, which may have de-
creased their enthusiasm for the
program. Despite this, the goal
of 50 active cooperators, estab-
lished at the program’s onset,

Page 4

was met.

Cooperators recorded
1,442 trips, which totaled 7,668
hours of fishing, 6,518 hours of
which targeted walleyes. An-
glers caught 3,494 walleyes, of
which 2,082 were 15 inches or
more in length. Harvest rates
were again high, with 93% of the
legal catch being creeled. Our
impression of fishing quality,
developed from various angler
contacts, indicated that it was
poor. This was especially dis-
turbing considering our pre-
season forecast of “a walleye
behind every rock.” In retro-
spect, reports of slow fishing
were not surprising, considering
the actual population calculated
from our mark-recapture study.
The angler diaries, however, in-
dicated reasonable catch rates
that were similar to last year.
Rates for trips targeting walleyes
were 0.52 fish per hour for all
walleyes and 0.32 fish per hour
for legal “pike.” The New York
State Walleye Management
Plan suggests catch rates of
0.20 walleye per hour to be
above average and 0.50 walleye
per hour to be excellent for the
state. Evidently, walleye fishing
in Oneida Lake in 1995 was
good, compared to other New
York waters, but was poor by

Athony VanDeValk preps a Cornell University boat at the dawn of a research day.

Oneida’s standards. Unfortu-
nately, we don’t possess catch
statistics for the late 1980’s and
early 1990’s, but we expect that
angler catches were higher in
those “banner” years.

Oneida Lake continues to
produce good catches of small-
mouth bass. Cooperators spent
1,105 hours targeting
smallmouths, resulting in catch
rates of 0.33 bass per hour for
all fish and 0.25 “keepers” per
hour. These statistics were
down a little from last year (0.48
total bass per hour and 0.39 le-
gal bass), but are still considered
respectable. Yellow perch fish-
ing proved to be good. The
catch rate for perch trips was
3.83 fish per hour, up signifi-
cantly from last year’s 0.75.
However, the higher rate was
primarily due to catches domi-
nated by young perch. This fact
is reflected in a low harvest rate
of 42%, indicative of a length
distribution favoring smaller,
younger fish.

In 1995, we conducted a
mark-recapture estimate for
walleyes as well as for yellow
perch and drum. Mark-recap-
ture is a proven and time-tested
technique for assessing fish
populations and its accuracy is

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
related to the number of
clippedfish recovered. This year
we had the opportunity to com-
pare two population estimates
for walleyes, calculated from in-
dependent sources of recapture
data, to assess our estimate’s
accuracy. These sources were
1) by methods implemented by
the Field Station and 2) through
observations by cooperating an-
glers. The results were very en-
couraging. Cooperators exam-
ined 1,718 walleyes that were
thirteen inches or longer and, of
these, 97 were marked. This
data translated into a popula-
tion estimate of 325,600 wall-
eyes that were age 4 or older, a
number that differs from the
Field Station figure by only 3%.
This close agreement is espe-
cially satisfying to us because of
the support it provides in evalu-
ating our data. Seldom do you
get such close agreement from
two independent estimates of
a fisheries’ population.
In conclusion, for those of
you enrolled in the program,
Lars and I would like to thank
you for your diligence and co-
operation. We understand that,
when the fishing is poor, it’s dis-
couraging to enter trips in your
‘diary. This information, how-
ever, is as important to us as that
which highlights the trips during
which you have great success.
Conversely, we know that it can
be a hassle to enter every fish
when the action is “hot and
heavy” (yes, there were a few
trips recorded in diaries where
this occurred!) You'll be receiv-
ing a more comprehensive re-
port this spring that details catch
results. Your worthwhile efforts
have proven extremely valuable
to us and to the cause of ad-
vancing the understanding of
Oneida Lake. For those of you
who are not enrolled in the pro-
gram and would enjoy partici-
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pating, we’'d love to work
withyou. Our hopes entail con-
ducting this program for 3 more
years. In addition, we want to
initiate another mark-recapture
study in 1997 and, thus, we’ll
be asking cooperators to again
examine their walleyes for fin
clips. If you are interested in
joining the Angler Diary program
just contact Lars or me at the
Cornell Field Station, Shackelton
Point. =

Editors' Note: OLA Director Bob Cote
shares some warm personal memo-
ries with us in the following article.

Clearly Imprinted

by Bob Cote

Born in a Hartford, Connecti-
cut, hospital and then brought
home to the shores of Lake
Terramuggus, [ was imprinted
like a salmon, destined to return
as an adult.

While I have no vivid memo-
ries of living on Lake
Terramuggus, as we moved be-
fore I was three years old, my
mom and dad would tell me
how I loved to splash in the lake
and throw sticks in the water for
Pepper, our dog, to fetch.
Sometimes | would go under
water, either by accident or with
a little help from my dad but, in
either case, 1 would surface,
laughing. I do recall going to the
Terramuggus beach on many
hot, sweltering days. Here, with
my family, we would rent a large
rubber raft and spend the day in
the clear, cool water, further en-
hancing my imprint.

Around the age of nine I
spent several summers with my
grandparents, Myles and Jo, in
Maine. Their home was located
on the shore of Lake
Messalongskee, better known as
Snow Pond. The pond, one of
the Belgrade Lakes, was re-
nowned for its pristine water, its
trout, its bass ("Only New York-
ers would want to fish for them,”
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sneered the locals), and its fine
music camp. The water was six
to eight feet deep at the end of
my grandparents’ wharf. It was
so clear that all life and struc-
ture were easily viewed. At this
spot I would watch large schools
of bass making their feeding
patrols. Here, a young Con-
necticut boy could spend count-
less hours fishing for those
“worthless” bass. Here, my
friends and I played wonderful
games that involved throwing
objects into the lake. The water
was so clear that the only way
you could win was to fling the
objects into deeper water. Even
there, however, water clarity
made almost everything visible.

During an evening’s fishing
expedition, a short row with our
Lone Star boat, the white perch
we caught were usually dumped
on the boat’s floor, at times cov-
ering it. Yellow perch were kept
in a pail so that they could be
discarded with the garbage.
These fish were regarded as
useless, inedible, and a detri-
ment to the lake.

Days were filled with water
skiing and exploring the tiny
coves into which little brooks
flowed with their cold spring
water. These vintage summers
further ingrained the imprint
from years before.

As a teenager, living in the
small village of Barneveld, a
short distance from Utica and
Rome, my family and I visited
and camped in the Adirondack
Mountains. Eighth, Tupper, and
Raquette Lakes all met my
family. These waters were so
clear that, while snorkeling, |
viewed objects that seemed
near but were actually so deep
that 1 couldn’t dive to them.
Our family visited West Canada
Creek, the Black and Bog
Rivers, and countless other
creeks and ponds.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Clearly Imprinted
Clear waters, the trout and the
good memories - my imprint
continued.

Shortly after I graduated from
high school, another visit to
Connecticut called. College and
work interfered with my outdoor
wants, but there was time for an
occasional fishing trip.

The salmon was fully out to
sea.

It wasn’t long before Syra-
cuse and Upstate New York be-
came my home. We initially
rented a dwelling on Oneida
Lake's south shore and, shortly
thereafter, purchased a house
in that vicinity. My vocabulary
and outdoor quests changed.
“Wharfs” became “docks.” We
fished from Starcraft boats, not
Lone Stars. We placed our
vessel on a boat “hoist” instead
of an offshore “mooring.”
Walleyes, not trout, became
our angling objective. The for-
merly “worthless” bass were
now trophies! Yellow perch
proved to be a tasty treat. White
perch now occupied a lower
place in catch preference, while
sheepshead and lawyers were
the “garbage” fish.

The salmon was coming
home. The imprints from long
ago were returning.

After living by Oneida Lake
for twenty years, it seemed that
all my past imprints had resur-
faced, except one - clear water.
While the lake wasn’t polluted,
its water quality left much to be
desired. At the end of my wharf,
I mean dock, the water is only
three feet deep and, during my
twenty years here, seeing bot-
tom was often a challenge.
“School House Bar,” “Sugar
Loaf,” and “Pinnacle” were only
names of fishing spots, all of
which had unseen bottoms.
Oneida Lake became a sea of
pea soup two or three times
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a summer.

Then the unexpected hap-
pened! Clarity arrived! You
could see your anchor on the
Shackelton Shoals. You could
snorkel, enjoying the view of fish
and plants. You could easily find
lost equipment on the lake’s
bottom. The zebra mussels, of
course, are a major cause of this,
but certainly flooding and in-
creased sewage treatment have
had their effects. We now have
anew, a changed Oneida Lake,
one that can be thoroughly en-
joyed. May all of you savor this
lake as I do.

The salmon has fully returned
and his offspring have acquired
the imprint. &

Walleyes, Perch,
and A Changing
Oneida Lake
b -

Lars Rudstam, Anthony
VanDeValk, and Edward Mills
Cornell Biological Field Station,
Shackelton Point

Most of you were probably
out on the lake this summer,
fishing, boating, swimming, or
just relaxing. You must have ob-
served the clear water. At the
Cornell Biological Field Station,
we measure water clarity with
the Secchi disk technique, which
states that the further down in
the water that we can see the
disk, the clearer the water must
be. In 1995 we measured
Secchi disk depths of 8 meters
(24 feet), which is the clearest
Oneida Lake water on record, a
clarity reminiscent of an
Adirondack lake. There was a
spring bloom of diatoms in
1995, but no bluegreen algae
blooms, like those in the sum-
mer of 1995, occurred. We at-
tribute this unprecedented clear
water to grazing by the zebra
mussels. Nutrient levels have
also declined in the lake since
the middle of the 1980’s, but

we did not see a strong effect
on water clarity until after 1993,
when zebra mussels had estab-
lished themselves. The higher
water clarity is due to a de-
creased algae biomass. Our
measure of algal abundance and
concentration of chlorophyll-a
have diminished and the time
trend is a mirror image of the
water’s increasing clearness. A
price to pay for this dramatic
change is an acceleration in
weed growth, an aquatic veg-
etation boom that will continue
in the future. Our lake’s weed
beds reached unprecedented
sizes in 1995.

Walleye fishing has also
changed. Walleyes are sensitive
to light and usually hide under
structure, in deeper water, or in
weeds during daytime. Even
light levels at 30 to 40 feet may
now be too high for them. Ex-
plore weed bed vicinities to find
these fish.

This year we did a mark-re-
capture study of walleyes, yel-
low perch, and freshwater drum.
We marked 20,000 walleyes,
8000 perch, and about 2000
drum in the spring by clipping
one of the ventral (belly side)
fins. The size of the population
was then estimated by examin-
ing the ratio of marked to un-
marked fish in the specimens
that we caught from June
through October. You may have
heard our electrofishing boat on
calm nights in September and
October. This study yielded an
estimated walleye population of
320,000 age 4 and older fish,
700,000 age 3 and older perch,
and 200,000 freshwater drum.
We have the most confidence in
the walleye estimate because
more fish were marked and the
estimate based on our angler
cooperators supported that
from our sampling. The ratio of
marked to unmarked fish exam-

(Continued on page 7)
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A

Station staff
members retrieve a gill net, a basic part
of the counting process.

Cornell University Field

(Continued from page 6)

ined by the angler cooperators
yielded a population estimate of
330,000, within 5% of our other
number. The number of wall-
eyes in the lake was, thus, sub-
stantially lower than the
850,000 that we predicted last
spring, an estimate based on
walleye catches at the Oneida
Fish Culture Station in
Constantia.

Predictions of walleye popu-
lation sizes have been based on
Oneida Hatchery catches since
1957. The mark-recapture
study in 1995 was the first com-
parison between trapnet
catches of walleyes at the new
facility during the spawning run
and the walleye population
present in the lake. Clearly, the
old index is no longer valid and
we plan to do a mark-recapture
study every 2 years, until a good
statistical relationship has been
developed.

The lower walleye population
is more in line with what we ex-
pect, given the catch rates by
our angler cooperators. These
fisherpersons’ rates hover at
around 0.5 walleye per hour, in-
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dicating an excellent walleye
fishery for New York State, but
probably not as high quality as
has been the case for Oneida in
previous years. Angler input was
an additional reason that
prompted our 1995 mark-re-
capture study.

Age 3 and older yellow perch
abundance is low and few young
of the year perch were produced
in 1995. However, the number
of age 1 and 2 perch is high and
we predict that the perch popu-
lation will rebound to between
1.5 and 2.5 million by 1998.
Perch growth remains high and
we should see an excellent perch
fishery within the next two years.

Walleye recruitment (natu-
ral production and survival of
stocked fry within Oneida Lake)
has not been very good during
the last three years, however,
and we predict that the popula-
tion will decline further, to about
220,000 by 1998. When the
bait fish population is low in
Oneida Lake, walleye cannibal-
ism is high (a walleye considers
a young walleye to be just an-
other bait fish) and there is only
limited recruitment to the older
age classes. Numbers of young-
of-the-year yellow perch, white
perch, and gizzard shad, all pri-
mary foods for walleyes, have
been low during the last three
years.

Oneida Lake’s walleye pro-
duction is ultimately dependent
on the lake’s fertility and Oneida
is not as rich as it was 20 years
ago, since the amount of phos-
phorus in it has declined. As a
result, we can expect fewer bait
fish and, ultimately, a decline in
walleye numbers.  Although
zebra mussels are a cause for
the decline in the water’s pro-
ductivity, they are also contrib-
uting to an increase in lake bot-
tom production (insects, scuds,
etc.) In addition, the larger
weed beds will lead to a higher

abundance of invertebrates.
Yellow perch can utilize these
food sources once they are big
enough, usually in late summer
and early fall, during their first
year of life. Studies at the
Cornell Field Station have docu-
mented an increase in these in-
vertebrates in nearshore waters
since the zebra mussel invasion.
We are now exploring what ef-
fect these sources of food will
have on the perch and walleye
populations.

More details will be forth-
coming at the annual meeting.
We look forward to seeing you
there.

NEW-Oneida Lake

Recollections

This is the first install-
ment of a new column in your
Bulletin. The column will
highlight interesting, amus-
ing, and noteworthy experi-
ences that our Association’s
members have had with their
lake. We invite you to send
your tales to us. Stories that
deal with you or your family’s
encounters with Oneida Lake,
or even yarns and tales that
you have heard, are all most
welcome. Please send these
to Jack Henke, P.O. Box 175,
Brookfield, New York, 13314.
Typed or long-hand works are
perfectly acceptable. And -
please do not be concerned
about your writing stylel

An Unforgettable
Oneida Lake Duck

Hunt

by: Arnold Armani

I recall one duck hunting trip
as if it happened yesterday. My
uncle, Ed Togni, and | stayed
overnight in our family’s camp
on Beach Road. In those days
we had to “rough it,” as the
camp had no running water,
gas, or electricity. Uncle Ed was
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
An Unforgettable Oneida
Lake Duck Hunt

my idol and mentor. He taught
me about hunting, fishing, and
the great outdoors. There was
one problem with his duck hunt-
ing instruction, however - he was
a terrible wing shot. With great
diligence and prodigious time,
he taught me to shoot just as
he did. On a typical morning’s
duck hunt we would burn up two
boxes of shells (25 per box) and,
on a good day, we might kill two
ducks. It was years before I re-
alized that the limit was not one
duck apiece.

On this particular trip the
temperature was very cold and
the lake’s surface had started to
form an icy skim. We loaded our
gear into our old Thompson boat
and, with great difficulty, started
our “knucklebuster” motor. We
broke ice near Peck’sPoint (now
called Long Point) and set up our
decoys off Old Man’s Point. At
daybreak, the ducks started fly-
ing. Thousands filled the air
around us! Uncle Ed’s theory
was, “If you can see ‘em, shoot
‘em, ‘cause they’reinrange.” |
often questioned why we used
decoys, because the ducks sel-
dom flew close enought to be
attracted to them. We shot our
usual 25 shells apiece, killed our
“two duck quota,” but had a
wonderful time together.

That evening, as we headed
for home in Uncle Ed’s Model A
Ford, we had a feeling that
something was wrong. The
people that we saw standing
near the highway looked unusu-
ally somber, almost Zombie-like
in their appearance. No one was
smiling or laughing. A “distant”
expression filled their faces.
The scene resembled an epi-
sode from the “Twilight Zone.”

When we arrived home we
discovered the reason for
what we had observed. The
date of our duck hunt was
December 7, 1941. |
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The prehistoric-appearing sturgeon...how long will it be before one of these grows

to tackle-busting size in Oneida Lake?

Lake Sturgeon At
the Oneida Lake Fish

Cultural Station

by: Richard Colesante and
Mark Babenzien

Lake sturgeon are neat fish.
They first appeared on earth 100
million years ago and have re-
mained, somewhat unchanged,
since that time. Lake sturgeon
can live to be 150 years old and
grow to 6 or 7 feet in length.
They reach sexual maturity be-
tween 12 and 33 years of age
and may spawn only once ev-
ery 4 to 9 years. They are bot-
tom feeders and generally eat
small invertebrates, insect lar-
vae, crayfish, snails, freshwater
clams, and leeches. The stur-
geon prefer shallow areas of
lakes and rivers, inhabiting wa-
ter that is usually less than 30
feet deep. In New York State
the lake sturgeon is classified as
“threatened,” which means that
it is very rare and deserving of
special protection. Our state’s
Department of Environmental

Conservation has developed a
plan to restore sturgeon to some
waters and that scheme got the
Oneida Hatchery involved. We
were asked to produce finger-
ling sturgeon for stocking in state
waters.

Approximately 100,000 stur-
geon eggs arrived at the hatch-
ery on May 11, 1995. These
dark colored eggs had been col-
lected from female sturgeon and
fertilized. The adult breeding
fish were released unharmed.
Seven days later, the eggs
hatched and tiny sturgeon
emerged, resembling white tad-
poles. The fish lived off their
yolk sac for about two weeks
before beginning to feed. On
May 26, approximately 40,000
sturgeon larvae (one quarter
inch long) were stocked on the
north shore, in Frederick and
Scriba Creeks. The remaining
sturgeon were kept at the
hatchery and fed brine shrimp
at 5 minute intervals for 24
hours per day, using automatic
feeders.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

When the sturgeon fingerlings
were about 3 inches long, in late
June, they were weaned from a
brine shrimp diet to a formu-
lated died (like that fed to trout).
As the sturgeon grew, they were
fed this artificial food at the
same frequency as brine shrimp,
though in greater amounts. The
Oneida Hatchery sturgeon grew
faster than anyone could imag-
ine. By September (at 4 months
of age) the fingerlings were 10
inches long. At that point they
were stocked, with 5000 going
into Oneida Lake, 5000 to the
Saint Lawrence River, and 3000
to Cayuga Lake.

We hope that these sturgeon
will survive. Possibly, in 15 years
or so, they will be seen spawn-
ing in the north shore’s tributar-
ies. In the meantime, if you hap-
pen to catch one, remove the
hook and release the fish as gen-
tly as possible. If the hook is
too deeply imbedded, cut off
the leader and leave the hook in
the fish. Survival chances are
good under these circum-
stances. Remember that lake
sturgeon are threatened in New
York and cannot be possessed.
You must release any that you
catch.

The Oneida Hatchery’s stur-
geon program has created a lot
of interest. We kept a few of
them over the winter and they
will be available for viewing this
spring, during the walleye run.
Be sure to stop and see this
natural curiosity.

Editors' Note: Sturgeon
have been present in Oneida
Lake, in an undetermined
quanity, throughout recorded
history. Rod Hunter's
"Sportsman's Corner" column
in the Syracuse Post Stan-
dard on May 18. 1973, cited
a four foot long, forty pound
sturgeon that had been
caught by Charlie Bronner,
of Cicero, while trolling with a
Mirro-lure in the barge channel
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off Frenchman's Island. In that
article, Millard Rogers, a long -
time Oneida Lake expert and
former co-owner of Brewerton
Sports, speculated that the fish
entered the lake when the
downstream locks were left
wide open to allow for drainage
of the massive amount of water
that flowed into Oneida Lake
after Hurricane Agnes ravaged
New York. In a related incident,
on May 5, 1856, the Syracuse
Standard newspaper contained
the following entry: "We under-

stand that a sturgeon, six feet
eleven inches long and weigh-
ing 104 pounds, was caught in
Oneida Lake, near the outlet, on
Friday evening last. This monster
was taken in a net and the fish-
erman had great difficulty in get-
ting him ashore. A pen in the
lake was made for this 'whale
among small fish,' and he was
placed under charge of Mr.
Shute, the propietor of the
Brewerton House, who will be
happy to exhibit the monster to
his visitors." ]

Work being performed for the newﬁOneida Lake South Shore Boat Launch

South Shore Boat Launch
by: Bob Cote

In December, the New York
State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation announced
that the long-awaited rebuilding
of the South Shore Boat Launch,
east of Bridgeport, was to be-
come a reality. The project’s
cost is approximately $393,000.

The work was scheduled to
start in December and may be
completed by mid-June of
1996. During this time frame
the launch site cannot be used.
Those that frequent the launch
must find an alternative ac-
cess point. The Regional
Fisheries Office (607-753-3095
- Extension 231) will provide a
list of alternative sites to any-
one interested.

Among the features included
in the new launch facility will

be parking for 100 cars, alumi-
num floating docks, a site
beacon, a port-a-john, con-
crete ramps, and a concrete
sea wall.

Actual reconstruction began
in January 1996. Anglers’ pa-
tience is requested and will be
rewarded. A first-class launch
site will soon grace Oneida
Lake’s shore!

All Oneida Lake Association
members should be proud of
this launch because it was the
Association’s efforts that engen-
dered the project. Special
thanks go to Assemblyman
Mike Bragman for his tenac-
ity in obtaining funding. The
Department of Environmental
Conservation was also most
helpful. |
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Oneida Lake and Its

Environs, 1896
by: Jack Henke

If we could board a time ma-
chine and travel back to the
Oneida Lake area, one century
ago, what would we observe?

The shoreline’s condition
would shock us. There would
be far fewer trees than we en-
joy now. Nineteenth century
lakeside settlers intensely
logged their land, using the tim-
ber for construction, for fire
wood, and for market profit.
Huge rafts of logs were trans-
ported from Oneida Lake,
through the downstream river
system, to Syracuse and be-
yond. The cleared, actively cul-
tivated farm land extended
down to the shoreline proper.
Farming was a prominent occu-
pation, especially on the south
shore, and the communities of
Bridgeport and Lakeport served
as commercial centers for their
surrounding agrarian popula-
tion.

We’d be very interested in
the environmental differences
between the 1896 Oneida and
our lake today. Emergent veg-
etation was common along the
water’s edge. Wild rice, vari-
ous grasses, water lillies and
the like created a lush habitat
for aquatic insects, fish, water-
fowl, freshwater mammals, and
amphibians. The “grass beds”
served as a spawning mecca for
predator fish such as northern
pike, pickerel, and largemouth
bass. At Lower South Bay, the
vegetation punctuated the wa-
ter along miles of shore and ex-
tended over a hundred yards
into the lake in places. This pat-
tern was repeated throughout
the lake’s periphery.

Oneida Lake’s fishermen
could then pursue a far differ-
ent catch than we currently do.
Walleyes and panfish were
popular, but northern pike and
pickerel also attracted a large
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number of anglers. Tullibees, a
whitefish stocked in the lake,
thrived and were commercially
harvested. Eels were trapped
downstream from the lake’s
Brewerton outlet and, in addi-
tion, were speared at several
locations throughout Oneida
(the eel shoals, off the
Chittenango Creek mouth were
especially popular). Smoked eel
was a coveted delicacy in Cen-
tral New  York then.
Sportfishermen found them-
selves in competition with the
Oneida Lake “fish pirate.” Many
lakeside village residents and
their neighboring farmers ille-
gally netted Oneida, selling their
catches for important supple-
mental income. Numerous lake
area homes’ and even churches’
mortgages were financed
through pirates’ earnings. Sport
anglers howled in protest and
the Anglers’ Association of
Onondaga even carried the fight
to Albany. Law enforcement
problems, however, made
catching the pirates a difficult
task.

Oneida Lake’s water quality
a century ago would be far dif-
ferent. In the 19th century,
boatmen refused to drink from
the lake, citing a peculiar “fever”
that resulted from injesting
Oneida’s liquid. Travelers dur-
ing this era described the water
as being “vile” and often re-
ferred to Oneida as “the green
lake.” Significant algal blooms
occurred each summer and, as
the algae died and decom-
posed, the lake’s surface turned
into a multicolored collage of
reds, blues, greens, and whites.
These images contrast vividly
with the clarity that today’s ze-
bra mussel-infested Oneida of-
ten exhibits.

What were Oneida Lake’s
bordering villages like in 1896?
We’ll explore that point in our
next Bulletin issue. |

So You Want It To Be

Simple
by: Captain Tony Buffa

In today’s world of sophisti-
cated technology, computer-
based fishing, GPS tracking,
electronic wizardry, more horse-
power and, perhaps, fewer fish,
let’s not forget the corny, but
pithy, acronym -"KISS” - “Keep
it simple, stupid!”

Have we transgressed so far
in the name of gadgetry that the
formerly tranquil, unadulterated
sport of fishing has become just
another prosperous avenue for
big business, dictating to us how
we are supposed to catch that
next fish? [ hope not! The
temptation is certainly there.
Every fisherman wants an edge,
especially if that advantage is
provided by the latest high-tech
device that guarantees a “fish on
every cast.”

Fishing used to be a simple
sport. A can of worms, a hook,
line, and sinker were all I needed
to catch my first fish at the “un-
sophisticated” age of seven.
Look at the sport now. “Encum-
bered” is the word that comes
to mind immediately and “ex-
pensive” trails closely behind it.
I still enjoy pursuing those
“spiny slimies,” but I have so
much equipment to maintain
that I spend an equal amount
of time learning, fixing, replac-
ing, shipping and, of course,
paying for it. All those “ings”
do, at times, obfuscate the pure
pleasure of catching a fish.

Don’t get me wrong. I'm not
down on the fishing industry or
the sport. Technology’s on-
slaught was inevitable. With
PC’s in our homes, cyberspace
on line, and America’s insatiable
appetite for immediate informa-
tion, what makes you think that
fishing could escape this awe-
some change? When I'm drift-
ing, casting, or trolling for
Oneida’s walleyes I want to

Continued on page 11)
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Continued from page 10)

know if there are fish under me
- and | want to know immedi-
ately. If my spot is fishless, Ill
quickly move to a different lo-
cation. Without my expensive,
top-of-the-line combination
fishfinder and tracking unit my
situation would resemble that of
the seven year old, full of an
uncharted hope and expectation
as he waits for the next strike.
Solunar tables, oxygen

meters, temperature sensors,
color selectors, spiderwire, line
counter reels, vibrating scent-
emitting lures, graphite, boron,
kevlar rods, segmented
leadcore, planer boards,
downriggers, outriggers .....will
it ever end? Not as long as
there are fishermen like us, who
pursue their sport with a pas-
sion akin to Ahab’s in his search
for the great white whale.

Whoal! Is fishing really that
complicated? It can be, espe-
cially if you make it that way. But
fishing retains its versatility. In
this era of technology, a fisher-
man can still use a handline,
rigged with live bait, and get
excited about the challenge of
timing his strike with a fish’s
bite. Never confuse intensity
with gadgetry. For example, I
can be just as intent on catch-
ing an Oneida Lake yellow perch
on a simple bait rig as I am troll-
ing for a Lake Ontario salmon,
using a full complement of
downriggers, dipsy divers, and
flatlines.

Spring has finally arrived and
it’s time to go fishing. My quan-
dary is this: will I be “Technical
Tony” or will simplicity suffice?
Whatever the case, I'm going
fishing and that’s fun enough.

WATER LEVEL
UPDATE

There is still pressure for
legislation that adds
flood control as a priority
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for waterway operating
procedures in our area.

For decades, state and
federal provisions have
guided the responsible
agencies to maintain wa-
ter levels for recreation
and commerce purposes.
Additionally, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the
N.Y. DEC and others have
expressed a position that
our lake shouldn't be
drawn down any lower or
for any longer durations
than it has been in the
past, in order to avoid
environmental and eco-
logical damage.

Since the Oneida Lake
Association has thousands
of waterfront property
owners and users as mem-
bers, we applaud efforts
to reduce flooding! But,
we are concerned that leg-
islative changes in pri-
orities could result in fu-
ture drawdown decisions
that would harm our lake.
We, therefore, remain
OPPOSED to State
Assembly Bill 2134 &
State Senate Bill 2304-A,
or any other future bills
which call for adding flood
avoidance and elimination
as management priorities.

Oneida Lake
History Quiz
by: Jack Henke

Easy Inquiries-
1-In the early 20th century,
much of the lake’s weedy shal-
lows were filled in, as cottages
and camps gained popularity.
Two game fish, regularly
pursued by Oneida Lake an-
glers then, lost much of their
spawning habitat and their

numbers dwindled. What were
these fish?

2-What fort was built by the Brit-
ish army to guard the lake’s
Oneida River outlet during the
french and Indian Wars?

3-What is the nickname for the
circular and oval rocks that clus-
ter together on several of
Oneida’s more prominent
shoals? The rocks are rich in
manganese.

Moderately difficult
questions-

4-What newspaper added a nice
literary flair to the Village of
Cleveland’s lifestyle during the
late nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries?

5-What Sylvan Beach hotel
served as home to the “Big
Bands” during the 1930’s and
1940’s? Frank Sinatra, Duke
Ellington, and the Dorsey Broth-
ers all played there.

6-The area surrounding Buoy
113 is sometimes called
“Messenger’s Shoal.” It has
another name, one that indi-
cates its navigational hazzards.
What is that title?

7-Who Dbequeathed the
“Xandria” estate, on Shackelton
Point, to Cornell University dur-
ing the 1950’s?

The ultimate challenges-
8-During the French and Indian
Wars the British also had a for-
tification on Oneida Lake’s east-
ern end. What was it called?

9-Give two other names that
have been used to refer to
Dunham’s Island in that isle’s
recorded history.

10-Who was the first Governor
of New York State to visit
Oneida Lake?

(Answers can be found on page 13)
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The Changing
Oneida Lake Scene

The “Ripples” Column of
the 1960’s

During the 1960’s, the
Oneida Lake  Association
Bulletin featured a lively col-
umn entitled “Ripples,” a
motley collection of short
subject entries on topics as
varied as bullhead fishing and
mermaid humor. This fun piece
of literature was highly popular
with the Association’s member-
ship. An examination of “Ripple
issues” reflects a few of the
tremendous changes that have
transformed Oneida Lake in the
past few decades. What follows
is a sampling of those items, se-
lected for you to savor. The
date that each entry appeared
in the Bulletin precedes the
item.

Fall, 1960 - Perch fishing was
unusually good all fall in the Big
Bay area. A large school of
perch moved into the bay early
in October and remained there
throughout the entire fall
season. Many boats reported
catches of more than one
hundred each day.

-Roger Allen reports bagging
several fine brant while hunt-
ing on Walnut Point on
November 5. Rog says there
was a large flight of brant
on Oneida Lake during that
weekend.

Summer, 1961 - If you don’t
want to get caught out in a
storm on Oneida Lake, take
this tip from an Oneida Lake
Association member:

He says that he gets an ad-
vance warning of storms by
carrying along a radio every
time he goes out on the lake.
Any excessive static, he says, is
a certain indication of a
weather change and a warning
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that a storm is brewing. He
usually doesn’t tune in to a sta-
tion, but turns the radio on with-
out a program, and just listens
for static. The latter is what’s
important and, when it gets fre-
quent, he gets off the lake fast.

-A period of warm, calm
weather caused Oneida Lake to
stratify during late July and early
August.

During this period the warm
surface water did not mix with
cooler, and hence slightly
heavier, water and settled near
the bottom.

The supply of oxygen in wa-
ter near the bottom was ex-
hausted, forcing fish to move
into shallow water. Low oxygen
conditions were limited to areas
over 30 feet deep.

Winter, 1962 - Ice fishing on
Oneida Lake has been good to
excellent this year. One old
timer at Jewell on the north
shore said, “It has been the best
year | can remember since
1897. That was some year.”

Summer, 1962 - Fred Zachall,
Muskrat Bay resident, did it.
Fred was fishing bullheads in Big
Bay Creek. He had a bite and
hooked a fish. But wait! When
he went to reel in he found that
he had hooked two fish on the
same hook! Yes, he landed
both.

-Seen in Toad Harbor: two
boats were fishing about forty
feet apart. Suddenly, one fish-
erman had a bite, yanked hard,
and then let out a yell. Alarge
bass on his line had broken
water and, then, jumped
into the other boat! Whose
fish was it?

-The big bald eagle is back
again at Three Mile Bay. This
bird has created quite some dis-
cussion for several years. Most
residents say that it is a bald

eagle, while others claim that it
is an osprey. The bird appar-
ently spends considerable time
along the Three Mile Bay shore-
line.

Winter, 1963 - “What can [ do?
I’'m only a guy who likes to hunt
and fish.” You can do a lot. At
every opportunity, tell your
thoughts to the politicos. Join
a sporting or an outdoor group
or at least support those who
are endeavoring to bring good
ideas to our public officials.
Write to our various represen-
tatives when you are requested
to do so by the club or group
that you join. The old saw that
the “noisy wheel gets the most
grease” is mighty true. Look at
what the Oneida Lake Associa-
tion has done. [

NOMINATING
PETITIONS

Under the OLA bylaws,
members may nominate of-
ficers and directors. A peti-
tion, that is to be signed by
at least fifty (50) OLA mem-
bers in good standing, may
state the name of a member
or members the petitioners
wish to nominate as officer
or director. The petition must
be served on any present
OLA officer no later then
three (3) days before the An-
nual Meeting. It will be man-
datory that the names on
any such petition be placed
on the OLA Nominating
Committee list with the per-
sons nominated by the
Committee, all in alpha-
betical order, for election at
the Annual Meeting.

OLA's Secretary will
make the membership list
available for inspection by
an OLA active member on
request. 2
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OLA Annual Meeting

Nottingham High School on

April 24, 1996

By: Tony Buffa

On Wednesday, April 24, the OLA will hold it's 51st annual
meeting at the Nottingham High School auditorium. Doors will
open at 6 PM. Early attendance is encouraged so that you can
enjoy our numerous exhibits. Children under 18 years of age will

receive an OLA fishing cap!

zebra mussel infestation, and
the fish cultural station at
Constantia.

The Oneida Lake Associa-
tion will award its coveted "Con-
servationist of the Year" plaque
to an outstanding supporter of
local conservation. The meeting
will close with the grand prize
drawing for the 6 H.P. Mercury
outboard motor and the distri-
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bution of door prizes. This year's
meeting will be special to all of
us. We encourage you to join
us for an evening of fun and
information. |
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While at the meeting, you will be able
to register for the annual Cicero Lions Club

Walleye Derby which, for
the fifth time, will include ex-
tra money prizes for those
derby winners who are also
1996 members of the OLA.
Membership renewals and
signups will begin at 6:15
PM. You need not be a
member to attend the
meeting, but only current
members will be eligible for
the drawing of the 6 H.P.
Mercury outboard motor.
This year's meeting will
begin promptly at 7 PM,
and a short business meet-
ing will ensue. Our theme is; KIDS... TAKE
THEM FISHING. Steve Brown, from the
Sport-fishing Aquatics Resources Educa-
tion Program (SAREP), will present an ex-
hibit devoted to kids and fishing. Also, Steve
will address the importance of getting chil-
dren involved in fishing. You can expect
dignitaries from the DEC and the re-
search community to update the status
of our fishery, the angler diary program,
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Certified
CES Environmental
Services, Inc.
1401 Erie Blvd. E. / Syracuse, NY 13210-1207
Phone 315 478-2374 / Fax 315 478-2107

O Asbestos Surveys O Asbestos Analysis

O Asbestos Abatement O Laboratory Testing
Project Monitoring O Environmental Audits

OTCLP Analysis O Stack Testing

OHealth & Safety Services O Field Sampling

[0 Sample Pick-Up
O Water Quality

O Asbestos & Lead Training
COWaste Characterization

O Underground Storage O Site Remediation
Tank Removal Project Management
Monitoring O Drinking Water Analyses

New York State Department of Health Certified
NYSDOH ELAP ID # 11246
New York State Department of Labor
Licensed Asbestos Contractor
NYSDOL License # AC-93-0415
H In House Laboratory Services
H Complete Client Confidentiality
H NYSDEC, NYSDOH & USEPA Approved Methodologies
B Documented Chain-of-Custody
H Strict Quality Assurance / Quality Control
(QA/QC) Practices
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WELDING

HARDTE SUPPLY

PROPELLER SERVICE & REPAIR
Inboard & Outboard / Repaired,
Pitched & Balanced

204 Salina St. 457'31 81 Liverpool, NY

BREWERTON PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy Chervinsky
Registered Pharmacists

B Cosmetics M Film - Cameras M Bathing Supplies
® Suntan Preparations M Sunburn Remedies

Next to the Bridge 676_4441

Brewerton, NY

W MULLIGAN'S
Sport Shop

© 212 State Fair Blvd. Syracuse, NY
B Discount Prices
H Live Bait ™ FishingTackle

(315) 471-8739

ONEIDA LAKE ROTARY CLUB
Presents the 1996

Walleye & Bass™

Tournament
This Fishing Tournament Begins On
Saturday, May 25, 1996 and Continues

Daily Until Sunday, July 7, 1996!
For Additional Information and to PURCHASE
Your Tickets, Visit;

H Brewerton Sports, Inc.

H Marion Manor Marina

B Thrall's Lakeport Marina

H Mickey's Live Bait & Tackle

Many SPECIAL PRIZES...with the

empharsis on "YOUNGSTERS"

FREE Fishing Trip from Ray Brown Charters
for a LUCKY YOUNGSTER!

# Boat Works Ltd.
s i One Stop
W' Headquarters For All
A Your Boating Needs

Marine Supplies / Hardware
Accessories / Rigging |

Spring Cleaning Supplies Now in Stock! W
O Hobie Cat

O Cleaners & Waxes

O Day Sailers O Motor Flushers

O Inflatables O Oils & Lubricants

O Precision O Safety Equipment

O Capri O Trailer Parts

O Dinghies O Paint

[0 Hobie One

O Canoes The Boating Store... that's

O Paddle Boats not just for boaters!

(315) 438-8915 |
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*NOTE: Bass are NOT LEGAL until June 15, 1996
TRADING

& marion
@ manor
marina POST

Corners of Rte. 31 & Rte. 13 Canastota, NY 13032

Walleye Fishing Derby

WIN PRIZES

BROWNING RODS & REELS

Over $2,000.00

in Retail value
YOU MUST Purchase Your CICERO LIONS
CLUB Ticket at Jiggs Trading Post To Be
Eligible To WIN!

OPEN ALL NIGHT MAY 3, 1996

(315) 762-4810

Boat Rentals, Lodging, Two Launch Ramps, Bait,
Tackle, Gas, Seasonal & Overnight Dockage Available
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HWeber's Restaurant

German Specialties & Catering
B Fresh Steaks & Chops M Fresh Seafood
B German Specialties B Weekend Specials

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
""12 Beers On Tap"'

(315) 472-0480 Eoriprnsiiny

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

AEGIS

Group Of Central New York, Inc.
Eller-Eassa Agency

PO Box 3580

6250 South Bay Road

Syracuse, New York 13220

(315) 699-5195

FREMAC MARINE

Sales, Service & Marina
Sea Nymph, Wellcraft & Tracker Boats

Nitro Bass Boats
Johnson, Yamaha, Mercury & Force Outboards
Mercruiser, Volvo Sx Cobra & Yamaha I/O's

(315) 633-2661

Located on Route 31 in Lakeport, NY

@& BREWERTON

BOATYARD, INC.
COMPLETE MARINE SERVICE FACILITY
Service on all inboard & inboard/outboards

wood, fiberglass & metal hull repairs,
haulouts by marine railway to 24 Ft. wide.

Dealers for: Volvo Penta & Force Out-
2 boards and Onan Marine Generators
#/ Wayne E. Carroll Edward A. Carroll

(315) 676-3762

Bennett Street / Brewerton, New York / 13029

Year-Round

& Daptac
?Tony Buffa's
FISHING CHARTERS

Port: Oswego Marina,
Oswego, New York

a 6 Passenger capacity.

Port: Thrall's Lakeport Marina
Lakeport, New York

& (315) 633-2694

We're here
to make a difference:

At Fleet Bank, we're working hard to make a positive
difference in the way you bank. After all, we're a different kind of bank.
Backed by all the resources of the Fleet Financial Group, we're able to
offer you the kind of innovative products and services you need today.
So stop in soon and find out how we can make a difference for you.

M

FIeethank

A Member of Fleet Financial Group

Brewerton / Central Square / Constantia
Camden / Sylvan Beach

1-800-228-1281

Member FQUAL HOUSIHG
FDIC LENDER

Oneida Lake Bulletin
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Like having BOSTON

i f

in your backyard!
Public e,
Boat MBS ;
Launching! y 11X Marine
Seasonal or Mechanic
per Launch on Premise

JOHNNIE'S PIER 31

m—— Restaurant & Maring s
OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

Seafood-Steaks-Pasta
Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake!

Just 10 minutes from the Turning Stone Casino

Thruway Exit 34, Canastota, NY
3/4 mile west of Route 13 on Route 31

(315) 697-7007

(& Captain
‘ %fé// RaI;r Brown's

’;\‘}

72 FISHING
' CHARTERS

*ASK about "Take a Youngster Fishing' Special

Walleye & Perch Fishing on
Oneida Lake

Fish aboard the 26' Thompson Hardtop
"OBSESSION II"
Conveniently Located at Marion Manor Marina

Fully Insured / USCG Licensed Captain
We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment!

For Information & Reservations
on our 6 and 3 Hour Trips, call:

(315) 623-9886

COMPUTER GENERATED GRAPHICS
COST EFFECTIVE ADS, BROCHURES,
DIRECT MAILERS & CATALOGS

io
STUDIO

Creative Advertising & Design
315 623,7588 fax 315 623,7288

BORIO'S RESTAURANT

"Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake"
8

Six minutes from the PennCan Mall
Off Lakeshore Road

B LUNCHES H DINNERS

| B RECEPTIONS B BANQUETS

CLOSED ON MONDAYS

699-2249

"PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR ADVERTISERS"

OLA

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC.
PO BOX 3536
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13220-3536
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