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Assemblyman David Townsend
Named ‘“Conservationist of the Year”

Assemblyman David R. Townsend, who represents residents
of Oneida Lake’s north and east shores in the 115th District,
was named “conservationist of the year” at the OLA’s annual
meeting in April.

Assemblyman Townsend has been a tremendous, invaluable
friend of Oneida Lake, the OLA, and New York State conserva-
tion in general. His efforts were instrumental in expediting the
successful cormorant control program that Oneida Lake now
enjoys. In addition, he championed the association's fight to
protect the lake's walleye population during the forthcoming
expanded bass seasons.

Townsend’s conservation legacy extends beyond Oneida
Lake's shores, however. The Assemblyman received the Teddy
Roosevelt Conservation award in 1992 for his sponsorship of
bills concerning the recycling issue and his successful effort to
keep the Pixley Falls State Park and the Oriskany Battlefield
and Steuben Memorial State Historic Sites open, after the Parks
Department cut them from their budget.

David Townsend, who worked in law enforcement for twenty-
four years before being elected to the Assembly in 1990, is a
member of that legislative body’s Labor and Local Government
committees. He is the ranking Republican member on the Codes
Committee and has also served on the Rules, Correction, Trans-
portation, Safety in the Workplace, and Environmental Conser-
vation Committees. A believer in accountability, Townsend is

the only member of the Assembly to have never missed a vote.
He has cast over 24,000 consecutive ballots since he was elected
sixteen years ago.

David Townsend embodies the OLA's ideals of public and
environmental service. We are pleased and honored to name
him to our elite group of Central New York conservationists.

OLA Vice President Tom Pierce congratulates Assemblyman
David Townsend.

black and white.

TheOlfmeida Lake Profile

The OLA is pleased to announce the publication of the third edition of “The Oneida Lake Profile.” This richly illustrated
pamphlet presents an overview of Oneida Lake history, but its main thrust is an in-depth discussion of the lake’s biology,
with emphasis on the ecological interaction of fish, aquatic insects, plants, and nutrients within the lake. Changes brought
about by invasive species such as double-crested cormorants and zebra mussels are highlighted. In addition, the “Profile”
lists new organisms that may enter Oneida Lake and discusses their potential impacts.

Unlike its predecessors, this “Profile” will be accessible on-line. Simply go to Google and type “Oneida Lake Profile” in
the search box, or use the web address http://www.oneidalakeinitiative.org. The on-line version is in color, the hard copy in
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President’s Message

The walleye fishing has been fantastic; some have said that this might be one
of the best seasons ever. I hope all of you have been able to get out and fish. |
noticed large numbers of “young of the year” yellow perch the other day while
wading with my grandchildren. As you know, walleyes will soon feed on these
fish (and small gizzard shad, if available) and the fishing might become more
difficult. Enjoy this great angling while you can.

Have you noticed the low cormorant numbers on the lake? I've seen very
few during my fishing trips. This means that predation on our walleyes, perch,
and bass will be minimal. Credit the group responsible for hazing our lake’s
cormorants. Rich Chipman and his Department of Agriculture-Wildlife Services
staff continue to do a superb job.

It appears that most of our members understood that dues had to increase
from $3 to $5. I was a little concerned about that, but our current membership
equals last year’s. We all need to do more to continue growth in this area.

A larger membership means increased political clout, which drives OLA ef-
forts. Your board of directors is planning a mailing to selected addresses around
the lake to build membership. Take your additional membership cards and sign
up friends. Make the OLA stronger.

Your board of directors will be addressing the following issues in the near
future: a revision of the OLA’s by-laws; enhanced public fishing access on the
east end of the lake; an examination of fish population forecasts with regards to
recent changes in the lake; growing our membership; and spearheading an initi-
ative to obtain funding for the renovation of the Sylvan Beach Pier (please note
the article in this Bulletin).

I wish you a safe and happy summer.

Deos 0.5

Richard Colesante
President — Oneida Lake Association

Snowmwobile Registration Laws

Two laws have been introduced into the Senate and the Assembly of the NYS Leg-
islature that could benefit hunters, fishermen, and trappers who use snowmobiles solely
for these purposes, while not using formal and maintained snowmobile trails.

Senator Jim Wright introduced bill number S-7915 and Assemblyman Bill Magee
introduced bill number A-11470. Both bills addressed the snowmobile issue. At our
June meeting, the OLA Board of Directors voted unanimously to support this new
legislation, which would reduce the cost of annual snowmobile registration from $100
to $25 for sportsmen who opt for the non-trail registration.

If you wish to encourage these bills’ passage, contact your elected state officials and
mention that you support the proposed laws.

State the specific bill numbers. Action on this legislation is expected in the fall
session.

The Oneida Lake
Association Inc.
Founded in 1945
The Bulletin is published by the
Oneida Lake Association, Inc. so that
its members may be informed re-
garding the activities of the Associa-
tion. The Oneida Lake Association,
Inc., was organized in 1945 to restore
and preserve the natural resources

of Oneida Lake and its environs.
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OLA By-laws Rewritten

It’s been a long time coming, but
the OLA board of directors has
recently revamped the association’s
by-laws to reflect needed changes.
The existing by-laws had been in
place for nearly fifty years! Details

will be forthcoming in the Spring
2007 Bulletin.
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The OLA Fishing Corner

Summer Tips from Captain Ray

Captain Ray Brown and his charters
have been enjoying outstanding walleye
angling this season. The Bulletin contacted
Captain Ray and recorded several of his
tips for successful summer walleye
fishing:

Expect Oneida Lake’s walleyes to bite
very lightly. Strong jigging strokes will
usually produce few hits. Instead, move
or bounce the jigs slowly. Simply drag-
ging them along the bottom can produce
fine results. Gentle lifts with your rod tips
also work. Walleyes in summer often just
pick up the jig; they don’t strike like they
do in cooler weather. If you feel any added
weight, set the hook. Half and five-eighths
ounce jigs work well in deeper waters.
Black and purple jigs are my “bread and
butter” lures. Sweeten each jig with a piece
of night crawler.

You’d be amazed at the number of wall-
eyes - big walleyes - that hang around the
lake’s thick weed beds. If you want to
catch these fish, you must first find the

Other Fishing News

right vegetation. Weed beds with lots of
baitfish — small yellow perch, buckeyes,
or shad — are just the ticket. Find clear
pockets in these weeds and work three-
eighths and half ounce black and purple
jigs through them. Often, you’ll get your
Jjig stuck in the weeds. Don’t get frustrated.
Pull the jig out of the weeds, rebait it with
part of a crawler, and continue jigging. I've
caught excellent walleyes in these envi-
ronments. Sometimes, weeds that grow in
only three to five feet of water contain tro-
phy fish.

On windy days, you can drift over the
thick weeds and vertically jig the open
pockets. You might only get a couple jigs
in one pocket, but you can hook up with
some nice fish.

When I drift for walleyes, I use Dixie
spinners. Red and white combinations, and
solid chartreuse Dixies, produce the best
results.

Good fishing to all Oneida Lake anglers
this summer!

Summer means perch fishing on Oneida Lake — especially white perch. These
fish, the lake’s most underexploited resource, swim in huge schools and bite ag-
gressively, especially during the last hour of sunlight. Look for whites around the
lake’s rock reefs — Messenger’s Shoals, Shackelton Shoals, and the Oneida Creek
Bar are proven hotspots. Use pieces of nightcrawlers for bait. Whites easily steal
whole worms, but small baits often catch multiple fish.

Remember — there’s no limit on white perch. Keep them all. Their population
needs to be thinned. Whites compete for food with walleyes and yellow perch.
White perch also make for delicious eating and, with their aggressiveness, are
probably Oneida Lake’s best “kid-pleasing” fish.

Some anglers mistakenly believe that jack perch only bite during the fall. Savvy
Oneida Lakers look for jacks in summer, checking weed bed edges and shoals.
Crawfish and small worms are excellent baits. Deep-water trollers often take jacks
using small flutter spoons, fished with lead-core line.
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Don’t be surprised if Oneida Lake ex-
periences algae blooms this year. June’s
heavy rains undoubtedly washed additi-
onal nutrients from farmers’ fields into the
lake’s tributaries. Nutrients, especially
phosphorus, encourage algae growth.
Even though algae can be a nuisance, it's
an incredibly important one. These tiny
plants are the basis for Oneida’s incred-
ibly productive food web.

Sign Up A Friend With the OLA!

Sylvan Beach hosts the annual “Canal
Fest” on August 12-13. Free entertain-
ment, craftspersons and vendors in the vil-
lage park, and a boat parade in the Barge
Canal highlight this lively weekend. The
Beach also sponsors its 31st Annual An-
tique Car Show on August 20, in the park.
Vintage vehicles shine amidst the village’s
comforting shade.

Practice Safe Boating —
Obey the Rules of the Road!

Congratulations to the staff at the
Cornell University Biological Field Sta-
tion, who celebrated that research facility’s
50th anniversary this summer. The Field
Station, housed in buildings of the former
Charles Brown “Xandria” estate, investi-
gates Oneida Lake’s biological mysteries.

“Catch and Release” —
A Renewing Angling Philosophy!

During the past year, the plight of
Constantia’s historic Congregational
Church, troubled by a declining member-
ship and difficult finances, received exten-
sive publicity. This beautiful, Greek re-
vival structure, located on Frederick Street,
will host Jack Henke’s lecture, “Local
History of the Oneida Lake Region,” on
August 8 at 7 p.m.. There is no admission.
Henke will also speak about Sylvan
Beach’s history at that village’s Union
Chapel on Sunday, August 6 at 7 p.m.




The Sylvan Beach “pier,” a concrete
jetty that extends from the Beach’s shore
2200 feet southwesterly into Oneida Lake,
was constructed in 1907 as a part of New
York State’s Barge Canal project. The pier
sheltered Sylvan Beach harbor, providing
safe anchorage for the hundreds of tugs
and barges that used the canal. It also kept
the harbor from being filled with Oneida
Lake’s shifting sands. A two hundred yard
long “rock pile” at the pier’s end gave ad-
ditional protection.

Originally, the pier was not intended to
be a recreational site, but its location
amidst the lake’s east shore shelving beach
transformed it into an ideal public fishing
access spot. “West winds are best,” said
Oneida’s old-time anglers, and the pier’s
history proved this. Strong westerlies
drove baitfish to the east shore, followed
by walleyes, smallmouths, and silver bass.
Hundreds of anglers made the pier their
favorite spot and used it to harvest impres-
sive catches of these fish. Night fishers
took bullheads, catfish, and more walleyes
from the pier’s lakeside shallows. The
pier’s fishing fraternity thrived and their
exploits created enduring legends.

Time wasn’t kind to the Sylvan Beach
pier, however. Wave action and ice ero-
sion took their tolls and New York closed
the pier to angling in the 1960s. The deaths
of two sportsmen, who were swept from
the pier, also influenced state action.
Prompted by pressure from the Oneida
Lake Association and the Village of Syl-
van Beach, the state refurbished and re-
opened a one hundred yard section of the
pier, adjoining Sylvan Beach’s lakefront
park, in 1975. The rest of the jetty contin-
ued to deteriorate and became a crumbled
concrete eyesore.

The United States Army Corps of En-
gineers completed a feasibility study for
restoring the Sylvan Beach pier in 2000.
The Corps concluded that the pier could
be rebuilt for about $8 million (estimates
have inflated since then and now hover
around $10 million). The Corps completed
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Tourists and anglers enjoy the Sylvan Beach pier, around 1920.

a scoping report, environmental impact
statement, and a design study for the
project. The latter included five alterna-
tives, ranging from a basic “rubblemound
(rockpile) jetty” topped with a concrete cap
to a “precast concrete pier,” highlighted
by a “bridge-type decking resting on sup-
ported beams,” protected by a submerged
rubblemound structure on the north side
(note the illustation below).

At this writing, the Sylvan Beach Pier
project rests in limbo. The Corps has
committed to half of the funding. The re-
mainder must come from what the Corps
calls a “local sponsor,” in this case the New
York State Canal Corporation, which runs
the state’s canal system. A Corps spokes-
man informed the Bulletin that, if the

Canal Corporation sent a “letter of intent”
to fund the pier, final plans and specifica-
tions could be completed by the end of
2007 and construction could proceed in
2008. At this writing, the Canal Corpora-
tion has made no funding commitment.

The Sylvan Beach Pier could become
the ultimate Oneida Lake public access
facility. Walkers and joggers, birders and
photographers, local folk and tourists, and
anglers of all interests would flock to the
pier. Thousands, perhaps tens of thou-
sands, would enjoy the jetty annually.
Indeed, the pier could be viewed not only
as a local asset, but rather as a wise in-
vestment in a better quality of life for all
New Yorkers.

PARTIAL PLAN
o o

A cross-section drawing of one of the Army Corps of Engineers’ pier restoration options.
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(315) 699-7643

STORAGE
-~ for
BOATS,
CARS,
& RV's

ADT Security All Sizes

O.FK. WOOD

REPORT TAGGED STURGEON

Sturgeon in Oneida Lake and nearby
waters may be tagged. Biologists at Cornell
University and NYSDEC need your help to
track these fish. Yellow tags may be attached
at the base of the dorsal fin. If you catch a
tagged sturgeon, please write down the num-
ber on the tag and length of fish, release the
fish immediately, and call Cornell University
at (315) 633-9243 or contact
NYSDEC at (315) 785-2262 as
soon as possible.

Cornell Field Station
Bridgeport, NY 13030
(315) 633-9243

New York State
Department of Environmental
Conservation

THINKING OF AN IRA?
SEEK ExPERT HELP.

When you’re sick, you see a doctor. When you have tax questions,

you see an accountant. When you want help with an IRA,

Today's IRA tax rules are extremely complex. A miscalculation or error in
judgment could end up being a costly mistake to you and your beneficiaries.

You can count on me to help guide you through the rules and develop

strategies to help protect your hard-earned money.

SE€€ me.

Douglas G. Russell
LUTCF, CLU

I have completed intensive training with nationally recognized IRA

distribution expert, Ed Slott, who was named ‘“The Best” source for
IRA advice by the Wall Street Journal and called “America’s IRA Expert”

by Mutual Funds Magazine.
Call me today.

We Understand What You're Working Fore
www.principal.com

Phone (315) 451-8488
Fax (315) 451-8764

1-800-457-3527

- Financial
Group

Securities offered through Princicor Financial Services Corp., (800) 247-4123, member SIPC, Des Moines, 1A 50392. Princor® is a member of the Principal Financial Group®.
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WELDING

HARDTER "s5epiy

PROPELLER SERVICE & REPAIR

Inboard & Outboard / Repaired,
Pitched & Balanced

457-3181

204 Salina St. Liverpool, NY

BREWERTON PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy
Chervinsky
Registered Pharmacists

o Complete Prescription Service
¢ Hospital & Home Healthcare

Sales & Rentals
» Hallmark Cards 676-4441
* Gift Shop 9679 Main Street ¢ Brewerton, NY

NOLDAN MARINE SERVICES, INC.
SYSTEMS TROUBLESHOOTING ¢ MARINE SURVEYS

August G. Noldan, S.A.

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors
Graduate of Chapman Yacht & Small Craft Survey
ABYC, U.S.C.G. AUX - 6 PAK INSP.

9214 Wilson Cove Road, Canastota, NY 13032
315-697-9211 ¢ Cell 374-1118

Mickey's Bait & Tackle

715 South Bay Road
North Syracuse, NY

458-7998

An Oneida Lake
Tradition for over 50 years!

812 State Rt. 49
PO Box 143
Cleveland, NY 13042

315-675-3662

CLEAN 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES,
with cable television.

y.\'¢ Equipped kitchens, decks - lake views.

BOAT RENTALS - Bait & Tackle
OTTAGES Boat Launching & Docking - Gas & Ice

On the North Shore of Oneida Lake ¢ www.fishoneida.com

Going Fishing?
We Have What You Need
to CAST OFF!

* Mirrocraft Aluminum Fishing Boats
e Nissan & Mercury Outboards
» Marine Hardware & Accessories ¢ Repairs
e Maintenance * Complete Ship Store
» Safety Equipment
. FULL SERVICE at DISCOUNT PRICES

230 Bridge St., East Syracuse

BOAT WORKS o

www.boatworks-ltd com _

&%/ cantfindit> Call 438-8915

(315) 668-9572
Fax 668-3121

www.northshoreproperties.us

€ PROPERTIES

JANIS Sussey
Licensed Real Estate Broker
2845 Route 49 » West Monroe, NY 13167

BORIO’S RESTAURANT

“Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake”
6 Minutes from Route 81 (Exit 30 - Cicero)
Off Lakeshore Road

B Lunches M Dinners

B Receptions H Banquets
CLOSED ON MONDAYS

699-2249

www.borios.biz
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MWebher's Restaurant

German Specialties & Catering
B Fresh Steaks & Chops B Fresh Seafood
B German Specialties B Weekend Specials

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
""12 Beers On Tap"

(315) 472-0480 Gornerof Frst Nort

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

The Business & Personal
Insurance Specialists

6250 South Bay Road

AEGIS PO Box 3580
Group of Syracuse, New York 13320
NCe"f;afk Phone 315 699-5195
ew Yori
Sucsssorased Fax 315 699-8357

1801 Route 31 ¢ P.O. Box 607
Bridgeport, NY 13030

(315) 633-2661 » Fax (315) 633-8319

www.fremacmarine.com

,W ’*@ MSTINGRAY. TRACKER
REY Fidhthe Fomit!

R DB

"YOUR COMPLETE MARINE SERVICE & PARTS FACILITY"
Service on all inboard & inboard/outboards
Wood, Fiberglass & Metal Hull Repairs.
Haulouts by Marine Railway to 24ft Wide
Open Year Round
Wayne E. Carroll  Helen M. Carroll
5405 Bennett Street, P.O. Box 583
Brewerton, New York 13029-0583
315-676-3762 ° Fax: 315-668-6177
www.brewertonboatyard.com
Authorized Dealers For:
Volvo Penta » Mercury/MerCruiser
* Onan Marine * Crusader ¢ Chrysler
° OMC Cobra * Westerbeke
e Interlux Yacht Paint Center

Lo Ctiain

B Tony Buffa's
FISHING CHARTERS

Lake Ontario

Noted for trophy size
Trout & Salmon
“The Bandito II”
30-foot Sportcraft with a 10 ft.
beam and a 6 passenger capacity
Port: Oswego Marina,
Oswego, New York

Oneida Lake
New York State’s
Finest Walleye Fishery
“My Gal Cal IT”
28 Foot, OffShore with a
6 Passenger capacity
Port:  Fremac’s Marina,
Lakeport, New York

(315) 633-2694
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“We’re Here
For You

Through All Of Life’s
Financial Needs.”

~The OUNB Guy

- Member
ocnb.com

FDIC




Like having BOSTON
in your backyard'

Public

Boat y
Launching! Marine
Seasonal or Mechanic
per Launch on Premise

JOHNNlE'S PlER 31

m— Restaurant & Maring s
OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

Seafood-Steaks-Pasta
Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake!

Just 10 minutes from the Turning Stone Casino

Thruway Exit 34, Canastota, NY
3/4 mile west of Route 13 on Route 31

(315) 697-7007

www.pier31.com

Captain

on Oneida Lake

Fish aboard the 24" Aquasport Center Console

OBSESSION III

Conveniently Located at the Oneida Lake Marina
Fully Insured / USCG Licensed Captain
We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment]!

For Information & Reservations
on our 6 and 3 Hour Trips, call:

(315) 439-7236

e-mail: captray @verizon.net
http://www.fishdwalleye.com

Ray Brown's

= FISHING

Expert Walleye & Perch Fishing

P.O. Box 3536 Syracuse, New York 13220-3536
Membership valid through April 30, 2007

State

Phone ( )

] ONEIDALAKE | OneidaLake Association, Inc.
| ASSOCIATION MEMBER

: $5.m Name

I I¢’s Your Lake ahe

: Help to Preserve It City

I Complete information, :

| cut along dotted line and mail. Zip
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