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DEC Task Force Recommends

Tougher Cormorant Controls!

By Jack Henke

There appears to be progress in the
Oneida Lake Association’s crusade to rid
the lake of its destructive double-crested
cormorant population.

A Cormorant Task Force was convened
by the DEC this past spring. Various stake-
holder groups, including the OLA, were
represented. The Task Force’s purpose was
to determine how many cormorants would
be permitted to stay on Oneida during sum-
mer.

The group officially agreed that 50 nest-
ing cormorant pairs, not to exceed 100
birds, could live on our lake in summer.
The agreement was that the number of
nesting pairs would translate to the fotal
number of birds allowed on the lake.

Currently, there are over 500 cormo-
rants that call Oneida their summer home.
Migrants swell this population to more
than 2000 in early August. The Task
Force’s agreement would cap the lake’s
double-crested cormorant population at
100 — at all times.

The OLA applauds the decision. The
accord is a blessing for the lake’s environ-
ment, for the lake’s people, and for the
struggling economy of Central New York.

The news leads to a logical question —
how would Oneida’s cormorant population
be reduced?

The United States Department of Agri-
culture includes a division called the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS), for Wildlife Services. This
agency has been responsible for Oneida
Lake’s cormorant hazing program that,
during the past 5 years, has rid the lake of
most birds after Labor Day.

Rich Chipman, New York State Direc-

tor of APHIS Wildlife Services, recently
informed the OLA that his
division’s role on our lake
has expanded. Con-
gressman James
Walsh obtained
Federal funding
that enables
Chipman and
his associates
to increase their
effectiveness in
reducing cor-
morants’ devas-
tating influence
on the lake.

The Wildlife Ser-
vices’ program combines
active operations and research in
this fashion:

First, cormorant populations will be sur-
veyed on Oneida Lake and several nearby
bodies of water. Having these statistics
available will enable Wildlife Services’
personnel to measure the impact of haz-
ing Oneida’s birds on neighboring lakes’
cormorant populations.

Second, Wildlife Services has funded a
new Cornell University study of our lake’s
common terns. The present cormorant haz-
ing program does not appear to impact
these birds. This fresh investigation will
focus on potential effects that additional
hazing might have on the terns. Cornell
biologist Milo Richmond directs the re-
search.

Third, Wildlife Services’ operations’
technicians have placed radio telemetry
devices on 50 cormorants and set up a data
logger on Oneida Lake (that registers the
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birds’ radios’ signals). In addition, they
have assisted Cornell Ph.D. candi-

date Jeremy Coleman in
placing time-depth re-
corders on the same
birds. Coleman’s
research  will
document cor-
morants’ feed-
ing range
within the lake.

The former de-

vices will track
birds when haz-
ing begins (they
can identify cormo-
rants within a three
mile radius.)

Chipman stated that his
agency’s goal is to begin this year’s haz-
ing program in early August.

If this occurs, it would be an incredible
blessing for Oneida Lake’s beleaguered
walleye and yellow perch populations. The
lake’s August cormorant population ex-
ceeds 2000 birds. Each adult bird con-
sumes about a pound and a half of fish
daily. Simple math shows that the lake
loses around 1.5 tons of fish every day
when cormorant populations peak.

Expanded hazing will end this tragedy.
Limiting Oneida’s summer cormorant
population to 100 birds would be a giant
step toward restoring the natural order in
New York State’s most productive body
of water. The OLA is confident that fish
stocks will dramatically rebound.

Cormorant population reductions can-
not begin soon enough.




President’s Message The Oneida Lake
Association Inc.
Holy cow! The sun is shining, the fish are biting, and the wind velocity has fallen Follnded o 1945
below Mach-3! Thls message will be ghort which is, sadly, the way summer has evolved The Bulletin is published by the
thus far. I'm looking forward to evenings and weekends without cold, damp, blustery Oneida Lake Association, Inc. so that
weather so that we can venture out and enjoy Oneida Lake. its members may be informed re-
Before the boat leaves the dock, however, I want to congratulate all OLA members garding the activities of the Associa-
who contacted their elected officials regarding the cormorant issue. You got involved — tion. The Oneida Lake Association,
you voiced your views to the movers and shapers who craft public policy. Our State Inc., was organized in 1945 to restore
Senators and Assemblypersons received huge numbers of calls and letters. They are and preserve the natural resources
working hard, along with the Department of Environmental Conservation, to solve our of Oneida Lake and its environs.
cormorant problem. Officers
If you’ve forgotten, or haven’t had time to call or write your representatives, you Presidentie, s Kurt Snyder
can still make those contacts. Tell them you want action — and action NOW — to rid Vice President............. Richard Colesante
Oneida Lake of cormorants. All Association members can positively impact our lake Yice Pres%dem """"""""" : T.homas P.ierce
; . L - . Vice President..........5 William Schriever
by making a few simple calls. Oneida will be a better place for posterity because of our Botictangion Gt BN T Gt
efforts. Asst. Secretary ............... Robert Gang III
Have a fantastic summer! We’ll see you on the lake. TrEASULCE ot oo Fanales Edwin Olmstead
Board of Directors
Term: April 2001 — April 2004
Steve Rogers Marshall O. Naumann
/ WW Richard Iircival Parker J. Stone
Kurt Snyder Bill Girvan Bruce Schantz
President — Oneida Lake Association Term: April 2002 — April 2005
Arnold Armani Scott Shupe
Carl Preske Edward L. Mills
Lance Vella Matt Snyder
Term: April 2003 - April 2006
Chemical Control of Water Chestnuts e N
By Kristy Szprygada Jack Henke
. . Advisory Board Members
Mechanical harvesting and hand-pulling programs, although extremely valu- Aiitor Kaniizos Herbert McElroy
able, have been unable to keep up with the rapid spread of water chestnuts in Roy Ploski Fred David
Central New York. The Oneida Lake Association was issued a permit to chemi- William Sweredowski Robert Chabot
cally treat chestnuts in the lake in April of 2003. A company certified by New e Ll L L
; : ; Anthony Sauer Joseph Mastriano
York State applied a granular form of the chemical Aqua-Kleen in June of
2003. The granules will sink to the sediments, dissolve within 4-6 hours of
application, and be absorbed by the chestnuts’ roots.
More than 75% of the treated water chestnuts should begin to brown, wilt,
- S Y ®
3nd die within 3 weeks. Remember, h(?wever, that chestnuts have a tremen- Enjoy Safe
ous seed bank and re-growths can quickly occur. Plant resurgences do not
indicate ineffective chemical treatments. Aqua-Kleen is incapable of penetrating bo aﬁng —
the chestnut seed’s coat. The main goal of chemical treatment is to eliminate
this year’s plants before they produce new seeds. Observe the
‘We must combine mechanical harvesting, hand pulling, chemical treatments,
St - “rules of
and public education to manage and eradicate chestnuts from our area. The €S O
Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board coordinated 99
the permit applications that enabled chemical treatments to begin. the road
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EDITORIAL

@ @
In Appreciation

The Oneida Lake Association’s lobby-
ing campaign regarding the double-crested
cormorant issue achieved excellent results.
Our representatives responded and
strongly conveyed their support for the
OLA’s cause to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation.

Assemblyman David Townsend, As-
semblyman Bill Magee, Assemblyman
Jeff Brown and Senator James Wright in-
terceded with the DEC on our behalf. In
the finest democratic tradition, our voices
became theirs as they modeled an ideal for
responsive government.

Senator John DeFrancisco was a driv-
ing force within the DEC’s Cormorant
Task Force. The Senator, who sent staff to
every Task Force meeting, championed the

OLA’s position. “We represent people who
represent Oneida Lake,” he pledged.
“We’re here to make sure that their inter-
ests are satisfied.”

Assemblyman Thomas P. DiNapoli, of
the 16% District, is the Chairman of the
Assembly’s Standing Committee on En-
vironmental Conservation. Although his
district does not include Oneida Lake,
Assemblyman DiNapoli empathized with
our message and lent his office’s clout to
our ideas.

Congressman James Walsh again dem-
onstrated an outstanding commitment to
Oneida Lake’s welfare. His tireless efforts
to secure funding for the cormorant hazing
program deserve praise and appreciation.

The Madison County Board of Super-
visors is that county’s legislature. The
Board passed a resolution last winter that
called for strong New York State action to
eliminate the ecological and economic
harm caused by cormorants in the Oneida

The OLA Fishing Corner

A Few Sulnmel’ FiShin. Tips by Captain Ray Brown

It’s been an excellent walleye year on
Oneida Lake. Lots of fish and lots of keep-
ers have made our lake’s anglers happy.

We’ve taken the vast majority of these
walleyes by jigging. Black and purple
bucktail jigs proved most productive
through the end of June. We place a piece
of fat nightcrawler on the jig’s hook to in-
crease its appeal. We work these lures
slowly, bouncing them off bottom with a
steady motion. Walleyes often strike softly
so we stay very alert for subtle pick-ups.

A few factors can make a difference
between an excellent outing and a fishless
trip. I’ve observed many anglers’ habits
over the years and want to share some tips
that work for me.

First, be persistent. After you decide to
fish a spot, scout it thoroughly. Use your
electronics to find schools of walleyes and

perch. Slowly move over the area and
study your fish-finders. If you have a good
system, you’ll be able to easily pin point
the fish you seek.

Stay persistent as you fish. Don’t give
up if you fail to catch fish on the first drift.
Move your boat and shift the drift slightly.
Work the area thoroughly. Change jigs or
baitif your present rig isn’t working. Keep
your offering near the bottom. That’s
where walleyes and perch usually feed.

Avoid groups of boats that often gather
on hotspots. Remember that walleyes are
noise-sensitive and move if disturbed. For
example, we had fine walleye angling by
Messenger’s Reef, west of Lewis Point,
in June. Word spread. Large groups of
boats congregated on the reef. Fishing was
poor where the boats clustered because of
the noise they created. I fished away from
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Lake region. Copies of that resolution were
sent to appropriate state officials.

Several Town Boards, among them the
Towns of Sullivan and Constantia, ap-
proved similar resolutions.

Sincere words of “thanks” go to these
representatives.

We can show additional appreciation
when November’s elections occur. The
3500+ OLA members, their spouses, fami-
lies, and friends generate in excess of
20,000 votes. There’s no better place to
remember our political friends than at the
ballot box.

But the fight isn’t over. The news con-
tained in this Bulletin’s lead article shows
that we’re gaining. We may need more help
from our representatives. We know that the
OLA membership can loudly voice its
views, and we have confidence that elected
officials will continue to heed its cry.

Oneida Lake’s future depends on us. We
must never fail to speak out.

Captain Ray’s phone and e-mail were
erroneously printed in the last Bulletin. His
phone is (315)-439-7236. His e-mail is
captray@adelphia.net. The Bulletin re-
grets the error.

the group and was rewarded with excel-
lent action.

Fish Oneida Lake this summer. There’s
alot of superb fishing, and good times, to
be had. Best of luck to all.

Cornell biologist Tom Brooking caught
this 517 sturgeon while fishing Messenger’s
Bay with Captain Ray Brown. The fish
weighed over 40 pounds and was stocked in
Oneida in 1995. It was, of course, released
unharmed.




OLA Tourney Promotes Youth Fishing

If there’s any doubt about the quality
of Oneida Lake’s fish, that feeling was
thoroughly quashed by the results of the
annual “Take a Kid o
Fishing Derby,” held
on June 28 and 29.

At the Derby’s [
East End headquar- J§
ters at Ta-Ga-Soke [B%
Campground at Fish [
Creek Landing, Co- F=
Chairman Bill
Girvan reported that,
in the “ages 6 and
under” division,
Christopher Worden
of Verona Beach
trolled up an impres- &
sive 21-3/4 inch
walleye. Tiffany

twin to that pike to
lead the “ages 7-9”
class.

Justin Sigler, from South New Berlin,
landed a 17-1/4 inch smallmouth bass to
head the “ages 10-12” division for that
species. He was followed by Mike
Kurdziolek, who nailed a 17 inch smallie.

walleyes.

Family success at the Kids’ Derby.
Worden, of East Christopher Worden (kneeling) and, left
Syracuse, caught a 4, right, Bobby Worden, Tiffany Worden, headquarters
and Billy Bell proudly display their fine Brewerton Sports. Co-

Mike’s brother Joe boated a 16-3/4 inch
largemouth. Nick Monaco, of Utica, fol-
lowed with a 14-1/2 incher.

In that same division,
Bobby Worden of East
Syracuse caught the East
End’s biggest walleye —
a22-3/4 inch beauty! He
was followed by Verona
Beach’s Billy Bell with a
| 22 incher and Holland
| Patent’s Greg Buswell,
who landed an 18-1/8
inch fish.

Chris Lewicki, of Utica,
brought in a 16 inch
] smallmouth bass and a
| hefty 14-1/2 inch bull-
B head in the “ages 13-157
derby slot.

The derby’s West End
was

Chairman Steve Rogers

reported that kids entered
some very impressive fish at his store. Matt
Wilcinski of Bridgeport led the “age 6 and
under” class with a superb 24 inch wall-
eye. Jake Damewood, of North Syracuse,
proudly entered a 16 inch smallmouth bass

Here Come The Bass Pros!

Big names. Big boats. Big money...
and Oneida Lake’s big bass will high-
light the weekend of October 2-4, 2003
as the Northeast BASS Invitational
Tournament revs up its competitive
fires along Oneida Lake’s shores.

The tournament, co-sponsored by
ESPN and the Syracuse Convention
and Visitors’ Bureau, will attract about
350 fishers — 175 in both the amateur
and professional divisions. These an-
glers are serious about their sport - it
costs $1000 to enter the popular fish-
a-thon!

Prizes are, as you might imagine, im-
pressive. The total weight of three days
worth of “bassing” (5 fish per day, maxi-
mum) determines an angler’s placement.
Statistics like the total number of fish and
the weight of a fisher’s largest bass are
used for tie breakers. Grand prize is
$15,000 and a new $35,000-valued bass
boat/motor combo. Second place pays
$5000 and a similar boat. Prizes are
awarded down to the 50" finisher, who
receives $1000.

Weigh-ins will occur around 3 p.m. on
each day at Oneida Shores Park at

in the same division. Eddie Rogers set the
pace in the “ages 10-12” field with an ex-
ceptional 18 inch smallmouth. Michael
Carey, of Oswego, hauled in an 18-1/2 inch
pickerel to add variety to the “age 7-9” di-
vision.

About one third of the fish entered were
returned to the lake. The OLA encourages
this noble practice, which enriches
Oneida’s fishery and teaches resource con-
servation to a new generation of anglers.

Happiness is a big bass! Joe Kurdziolek
radiates the joy of catching an excellent
Oneida Lake largemouth.

Brewerton. Check the Post-Standard or
call the Syracuse Convention and Visi-
tors’ Bureau (315-470-1900) for more
details.

Cornell University biologists have
trumpeted Oneida Lake’s booming bass
population for several years. Angling
results have confirmed that great num-
bers of both small and largemouth bass
thrive in the lake. It will be interesting
to see how many fish a flotilla of aspir-
ing Roland Martins can harvest. All bass
are, of course, released after weigh-in.
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RepORT TAGGED STORAGE
4 || BOATS

Sturgeon in Oneida Lake and nearby waters may be CARS ,

tagged. Biologists at Cornell University and NYSDEC

need your help to track these fish. Yellow tags may be & Rvs

attached at the base of the dorsal fin. If you catch a tagged

sturgeon, please write down the number on the tag and

length of fish, release the fish immediately, and call

Cornell University at (315) 633-9243 or contact (3 15) 699-7643

NYSDEC at (315) 785-2262 as soon as possible. e ——————————

ADT Security All Sizes

o £
£ )
£
Cornell Field Station New York State
Bridgeport, NY 13030 Department of Environmental =
(315) 633-9243 Conservation | |

CHANGING JoBS?
RETIRING SOON?

Then you may be receiving a distribution from your
former employer’s retirement plan

0

Tax rules make investing to your greatest advantage

more complicated than ever! Douglas G. Russell

LUTCE CLU
Mishandling the distribution of your accumulated retirement

assets could cost you thousands of dollars. You need to make (315) 451-8488
your choices wisely. I can help you make those decisions (315) 451-8764 Fax

that can be most advantageous to you.

1-800-457-3527
For more complete information, including charges and DGR899@aol.com

expenses, call for a free prospectus. Read it carefully before
you invest or send money.

WE UnNDERSTAND WHAT YOU'RE WORKING FOR™

www.principal.com

Securities offered through Princicor Financial Services Corp., Des Moines, 1A 50392-2080. (800) 247-4123 Member SIPC.
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HARDTER VE;255

PROPELLER SERVICE & REPAIR

Inboard & Outboard / Repaired,
Pitched & Balanced

457-3181
BREWERTON PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy Chervinsky
Registered Pharmacists

B Cosmetics B Film - Cameras B Bathing Supplies
B Suntan Preparations B Sunburn Remedies

Next to the Bridge 676_ 4 4 41

204 Salina St. Liverpool, NY

Mickey's Bait &Tackle

715 South Bay Road
North Syracuse, NY

458-7998 <

An Oneida Lake
Tradition for over 50 years!

Lions Club Charity
Ticket Sale

Ultimate Fishing
Challenge

For tickets contact: Doug Russell
Phone (800) 457-3527 ext. 24
or (315) 451-8488 ext. 24
e-mail: DGR899@aol.com

- Boat Works
Ltd One Stop

Headquarters For All
Your Boating Needs

Marine Supplies / Hardware
Accessories / Rigging

O Hobie Cat O Cleaners & Waxes

|
e rﬁﬁ'

O Day Sailers [0 Motor Flushers

O Inflatables O Oils & Lubricants

O Precision O Safety Equipment

O Capri O Trailer Parts

[ Dinghies O Paint

O Hobie One :
OCanoes  The Boating Store... that's

O Paddle Boats not just for boaters!

Res: (315) 623-9572 (315) 688-9572

Fax 668-3121

JANIS SUSSEY
Licensed Real Estate Broker
2845 Route 49 e West Monroe, NY 13167

(315) 438-8915 %

BORIO’S RESTAURANT
“Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake”

6 Minutes from Route 81 (Exit 30)
Off Lakeshore Road

B Lunches M Dinners

B Receptions B Banquets
CLOSED ON MONDAYS

699-2249
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Wieher's Restanrant

German Specialties & Catering
B Fresh Steaks & Chops B Fresh Seafood
B German Specialties B Weekend Specials

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
""12 Beers On Tap"

(315) 472-0480 220 Danforth Street.

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

The Business & Personal
Insurance Specialists

6250 South Bay Road
AEGIS PO Box 3580
Group of Syracuse, New York 13320
Nce’,"yr “Ik Phone 315 699-5195
it Fax 315 699-8357

FREMAC MARINE

Sales, Service & Marina
Wellcraft, Tracker & Nitro Bass Boats

Johnson, Yamaha, Mercury & Force OQutboards
Mercruiser, Volvo Sx Cobra & Yamaha /O's

(315) 633-2661

Located on Route 31 in Lakeport, NY

-LJ--LJ-J--L-L-LJ--LJ-¢J--LJ~~L-L-L-L~LJ--LJ«J-J-
¥ compLETE

wee BREWERTON &

N A

+ SERVICE & BOATYARD, INC. :{;

L PARTS All Inboard & Inboard/Outboards L

J.  FACILITY Wood Fiberglass & Metal Hull Repairs i

t+ 315.676-3762 X
5405 Bennett St. =
Brewertown, NY Large Ship Store |
www.brewertonboatyard.com Operf Year};iotund/ Zer i

N PN AN A% 208 218 Z10 A1 28 218 70 250 206 208 288 20K 215 1% 218 A AR AR AR A8 AR

& Daptai
bTony Buffa's
FISHING CHARTERS

Lake Ontario

Noted for trophy size
Trout & Salmon
“The Bandito II”
30-foot Sportcraft with a 10 ft.
beam and a 6 passenger capacity
Port: Oswego Marina,
Oswego, New York

Oneida Lake
New York State’s
Finest Walleye Fishery
“My Gal Cal II”
28 Foot, OffShore with a
6 Passenger capacity
Port:  Fremac’s Marina,
Lakeport, New York

(315) 633-2694

Contact OCNB for all your
banking needs.

A B8 § e

PPl U ie
Bank On Us.

www.OCNB.com
1-888-343-4101

Brewerton Office
Arriving Summer of 2003

Locations:
North Syracuse, Liverpool, Brewerton, Pulaski,
Fulton and Oswego

T MEMBER

LENDER FDIC
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Like having BOSTON
in your backyard'

Public

Boat !
Launching! Marine
Seasonal or Mechanic
per Launch on Premise

JOHNNIE'S PlER 31

m— Restaurant & Maring s

OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

Seafood-Steaks-Pasta
Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake!

Just 10 minutes from the Turning Stone Casino

Thruway Exit 34, Canastota, NY
3/4 mile west of Route 13 on Route 31

(315) 697-7007

www.pier3i.com

Captain
Ray Brown's

FISHING
7 CHARTER

Expert Walleye & Perch Fishing

on Oneida Lake
Fish aboard the 26' Thompson Hardtop

"OBSESSION II"

Conveniently Located at Marion Manor Marina
Fully Insured / USCG Licensed Captain
We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment!
For Information & Reservations
on our 6 and 3 Hour Trips, call:

(315) 439-7236

e-mail: captray @adelphia.net
http://www.fishdwalleye.com

r——-—_---_-—--_---------—_—--———-—-—----—1

| ONEIDA LAKE

| ASSOCIATION MEMBER
| MEMBERSHIP $3.00

Oneida Lake Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 3536 Syracuse, New York 13220-3536
Membership VALID through December 31, 2003

State

Name
I It’s Your Lake 5
I reet
: Help to Preserve It o
I Complete information, '
| cutalong dotted line and mail. Zip

Phone ( )
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OLA
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