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by Edward L. Mills, Connie Adams, Anthony VanDeValk, and Lars G. Rudstam

The phrase “in a state of flux” characterizes Oneida Lake today. Probably the greatest single
cause of this alteration is the zebra mussel, which has changed the lake’s ecosystem in many
ways. Since these mussels infested the lake, water clarity has greatly increased. In 1996, clarity
was slightly lower than in 1995, the year in which Oneida Lake was the clearest on record. This
condition is expected to continue as long as zebra mussels remain abundant.

As zebras filter particles from the water, making the lake clearer, sunlight penetrates farther
into the depths, thus stimulating plant activity. The beds of submerged vegetation that once
grew along the shoreline in 3 to 5 feet of water now extend into deeper areas (6 to 13 feet). New
weed growth provides a habitat for invertebrates and a refuge for fish like yellow perch, small-
mouth bass, and sunfish. Deeper light penetration into Oneida Lake has likely affected fish
distribution, especially for light-sensitive walleyes. Anglers have discovered that walleyes, which
avoid strong sunlight, have abandoned exposed reefs and sought shelter in weed beds and in
deeper water, where light intensity is lower. Although offshore angling continues to produce
some good walleye catches, data from our Angler Diary Program indicates that fishermen who
work inshore waters tend to be more successful. The proliferation of zebra mussels has also
increased the population of bottom-dwelling invertebrates such as freshwater shrimp and midge
larvae.

Since 1995, the lake’s walleye population has remained relatively stable, at about 300,000
adult fish. Based on catches of young walleyes, we conclude that the number of adults should
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To the members of the
Oneida Lake Association - the
time has come to give my last
president’s report. My two year
tenure has passed quickly.
Your Board of Directors has my
heart-felt thanks for the job
that they do on our behalf.

We have dealt with various
lake-oriented issues over the
past few years and none has
been as important as the con-
tinuing lake level controversy.
Your Board of Directors feels
that caution must be taken
whenever significant changes
regarding this point are con-
sidered. Some pressure
groups want to eradicate any
high water conditions that oc-
cur on our lake. To accomplish
their goal, they suggest shorter
boating seasons, quicker draw
downs, and lower lake operat-
ing levels. Your Association
sympathizes with their pre-
dicament, but differs in the
extreme with their conclu-
sions and reasoning.

Any attempt to control
flooding must address the po-
tentially serious impacts on the
total Oneida Lake environment
that such an adjustment might
engender. Your Board of Direc-
tors felt that a special mailing
that promoted caution on this
issue was necessary in 1995.
The time has come to reinforce
our message. All lakefront
property owners, marina op-
erators, and lake users who
experienced negative condi-
tions last fall due to premature
low water levels should voice
their concerns to every appro-
priate authority. How many of
you had difficulty launching
your boat or motoring out of
your marina? This is a major
issue and, if we pressure the
powers that be, a positive
change can be effected.
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But the issue extends be-
yond boater inconvenience.
We, as an Association, want to
know all the impacts that will
occur should lake level adjust-
ments take place. What will
happen to our protected wet-
lands? How will our rich and
sensitive aquatic ecosystem be
altered? What economic rami-
fications will increased draw
downs have? These are impor-
tant questions that must be an-
swered prior to any lake level
action.

Again - voice your opinions.
Contact our elected officials.
Only through constant political
pressure can we insure that the
Oneida Lake we know and love
maintains its current vitality.

We have seen many im-
provements around our lake
over the past several years. We
want to insure that all lake us-

‘ers will be able to enjoy our en-

vironmentally healthy resource
for as long a yearly duration as
possible.

Your Oneida Lake Associa-
tion will keep moving forward
in its efforts to protect our lake.
To you - our membership -
goes our deepest gratitude for
your help in this endeavor.

i Bilfoudy.

John Guilford, Jr.
OLA President

From The Editors -

The ice has finally de-
parted and spring’s warmth
has arrived on Oneida Lake.
Our annual spring Bulletin
features a profile about
“Oneida Lake, A Changing
Ecosystem” in which Cornell
University biologists discuss
our lake's transformation. In
other columns, Richard
Colesante and Mark
Babenzien highlight this
season’s active program at
Constantia’'s Oneida Fish

Cultural Station, Bob
Ripberger relates memories
of the lake’s infamous
storms, Tony Buffa muses
about the nature of Oneida
Lake fishing and also de-
scribes our April 23rd An-
nual Meeting at Hottmgham
High School.

This is the season of re-
newal and, to all of you, we
wish a happy, productive,
and safe spring.

- -Dom Maio
~-Jack Henke

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION
INC, FOUNDED IN 1945

The Bulletin is published by the
Oneida Lake Association, Inc., that its
members may be informed regarding
the activities of the Association. The
Oneida Lake Association, Inc., was
organized in 1945 to restore and
preserve the natural resources of
Oneida Lake and its environs.
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The OLA

Fishing Corner

Where Are the

Fishermen?
by Capt. Tony Buffa

1996 was a different fish-
ing season. Conditions in the
summer and autumn were of-
ten ideal, but the number of
fishing boats on Oneida Lake
was the fewest I've seen in my
21 years as a charter captain.

What was wrong? Perhaps
the walleyes weren't biting well
or maybe the yellow perch
catch didn't match the num-
bers from the 1980°s? Histori-
cally, Oneida Lake has pro-
vided quality fishing for thou-
sands of anglers. It's disap-
pointing to think that a chal-
lenging angling year could turn
off so many fishermen.

In sport fishing what
counts are items such as the
skill used to entice a strike or
the intensity of a fish’s battle.
The experience of fishing, of
just being a part of the envi-
ronment, and of enjoying the
Oneida Lake scene matters to
the sport fisherman. In many
regions, “catch and release”
policies were instituted to pre-
serve a valuable fishery. Even
though fish aren’'t removed,
participation in these angling
sanctuaries remains high.

For the next few years, we
may have to re-educate our-
selves in terms of Oneida Lake
expectations. With walleye re-
cruitment at an all-time low, I
don’t expect a resurgence for
at least 3 or 4 years and that's
predicated on a good walleye
year class for 1996. This sta-
tistic, of course, will not be
determined until this spring.

How does the situation
translate? It's called “sport fish-
ing.” There’s still tremendous
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pleasure in Oneida Lake an-
gling. During the lake’s recov-
ery period, don't discount the
smallmouth bass and yellow
perch. Bass in the 17 to 19 inch
category are common and this
species often bites throughout
the day. Keep fishing for wall-
eyes. Your catches may be
lower and you may have to use
alternative techniques, but you
will savor some good walleye
trips even in an “off” year. The
lake’s perch population is re-
bounding. Once we judged
perch catches by the number
of five gallon pails we filled. In
retrospect, I must say that this
practice left us with a jaded
sense of fishing achievement.
Ten to twenty Oneida Lake
"jack perch" should satisfy any
angler’s needs.

What about Oneida’s other
species? If it weren't for sheep-
shead, catfish, sunfish, and
rock bass, I might never have
developed a love for fishing.
Catch and size statistics are but
one small part of this great
recreation. Perhaps we should
consider the total picture, ex-
amine our consciences and
ask, “Are we sport fishermen
or spoiled fishermen 2” g

Oneida Lake

Recollections

Stormy Memories

by Bob Ripberger

On a fine summer evening
in June, 1945, two friends of
mine and I rented a boat at
Therre’s on Lower South Bay.
We loaded the wooden craft
with our gear, mounted my 3.5
horsepower outboard on the
transom, and headed for
Frenchman'’s Island. The three
of us enjoyed the spirit of

these rare fishing trips but,
on this occasion, the fine catch
of walleyes that we had

%3 dreamed about simply did not

materialize. We were a stub-
born trio, however, and we
stayed on the water well past
sundown. Suddenly, the
wind came up and a summer
storm rolled in, venting its fury
upon us. I started the motor
and headed for shore as the
rain fell in torrents and the
waves got bigger and bigger.
Water lapped over the gun-
wales as I desperately tried to
steer the boat through those
pounding waves. My friends’
reactions, though, made that
ordeal easier to bear. My
Italian-American comrade,
seated in the middle, kept
praying to the Almighty for
our deliverance from Oneida’s
power while my Irish-American
buddy was in the bow, singing
an ancient Irish fighting song
at the top of his lungs. I will
never forget that night.

On another occasion we
motored back to the marina
just in time to avoid an early
evening storm. As we stood
on the dock, one of my friends
surveyed the lake and ob-
served, “That boat by the Is-
land started back, but it
seems to have stopped.” Two
men in the craft were waving
and appeared to be yelling for
help (we could not hear them
because the wind howled so

"loudly). One of my friends

jumped into our boat's bow
and I comandeered our 3.5
Elto Handitwin motor. That
little outboard never fal-
tered and we performed a
successful, although slow and
very wet, rescue. With sadness,
and reluctance, I gave up the
Elto last year, but found a
proper home for it - the Oneida
Fish Cultural Station at

Constantia.
L]
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Oneida Fish
Cultural Station
1997 - 1998 Activities

by Richard Colesante & Mark Babenzien

With November's exception,
this has been a great winter.
Spring rapidly approaches and
another walleye spawning run
will soon be upon us. Walleye
behavior provides a nice sea-
sonal harbinger.

months, indicating that our
stocked sturgeons’ health has
been excellent.

This year's walleye ice fish-
ing produced decent catches
and the winter’s perch harvest
was above average. Hopefully,
anglers left us some for April!
If you haven't toured the new
hatchery, plan a visit. If you've
been here, a return trip might
be in order. Every year pro-

A fisheries' technician pilots a hatchery boat up Scriba Creek's spring torrent

This year’s Oneida Hatchery
program will involve walleye fry
and fingerling production. One
of our goals is to pursue
water temperature and disease
control more aggressively,
two factors that have seriously
impacted state wide walleye
production during the last four
seasons. We have some new
ideas that may lead to im-
provements in these critical
areas. We are planning for
another year of rearing lake
sturgeon fingerlings, assum-
ing that breeder fish are
available from the Saint
Lawrence River. Ideally, this will
yield a third year of successful
Oneida Lake sturgeon stock-
ing. Cornell University biolo-
gists, working out of their
Shackelton Point research
facility, caught five sturgeon
last fall. These fish had grown
about ten inches in only ten
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vides different, valuable, and
educational experiences. We
will begin netting breeder fish
immediately after ice-out, if
this occurs around April 1st.
For updated information, read
your local newspapers or call
315-623-7311 between 7:30
A.M. and 4:00 PM. H

Bulletin
Archives in

Area Libraries

Are you interested in exam-
ining past Oneida Lake Asso-
ciation Bulletins? Two sets of
our newsletter, each including
issues that date from 1951 to
1991, are now available for
research. The Onondaga
County Public Library, located
in the Galleries Mall in down-
town Syracuse, has the most
complete collection and the
Madison County Historical

Society, on Main Street in
Oneida, has another set. To
expedite your inquiries, the
Bulletins’ collections are ac-
companied by a topical index,
which alphabetically lists sub-
jects within the papers that
are relative to Oneida Lake
and cites the paper’s edi-
tions in which articles on these
topics appeared. B

NOMINATING

PETITIONS

Under the OLA bylaws, mem-
bers may nominate officers and
directors. A petition, that is to
be signed by at least fifty (50)
OLA members in good stand-
ing, may state the name of a
member or members the peti-
tioners wish to nominate as
officer or director. The petition
must be served on any present
OLA officer no later than three
(3) days before the Annual
Meeting. It will be mandatory
that the names on any such pe-
tition be placed on the OLA
Nominating Committee list with
the persons nominated by the
committee, all in alphabetical
order, for election at the Annual
Meeting.

The OLA Secretary will make
the membership list available
for inspection by an OLA active
member on request.

Ice Fishing - 1997
by. Jerry Randall
Last winter provided some
interesting and productive ice
fishing. As with open water an-
gling, techniques and “hot
spots” kept changing, but the
overall picture was bright.
Early January perch fishing
was better than average off
Williams and Chapman Parks
(north of Hubbard’s Bar) and
these areas continued to
yield good catches well
into February. In the latter
month, perch migrated to
(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 4)

deeper waters near these
parks and south of Cleveland
and Jewell. The area east of
Lewis Point, around Buoy 109,
was also good then. Anglers
landed many early winter
perch on small buckeye min-
nows but, as the season pro-
gressed, small jigs tipped with
mousie grubs inspired more
strikes. Two jigs that worked
particularly well were the “Ro-
dent” and “Glo-In-The-Dark”
tear drop models. Unlike past
seasons, copper colored ver-
sions of these lures produced
some fine catches. On good
days, happy perch fishermen
took home 15-25 nice fish and
some limit results were noted.

Walleye fishing was slow at
first, but gradually improved.
Early season pike anglers
landed some fine fish by us-
ing tip-ups baited with large
buckeye minnows. In middle
February, anglers who jigged
gold Kastmasters in the 1/4
and 3/8 ounce weight classes
began catching walleyes.
These fishermen tipped their
lures with perch eyes or min-
now tails. Copper colored jig-
ging lures also produced con-
sistently. Generally speaking,
walleye anglers had to work
hard for their fish - quick limit
catches were seldom taken.
However, many larger walleyes
in the 20 inch plus category
were landed, as were many
small pike that measured be-
tween 10 and 13 inches. As a
bonus, walleye lovers often
found that their offerings at-
tracted large catfish, silver
bass, and white perch. The ar-
eas around Buoy 113 and
south of Cleveland were best
for walleyes. =i

Walleye Season
Opens May 3rd!
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In Memorium -
Dr. Paul M. Cramer
(1907 - 1996)

The Oneida Lake Associa-
tion mourns the passing of Dr.
Paul M. Cramer, a Syracuse
physician who, for decades,
lived a life that was dedicated
to conservation’s noblest prin-
ciples. Paul Cramer was a past

President of the Association
and a member of its Board of
Directors and of its Advisory
Board. He was President
Emeritus of the American Wild-
life Research Foundation, a
past director of the Central
New York Wildfowlers, a life
member of the National Rifle
Association, a delegate to the
New York State Conservation
Council and a member of its
Board of Directors, a modera-
tor at the Adirondack Deer
Forum, and a hunting safety
instructor for over 40 years. He
belonged to many other con-
servation organizations.

Dr. Paul Cramer possessed
a passion for the Oneida Lake
experience and spent count-
less hours there, fishing,
hunting waterfowl, and mixing
with the lake’s people who
were, in a very real sense, his
people. His stories of the lake’s
history, interspersed with
warm personal anecdotes,
graced this publication’s pages
on many occasions. He could
delight a visitor by relating his
tales of lake adventures spent

in the company of his father,
with former Syracuse news-
paper photographer Art
Cornelius, with his fellow OLA
director and close friend Ed
Heitzman and with his beloved
Labrador Retriever “Black
Jack.” His work for the Oneida
Lake Association was tireless
and effective and his contribu-
tions to our organization
were invaluable.

Dr. Edward James Heitzman
(1925 - 1996)

We also note, with sadness,
the death of Dr. Edward James
Heitzman, a Syracuse physi-
cian who served on the
Association’s Board of Direc-
tors for fourteen years and,
later, on the Advisory Board.
Dr. Heitzman was a distin-
guished internist who was
lauded for his treatment of
“thousands of patients with a
unique blend of compassion
and humor.” He engaged in
private practice in Syracuse for
twenty five years and later
served as director of the
emergency room and health
services at St. Joseph’s Hos-
pital Health Center. At St.
Joseph’s he developed im-
portant changes in the quality
of emergency room care. His
medical career was highlighted
by many accolades and he
practiced his
profession until
his death.

Dr. Heitzman
and his family
were pioneer
cottagers in the
Bridgeport
area and lived
the “camp”
days, when drinking water was
taken from wells and simple
electric pumps drew lake wa-
ter for domestic uses. Dr.
Heitzman was an old time bass
fisherman, who used a veteran
fly rod and reel combina-

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from Cover Story)

remain near that figure for the
next few years. Our walleye
stock density (numbers per
square mile in the lake) is be-
low the long term average, but
is not expected to decline fur-
ther any time soon. Yellow
perch quantities have also
been relatively low since 1994.
However, catches of 1 and 2
year old fish in 1996 suggest
that the population will catapult
in 1997 and 1998 to around
2.5 million adults, the long-
term average. Mark-recapture
studies on walleyes and yel-
low perch, in which many of
these fish are marked and the
numbers caught in one year
are compared to the marked
total, will be conducted in
1997 to verify our predicted
populations of these impor-
tant species.

The freshwater drum (also
known as sheepshead) is an-
other historically rare fish that
has gained prominence in
Oneida Lake. A single success-
ful hatch in 1987 propelled
drum from a minor to a major
component of the fish commu-
nity. By 1995 and 1996 the
drum population approached
that of our walleyes. Because
drum are long-lived (some to
over 50 years) they are likely
to remain abundant even in the
absence of further reproduc-
tive success. Drum have be-
come increasingly common
both in our sampling nets and
on the ends of anglers’ lines.
Fishermen should harvest
more drum, as these fish com-
pete with walleyes for
available food.

Anglers’ catches, as well as
environmental factors, influ-
ence the state of Oneida Lake
and its fishery. In 1997 Cornell
University will be conducting a
lake-wide creel survey. Two full
time clerks will interview an-
glers, by boat and at launch
sites, to assess their success,
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effort, and the quantity of fish
they harvest. To accomplish
this, we need your coopera-
tion. Any Oneida Lake angler
is likely to be approached by a
member of our staff, possibly
more than once in a week or
day. Please be patient and
realize that their efforts are for
the good of the lake. Interviews
will be kept short. The last
Oneida Lake creel survey was
conducted in the late 1950's
and fishermen, fishing tech-
niques, and angling regula-
tions have changed greatly.

Dramatic changes have oc-
curred in the Oneida Lake
colonial waterbird community.
Historically, colonial waterbirds
such as gulls, terns, and cor-
morants were only rare visitors
to the lake. In the late 1920’s
these birds first nested on
Wantry, Long, and Little
Islands, off Constantia. In
subsequent years, their popu-
lations have expanded and, as
they all eat fish, these birds are
an important addition to the
lake’s food web.

Common tern numbers
have multiplied to about 400
pairs. Their population is
greatly affected by predation
on their chicks and eggs by
gulls, owls, mammals, and
shorebirds. The Department of
Environmental Conservation
classifies terns as being
“threatened” and they are cur-
rently being considered for
federal endangered species
status. Terns are entertaining
birds and their calls and
acrobatic feeding dives are
familiar to many lake users.
Cornell Field Station per-
sonnel help maintain Oneida
Lake’s tern colony through
habitat management, which
uses artificial shelters to
protect vulnerable chicks and
exclude gulls from nesting
areas.

Outings on the water
would hardly seem complete

without the company of
gulls. Development of Atlantic
coastal islands in the1950’s
moved nesting gulls inland and
they located on Oneida Lake
in the latter part of that decade.
Three gull species now nest on
Wantry and Long Island - Ring-
billed, Herring, and Great
Black-backed Gulls. These
birds scavenge dead fish, but
also prey on fish that swim
near the water’s surface, on
some invertebrates, on young
birds, and they often venture
inland to parks, farms, and
landfills to feast on food waste,
worms, and rodents. Oneida
Lake’s gull colony includes ap-
proximately 2000 Ring-bills,

200 Herring Gulls, and 2 Great

Black-backed Gulls. We plan to
study these birds further.
Double-crested Cormo-
rants are colonial waterbirds
that draw the most public at-
tention. Their inland move
from coastal areas has oc-
curred within the past 20 years.
Oneida Lake acquired its first
nesting cormorant pair in 1984
and there are now 247 pairs
on Wantry and Long Islands.
Cormorants are often viewed
in a characteristic wing-spread
posture, which they adopt af-
ter diving in order to dry their
bodys’ feathers and absorb the
sun’s heat. They sometimes
fish near the surface, like terns
and gulls, but they have the
ability to dive to the lake’s bot-
tom, foraging there on burbot,
bullhead, sculpin, and darters.
Later this year, we will publish
a detailed report that analyzes
their diet. Preliminary findings
indicate that cormorants con-
sume yellow perch, sunfish,
rock bass, emerald shiners,
trout perch (a small fish living
primarily in deeper water), giz-
zard shad, drum, white perch,
white bass, and walleyes. @
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Oneida Lake
History Quiz

by Jack Henke
Easy Inquiries

1~ Oneida Lake’s white bass
and white perch are genetic
relatives of what popular salt
water game fish?

2- What was the name of
the British general who
brought his small army across
Oneida Lake in 1777 en route
to attacking Fort Stanwix?
3-Which Oneida Lake tributary
contributes the greatest vol-
ume of water to the lake?

Moderately difficult
questions

4- The small island by the
Routell bridge in Brewerton
was formerly called Indian Is-
land and Baldwin's Isle. What
is it called now?

5- Who built the original
blockhouse that occupied the
approximate site of the
Brewerton Historical Society
Museum?

6-After the American Revolu-
tion, the Rev. John Shepard
received a land grant south-
east of Brewerton and built a
farm along the lake shore. This
land was a part of a larger
grant that was reserved for that

war’s veterans. What was the
larger grant called?

7- What was the name of
Lakeport’'s largest hotel
around 19007?

The ultimate challenges

8- An aide to General George
Washington is buried in a tiny
cemetery just west of North
Bay, along Route 49. Who was
he?

9 - A point east of Bridgeport
was named for a family who
built sturdy lake boats. Who
were they?

10 - What was the name of the
largest steamboat that pow-
ered across Oneida in the early
20th century?

(Answers below)

What a difference eighty years makes! This scene, taken from a post card created around 1917, shows the Barge Canal,
east of Sylvan Beach. Fish Creek enters the canal in the photo's right and a dredger works to remove sand from the

waterway's bed.
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(Continued from Page 5)

tion to practice his sport. A
benevolent man, he delighted
in taking friends bass fishing
and made sure that every-
one in the boat experienced
the joys of catching the ener-
getic smallmouth bass. Loyal
to Association principles, he
particularly savored passing
on fishing traditions to his
children and grandchildren.
Every Heitzman child be-

Oneida Lake Bulletin

- suamsuy

came an Oneida Lake Asso-
ciation member.

E. James Heitzman, Dr.
Heitzman's son, characterized
his father and Paul Cramer
with these words: “If there
were ever two dentlemen
who loved Oneida Lake, they
were it."

We will miss them. [ |

FREE MERCURY MOTOR!
Read the Bulletin for details!
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OLA Annual
Meeting at
Nottingham High
School on April 23

by Tony Buffa

On Wednesday, April 23,
the Oneida Lake Association
will hold its 52nd annual meet-
ing at the Nottingham High
School auditorium. Doors will
open at 6 PM. Arrive early and
enjoy our numerous exhibits!

While at the meeting you
will be able to register for the
annual Cicero Lions’ Club Wall-
eye Derby. OLA members who
catch prize-winning fish in this
contest will be awarded cash
bonuses. OLA membership
renewals and sign-ups will be
available from 6:15. You don't
have to be a member to attend
our meeting, but only mem-
bers will be eligible for the
drawing of a 9.9 hp Force out-
board motor.

A brief business meeting
will begin promptly at 7:00.

Exit 36

N Exit 34 A

Erie Blvd. East

% East Genesee Street
a x
QO

—+

o

0

= Meadowbrook

Drive

(690) Interstate

NOTTINGHAM
HIGH SCHOOL

ayesP] (187)

S

Directions to Nottingham High School

This year’s meeting’s theme is,
once again, “Kids - Take Them
Fishing.” Cornell University
and Department of Environ-
mental Conservation officials
will update members on our
fishery’s status, the angler di-
ary program, the zebra mus-
sel situation, and on the
Constantia Fish Cultural
Station’s agenda.

The Association will award
its coveted “Conservationist
of the Year” plaque to an
outstanding local conservation
advocate. Door prizes’ distri-
bution and the Force motor’s
drawing will close the meeting.
This year’s event will be
special and we encourage you
to join us for an evening of
information and fun. ]

Oneida Lake - 1897

by Jack Henke

Our lake area's visitors, one
century ago, would journey
through a far different world
than we know today. Getting to
Oneida was a slow, often
painstaking, process. Rail-
roads provided the most expe-
ditious method of travel. The
Ontario and Western Railroad
served the lake's eastern and
northern shores. It connected
with the New York Central at
Oneida Castle and ran north
from that depot to Fish Creek,
Sylvan Beach, Jewell (West
Vienna), Cleveland, Bernhard's
Bay, and Constantia. This line
carried more tourists than any
other road. The Lehigh Valley
Railroad joined the Central at
Canastota and travelled north
to Upper South Bay and Verona
Beach. On the lake's western
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extremity the Rome,
Watertown, and Ogdensburg
Railroad (which was controlled
by the Central) served
Brewerton's passenger traffic.
South shore communities
like Bridgeport and Lakeport,
both of which lacked a rail line,
depended in part on the area's
turnpikes and country roads
for outside connections. These
highways were seasonal af-
fairs, dusty and grimy during
summer's hot spells and mud-
died often beyond passage
during spring and fall rains.
Resilient residents, however,
learned to adapt. Produce,
logs, and passengers traveled
from the south shore via
steamboat to rail connections
along the lake. Sleighing was
an effective means of winter
transportation and, when safe
ice formed, the lake itself be
came a sleighers' course.

Steamboats were grand ves-
sels that plied Oneida's waters
throughout the navigation sea-
son. Larger boats like the Man-
hattan could carry in excess of
200 passengers. Some hotels
operated their private steam-
boats. Sylvan Beach's Forest
Home, for example, owned the
Fred B. Randall. Smaller ves-
sels also cruised Oneida and,
while most carried cargo, pas-
senger traffic provided addi-
tional income. In 1897, there
were 35 licensed steamboats
that frequented Oneida's ports.
This was a major transporta-
tion industry for that era. H

Sailboaters-
the sailing
season is
here!
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" We're the largest Alumacraft :
Dealer in the Northeast-

BOAT CO.

/\ ALUMACRAFT

B Stock rowboats ___:_J
B AT or BELOW =y
= =
- J Dealer Net Price

@ : ) ©00 |

ID Oneida Lake Association il i@i el

Member L =3

Trophy 185 S Tournament

Pro 175CS

A\ A A A A
; ' ' ] ) 3
}; 31 }§ gq )é E—s 1 1 L J =-F - b o
' | ’ s ] e
1 ﬁ" Lo ] ; L 3ot g
Vié6 V16 Vi4 T14S T14 T12S T12
Split Seat

D Senvior Mavine South

P.O. Box 620 / County Route 37 / Brewerton, New York 13029
Telephone: (315) 668-2030

Fax: (315) 668-2131
. J/
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HARDTE

WELDING
SUPPLY

PROPELLER SERVICE & REPAIR

Inboard & Outboard / Repaired,
Pitched & Balanced

204 Salina St. 457'31 81 Liverpool, NY

BREWERTON PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy Chervinsky
Registered Pharmacists
B Cosmetics M Film - Cameras B Bathing Supplies

B Suntan Preparations B Sunburn Remedies

Next to the Bridge 676_4441

Brewerton, NY

\\MULLIGAN'S

Sport Shop
212 State Fair Blvd. Syracuse, NY
B Discount Prices
B Live Bait ® FishingTackle

Certified
Environmental

CE S Services, Inc.
1401 Erie Blvd. E. / Syracuse, NY 13210-1207
Phone 315 478-2374 / Fax 315 478-2107

O Asbestos Surveys
O Asbestos Abatement

O Asbestos Analysis

O Laboratory Testing
Project Monitoring O Environmental Audits

O TCLP Analysis O Stack Testing

O Health & Safety Services O Field Sampling

O Asbestos & Lead Training 0 Sample Pick-Up

O Waste Characterization O Water Quality

O Underground Storage O Site Remediation
Tank Remova Project Management
Monitoring O Drinking Water Analyses

New York State Department of Health Certified
NYSDOH ELAP ID # 11246
New York State Department of Labor
Licensed Asbestos Contractor
NYSDOL License # AC-93-0415

B In House Laboratory Services

B Complete Client Confidentiality

H NYSDEC, NYSDOH & USEPA Approved Methodologies
B Documented Chain-of-Custody

B Strict Quality Assurance / Quality Control

T

Headquarters For All
Your Boating Needs

Marine Supplies / Hardware

Accessories / Rigging

[0 Hobie Cat O Cleaners & Waxes

O Day Sailers O Motor Flushers

O Inflatables O Oils & Lubricants

O Precision O Safety Equipment
O Capri O Trailer Parts

O Dinghies O Paint

O Hobie One

O Canoes The Boating Store... that's

O Paddle Boats not just for boaters!

(315) 438-8915

<Al A7
AN N

Page 10
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IR 4.“"‘

(315) 471-8739 (QA/QC) Practices
Boat Works Ltd. makon diggs
: (22 TRADING
One Stop marina &\ post

Corners of Rie. 31 & Rte. 13 Canastota, NY 13032

A complete line of Fishing Gear,
Bait & Tackle

mEBoat Rentals

ETwo Launch Ramps

m Seasonal & Overnight
Dockage Available

mLodging
mGas

Home Port of Capt. Ray Brown's
Fishing Charters

Call: (315) 762-4810

Authorized Sales & Service Dealer for
MerCruiser & Mercury Outhoards

Oneida Lake Bulletin
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Wieber's Restaurant

German Specialties & Catering
B Fresh Steaks & Chops W Fresh Seafood
B German Specialties B Weekend Specials

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
""12 Beers On Tap"

(315) 472-0480 S,

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

AEGIS
Group Of Central New York, Inc.
Eller-Eassa Agency

PO Box 3580
6250 South Bay Road
Syracuse, New York 13220

(315) 699-5195

FREMAC MARINE

Sales, Service & Marina
Wellcraft, Tracker & Nitro Bass Boats

Johnson, Yamaha, Mercury & Force Outboards
Mercruiser, Volvo Sx Cobra & Yamaha I/O's

(315) 633-2661

Located on Route 31 in Lakeport, NY

'(‘3

b8 BREWERTON
Wi BOATYARD, INC.
COMPLETE MARINE SERVICE FACILITY
Service on all inboard & inboard/outboards
wood, fiberglass & metal hull repairs,
haulouts by marine railway to 24 Ft. wide.
Dealers for: Volvo Penta & Force Out-
boards and Onan Marine Generators
Wayne E. Carroll Edward A. Carroll

(315) 676-3762

Bennett Street / Brewerton, New York / 13029

Year-Round

& (Japtain
‘w,’)Tony Buffa's

FISHING CHARTERS

Lake Ontario
Noted for trophy size Trout

& Salmon

"The Bandito IT"

30 Foot Sportcraft with a 10 Ft
beam and a 6 pass. capacity

Port: Oswego Marina,
¢ Oswego, New York

® Oneida Lake

* New York State's
Finest Walleye Fishery
"My Gal Cal IT"

28 Foot, OffShore with
a 6 Passenger capacity.

= Port: Thrall's Lakeport Marina
-~ Lakeport, New York

1(3135) 633-2694

We're here
to make a difference:

At Fleet Bank, we're working hard to make a positive
difference in the way you bank. After all, we're a different kind of bank.
Backed by.all the resources of the Fleet Financial Group, we're able to
offer you the kind of innovative products and services you need today.
So stop in soon and find out how we can make a difference for you.

MM

Fleet Bank

A Member of Fleet Financial Group

Brewerton / Central Square / Constantia
Camden / Sylvan Beach

1-800-228-1281 &

Member
FQUAL HOUSING
FDIC LENDER

Oneida Lake Bulletin
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Like having BOSTON
in your backyard!

Public ,._.i;g:__..!.__
Boat

Launching! | Marine
(S2%/ Mechani

Seasonal or ﬁ,ﬂ echanic

per Launch = on Premise

JOHNNIE'S PIER 31

m— Restaurant & MarinG s
OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

Seafood-Steaks-Pasta
Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake!

Just 10 minutes from the Turning Stone Casino

Thruway Exit 34, Canastota, NY
3/4 mile west of Route 13 on Route 31

(315) 697-7007

\ C/ Captain
~Z Ray Brown's

<. CHARTERS

Expert Walleye & Perch Fishing

on Oneida Lake
Fish aboard the 26' Thompson Hardtop

"OBSESSION II"

Conveniently Located at Marion Manor Marina
Fully Insured / USCG Licensed Captain
We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment!

For Information & Reservations
on our 6 and 3 Hour Trips, call:

(315) 623-9886

e-mail: rbchart@dreamscape.com
Internet http://www.charternet.com/fishers/obsession/index.html

COMPUTER GENERATED GRAPHICS,
COSI EFFECTIVE_ADS, BROCHURES,
DIRECT MAILERS & CATALOGS

i0
STUDIO
Creative Advertising & Design

315 623,7588 fax 315 623,7288

e-mail: maiostudio@msn.com

BORIO'S RESTAURANT
"Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake'"

Six minutes from the PennCan Mall
Off Lakeshore Road

B LUNCHES HDINNERS
H RECEPTIONS EBANQUETS

CLOSED ON MONDAYS

699-2249

"PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR ADVERTISERS"

OLA

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC.
PO BOX 353€
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13220-353¢€
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