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OLA/DEC Cormorant Summit Produces Big Results

The Oneida Lake Bulletin
Spring 2014	 www.oneidalakeassociation.org

	 A November meeting between leaders 
of the Oneida Lake Association and New 
York State DEC is leading to big results: 
DEC will run an expanded, professional 
cormorant program to keep the birds in 
check from their spring arrival until the 
migrating flocks leave Oneida Lake in the 
fall.
	 Starting in April, DEC will assign two 
wildlife staff to the lake at least weekly, 
conducting scientific cormorant counts 
and nest destruction. If more than 100 
cormorants are observed, DEC will start 
harassment efforts twice a week until the 
number of cormorants drops back below 
100. In August, as migrant cormorants 
return to the lake in larger numbers, 
DEC will increase its wildlife managers’ 
presence on the lake and conduct more 
hazing. During the peak migration in 
September, DEC law enforcement staff 
will lend a hand for a total of up to four 
days of professional hazing each week. 
	 Compared to recent years, this effort 
will run much longer—up to six months 
instead of the four to six weeks of the pre-
vious fall-only hazing. It also increases 
DEC’s allocation of professional staff to 
the program. Deploying professional (as 
opposed to volunteer) wildlife managers 
means more efficient tools can be used, 
including lethal management. The new 
program will provide professional cormo-
rant counts, which are the most reliable 
way to monitor fishery impact and plan 
future management efforts.
	 The stakes were high for Oneida 
Lake’s walleye and yellow perch popula-
tions, as cormorant numbers have showed 
signs of increasing since the lake lost its 
successful federal management program 
in 2009. This was well understood by 
DEC’s Division of Fish, Wildlife and 

Marine Services and fisheries administra-
tors in Regions 6 and 7 when they came 
together last fall with OLA Board of 
Directors members to compare 
notes and listen to OLA’s 
case for a more aggres-
sive approach. The DEC 
team made clear that 
they too wanted to do 
more to keep the lake’s 
cormorant problem from 
exploding like it did in the 
1980s. 
	 “We applaud this great match 
between the interests of Oneida Lake 
anglers and the commitments made by 
DEC,” says OLA President Edward 
Mills, Ph.D. “DEC is continuing to work 
hard to solve the Oneida Lake cormorant 
problem, and they are finding creative 
ways to combine Region 6 and Region 
7 resources to promote a strong, profes-
sional cormorant hazing program.” Mills 
added that the meeting agenda was set by 
OLA after 2013 data included cormorant 
populations higher than target levels, and 
cormorant diets with significant numbers 
of age-1 yellow perch.
	 In outlining the new program, DEC 
reaffirmed its long-standing cormorant 
management goal for the cormorant 
population to be limited to 100 individu-
als from spring arrival until fall departure. 
The target dates back to citizen task 
forces held in the mid-1990s and it has 
been repeatedly cited by DEC and other 
authorities as the basis for cormorant 
management. The agency also decided to 
scrap the volunteer program, noting that 
while the volunteers’ efforts were much 
appreciated, the DEC staff time that went 
into organizing it could be better used on 
the water with a full suite of cormorant 

management tools at hand. DEC also out-
lined plans to minimize cormorant preda-

tion on gamefish without disrupting 
nesting by native waterbirds such 

as the common tern. 
	 The program is funded 
in DEC’s budget for 2014 
and 2015 and DEC and 
OLA will continue to 
monitor its effectiveness 
in reducing cormorant 

damage to Oneida Lake.

An Exciting Year 
for Lake Sturgeon 
in 2013
By Tom Brooking and Randy Jackson
Cornell University Biological Field Station

	 There’s something fishy going on in 
Oneida Lake! There were rumors about 
it… fishermen were talking about it … 
even some news articles that alluded to it. 
But there was no proof, no smoking gun, 
no pictures... could it really be true?
	 Our story takes us back to July 30, 
2013. It was a warm day when a small 
crew of Cornell University researchers 
had set some fish survey nets the night 
before off of Cleveland, the same as they 
have done ever since 1958. What was 
not the same, is that starting around the 
mid-1990s we began to see lake sturgeon 
in our nets, a fascinating pre-historic fish 
resulting from a NYS DEC re-introduc-
tion program for this threatened species. 
Approximately 8,000 sturgeon have been 

(Continued on page 3)
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To All Oneida Lake Association (OLA) Members:
	 Let’s be glad it is spring as the winter of 2014 was long and hard! Winter generated 
lots of ice reminiscent of the good old days and fun for those enjoying ice fishing, snow-
mobiling, cross-country skiing, and other winter activities. Now as spring and summer 
approach, our favorite lake has lots to offer: great fishing, beautiful sunsets, excellent 
boating, colorful bird watching, tremendous sightseeing, and more. Take time to enjoy 
Oneida Lake and its surrounding landscapes, which are precious and magnificent!
	 I lead off this message with a huge THANK YOU to Jack Henke who retired from the 
Oneida Lake Association Board of Directors and the editor’s post of the Oneida Lake 
Bulletin after 16 years of service. Oneida Lake and OLA benefited tremendously from 
Jack’s many contributions and dedication. Jack, the Oneida Lake Association thanks you 
and wishes you all the best in your pursuit of new endeavors and accomplishments. I am 
pleased to announce that Directors Patricia Cerro-Reehil and Matt Snyder have volun-
teered to fill Jack’s oversized editorial shoes starting with this issue. Their professional 
skill sets to serve as co-editors are unparalleled. Thanks much to both Patricia and Matt 
for finding time to make such a significant contribution to OLA and Oneida Lake.  
	 Spring and summer is boating season so I remind ALL users of Oneida Lake to read and 
use our Boating Safety Map. You can access this map FREE of charge from our website 
at www.oneidalakeassociation.org. If the safety map saves one life, it has been worth  
the effort!  
	 The OLA Board has been busy tackling a number of issues that face Oneida Lake.  The 
board is your voice on issues ranging from changes in fishing and waterfowl regulations 
to lake access sites to law enforcement to water levels to cormorant control, and more.  
I am pleased to report that several OLA Board members met with DEC in November 
2013 for a summit to discuss a more comprehensive cormorant management program for 
Oneida Lake. Our summit was a HUGE  success. I hope you’ll take a moment to read 
our lead Bulletin article for details. 
	 I encourage your attendance and welcome you to our annual meeting on Wednesday, 
April 30 at Cicero-North Syracuse High School.  Doors open at 6 p.m. with great exhibits 
on display, and the meeting will start at 7 pm., highlighted by presentations important 
to Oneida Lake. The OLA strongly believes in the winning blend of “family, children, 
and fishing.” Our third “Take a Child Fishing” charter and outing for three, guided by 
Captain Tony Buffa, will be awarded to a lucky child (under age 16) at our April 30  
annual meeting.  I look forward to seeing parents and grandparents with their kids signing 
up for this wonderful prize.  
	 As always YOU our members are the OLA’s most important assets.  Remember, strength 
lies with numbers and a solid membership makes it easier for our voice to be heard and 
facilitate the protection, preservation, and enhancement of Oneida Lake.
	 Lastly, I have been very pleased and proud to serve as your President for the past three 
years. Oneida Lake is irreplaceable and I THANK YOU for the opportunity to work 
with an outstanding Board of Directors and the OLA membership to make our favorite 
lake better.  I am pleased to announce that OLA Vice President Scott Shupe is President-
Elect and will become OLA’s next president in May. Scott has the energy, enthusiasm, 
and passion to lead and maintain OLA’s stature as the largest conservation organization 
representing Oneida Lake. Thank you, Scott.
	 I look forward to seeing everyone at the April 30 annual meeting and have a great time 
on the lake!

Edward L. Mills
President, Oneida Lake Association

President’s Message The Oneida Lake
Association, Inc.

Founded in 1945
The Bulletin is published by the 
Oneida Lake Association, Inc., 
so that its members may be in-
formed regarding the activities of the  
association. The Oneida Lake  
Association, Inc., was organized 
in 1945 to restore and preserve the 
natural resources of Oneida Lake 
and its environs.

Officers
President...........................Dr. Edward Mills
Vice President................ Richard Colesante
Vice President.......................... Scott Shupe
Vice President................... Matthew Snyder
Treasurer...................................Lance Vella
Secretary.................................... Jim Novak

Board of Directors
Terms Expiring April 30, 2014

Marco Marzocchi	 Bruce Schantz
Paul Metot 	 Scott Shupe
Edward Mills	 Parker J. Stone
George Reck	

Terms Expiring April 30, 2015
Anthony Buffa	 Robert Gang III
Richard Colesante	 Bill Girvan
Robert Cote	 Jim Novak
Thérèse Dancks	

Terms Expiring April 30, 2016
Patricia Cerro-Reehil  	 William Schriever
Warren Darby	 Kurt Snyder
Thomas Giufre	 Matthew Snyder
Thomas Pierce 	 Lance Vella

NOAA Discontinues 
Traditional Paper Charts
	 Since Thomas Jefferson was President, 
the United States government’s coastal 
survey has published paper charts of the 
country’s waters – until now. 		
In light of changing technology and bud-
get constraints, NOAA has discontinued 
its paper charts. The charts remain online 
to download and print at home at: www.
charts.noaa.gov and paper copies can be 
purchased from authorized sellers, listed 
on NOAA’s Web site. 
	 Mariners are advised to check the date 
of their charts; NOAA updates them regu-
larly with the latest information about 
depths and hazards. 

stocked from 1995 to 2004 in Oneida 
Lake.
	 Since that first stocking 18 years ago, 
sturgeon became an exciting new catch 
in the survey nets. Summer interns and 
experienced biologists alike, were all fas-
cinated by the shark-like relics, especially 
as they began to grow in size to 4-6 feet 
in length! It would take years for them to 
grow and reach maturity we were told, 
and many wondered if any of us would 
still be around to see it.
	 The hope for sturgeon to reproduce on 
their own in Oneida Lake was looking 
good! The sturgeon were growing fast, 
maybe faster than any other populations 
we could find, on a diet of zebra mussels, 
snails, and amphipod shrimp. Anglers 
started to report catches of sturgeon, 
touting it as “the catch of a lifetime.” 
On May 19, 2003 the Cornell University 
survey nets turned up the first ripe, adult 
male sturgeon! The fish had begun to 
mature, but we knew the females would 
take much longer than the males. We 
began receiving reports of sturgeon in 
some of the tributaries, looking for places 
to spawn.
	 It took 9 more years, but in 2012 
the females finally caught up. The first  
female with eggs was netted downstream 

of Oneida Lake near 
Three Rivers by USGS 
and Cornell Univer-
sity researchers on April 
19, 2012. Right there 
in our hands were the 
tiny little black eggs, 
like little balls of black 
gold caviar. You could 
feel that something tre-
mendous was coming, 
and the excitement was 
building. It even made 
the newspapers through 
a DEC press release; 

spawn. Even nine years after we found 
the first ripe male, we waited. We had 
very recently heard stories from fisher-
men, who claimed to have caught tiny 
sturgeon, said they existed, but we had 
no pictures, no baby fish, no proof.  And 
now here it was, the unmistakable proof 
that yes indeed, this Threatened Species 
had begun spawning on its own. The 
little sturgeon was 19 ½ inches long, and 
weighed a mere 1.5 lbs. A tiny section of 
the fin ray revealed growth rings (like a 
tree) that indicated the fish was actually 
already 2 ½ years old, born in the spring 
of 2011! The sturgeon had been spawn-
ing for 2 years before researchers could 
even confirm it, so it had actually taken 
the fish 16 years to spawn successfully 
for the first time.
	 In addition, USGS researchers caught a 
young sturgeon in the Oswegatchie River 
also in 2013, and another was captured in 
USGS netting in Fish Creek in the fall of 
2013. Two anglers have since provided 
photos of their young sturgeon catches 
in 2012 and 2013. While still rare, the 
young sturgeon appear to be doing well.	
	 Oneida Lake is at the forefront of New 
York’s sturgeon rehabilitation program.  
In addition to finding the baby sturgeon, 
one of our tagged sturgeon from Oneida 
Lake was found 123 miles away! A resi-
dent found a tagged sturgeon that washed 
up along the shores of Lake Ontario, west 
of Rochester. Kathy Gibson from Hilton, 

Sturgeon
Continued from page 1

A Cornell researcher holds a mature sturgeon from Oneida 
Lake’s increasingly healthy restocked population.

the fish were beginning to spawn! But 
would the fish spawn successfully on their 
own? Could they find the right habitat? 
Would the eggs really hatch? Would we 
get to witness this pre-historic fish from 
the dinosaur age, this threatened species, 
spawning in Oneida Lake?
	 Back to our story of the warm summer 
day in July, 2013. We had to pick up the 
fish survey nets off Cleveland. We had 
some student interns onboard, and they 
had remarked how awesome it would be 
to see a sturgeon. But an unanticipated 
breeze had the good old Oneida Lake 
waves beginning to build, and it would be 
important to get the net in fairly quickly; 
this would definitely not be a great time 
to wrestle a 6 foot, slimy, unhappy behe-
moth! As we pulled in the usual catch of 
Oneida fish species, the waves tugged at 
the boat and about halfway through the 
net, someone exclaimed “Hey, we caught 
a sturgeon!” Oh great, I thought, this 
should be fun to wrestle in these waves... 
but then the words came out, almost in 
disbelief. “No, it’s a baby sturgeon”...
	 When I picked my jaw up off the bot-
tom of the boat, I think I muttered some-
thing in disbelief like “Ummm what did 
you say?!?!” They confirmed it again...
There it was. The “One.” The first baby 
sturgeon in Oneida Lake from the stocked 
fish!
	 Eighteen years, we had waited to 
find that one fish. Eighteen years we 
had waited, for the fish to mature and 

Cornell Biologist Tom Brookings holds 
the first wild sturgeon to be encountered 
by researchers seeking to re-establish the 
fish in Oneida Lake.  (Continued on page 4)
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NY reported the fish on September 18, 
2013 and noticed a small yellow dangler 
tag in the fish’s dorsal fin. When they 
called to report it to Cornell University, 
everyone was astonished – the fish had 
been stocked and tagged in Oneida Lake 
by Cornell University fish researchers 
way back on July 21, 2004 at Messen-
ger Shoals. In the 9 years since then, 
this fish traveled the length of Oneida 
Lake, down the Oneida river to Three 
Rivers (10 miles) and down the Oswego 
river through Fulton and Oswego to Lake 
Ontario (another 24 miles), navigating 
through multiple locks and dams on the 
way. It then wandered around through 
Lake Ontario another 72 miles to Hilton, 
NY for a total travel distance of about 
123 miles. This is the farthest any tagged 
sturgeon from Oneida Lake has traveled 
to date. Two other tagged sturgeon from 
Oneida Lake have been found in Lake 
Ontario near Oswego in past years.
	 Our adult sturgeon in Oneida Lake 
nearly reached the 100 lb. mark this 
spring, with a 96 lb. specimen tagged and 
released by USGS on May 3, 2013. Who 
would have ever thought there would be 
a 100 lb. fish swimming around Oneida 
Lake? (Don’t be afraid, they have no real 
teeth! They have a muscular mouth used 
to crush small snails and zebra mussels.) 
The Oneida Lake sturgeon have reached 
almost 100 lbs. in only 18 years, this is 
an excellent growth rate. Considering that 
this fish can live over 100 years and reach 
300 lbs. when full grown, imagine what 
lies ahead for Oneida Lake! Legendary 
fish tales of our forefathers hooking into 
huge sturgeon may become a reality in 
the near future for Oneida Lake.

Sturgeon
Continued from page 3

OLA Members - 
Report Violators - 

Call 1-800-TIPP-DEC!

Is it legal to fish for sturgeon?
Sturgeon are a Threatened Species in NY, so there is no open season for them and 
possession is prohibited. Anglers may not target sturgeon or try to catch them. If 
an angler is catching sturgeon in an area, they should change tactics or move to 
a different area to avoid the risk of being ticketed. Sturgeon must be immediately 
released without harm, and must not be removed from the water for an extended period 
of time or handled in a manner that could cause them harm. Sturgeon may not be 
placed in a bucket, tub, livewell, on a string or any other holding device.  NYSDEC 
Freshwater Fishing Guide Vol. 4(1). All sturgeon caught while fishing other species 
must be treated and released immediately in accordance with New York State law.

Is it legal to catch a sturgeon?
In NY, it is legal to catch a sturgeon while legally fishing for other species.

Does it harm sturgeon to be caught?
The stress of being caught may interfere with spawning of female sturgeon. At all 
times of the year, handle fish carefully to avoid harm. Minimize time out of the water, 
and avoid bringing fish into the boat if possible. Do not hold sturgeon in a vertical 
position by their head, gills or tails. Always support the fish horizontally, and never 
touch their eyes or gills.

Do I need to report it, if I catch one?
It is helpful to report sturgeon catches to your nearest DEC Fisheries Office to help 
biologists. If you catch a sturgeon with a small yellow tag on the dorsal (top) fin, write 
down the tag number and quickly return the fish to the water. Do not remove the tag. 
Then call the phone number on the tag (315-633-9243) or call the nearest DEC office.

How big do they get?
Lake sturgeon in NY grow to over 300 pounds and 8-9 feet long, and can live to be 
over 100 years old!

Why did they disappear?
Human activities such as overharvest, pollution, and dams on spawning streams caused 
the sturgeon decline. Female sturgeon do not spawn until they are 15 or more years 
old, and were often harvested before they could even spawn once.

What can I do to help?
It is very important not to harass sturgeon when they are spawning! Report sturgeon 
catches and observations of spawning fish to DEC. Learn more by checking out 
websites at NY Sturgeon For Tomorrow www.nysturgeonfortomorrow.org and 
NYSDEC www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7025.html. Encourage sportsmen’s groups to 
support sturgeon, and let DEC know your support.

What if I Catch a Sturgeon?

	 Oneida Lake stands out as a promi-
nent feature of our local landscape and 
is important to both the local culture and 
economy.  A 2007 survey conducted by 
the New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation showed Oneida 
Lake to be second only to Lake Ontario in 
the amount of fishing effort attracted each 
year – resulting in more than 12 million 
dollars a year flowing into the Oneida 
Lake community. Walleye support the 
lake’s marquee fishery, and yellow perch 
and bass also provide excellent fishing 
and draw many to the lake.  Scientists at 
the Cornell Biological Field Station have 
been monitoring the lake for more than 
57 years and appreciate the opportunity 
to share with readers of the OLA Bulletin 
an update on the state of the lake from our 
2013 field season.

Walleye 
	 Our mark-recapture population esti-
mates of walleye are conducted every 
three years and give us the most accurate 
measure of population size. In 2013, our 
mark-recapture estimate put the num-
ber of adult walleye at around 360,000 
fish. This is down from a population 
size of just under 500,000 fish from 
our 2010 population estimate, but still 
well above the numbers we observed 
in the late 1990s, when the population 
was undergoing severe declines.  While 
walleye numbers are lower than in the 
‘good old days’ of the 1960s-1980s, the 
walleye population is clearly capable 
of generating angler catch rates as high 
as they were when walleye were more 
abundant.  Oneida Lake is still one of 
the premiere walleye lakes in New York 
State.  Anglers in 2013 enjoyed another 
year of excellent spring and early summer 
fishing, with good catch rates until giz-
zard shad came on in late July.  We saw 
the highest fishing effort we’ve recorded 
since we began regular monitoring of 
fishing effort in 2000, and estimate that 

State of Oneida Lake – and Gobies Are Here in 2014
Provided by Staff at the Cornell University Biological Field Station

some 60,000 walleye were harvested 
during the open water season.  High har-
vest rates combined with generally poor 
recruitment likely account for the decline 
in the walleye population, but the 2010 
year class was strong and should add 
many new fish to the adult population this 
year.  The walleye population should be 
able to sustain current levels of effort and 
harvest into the near future, but we are 
concerned at the overall poor survival of 
fish hatched during the 2000s, and there 
are no strong year classes following the 
one from 2010.  We will need to continue 
monitoring the population to ensure that 
it remains capable of supporting the good 
fishing Oneida Lake is known for.

Yellow Perch
	 The yellow perch population now 
sits at around 1,500,000 adult fish, and 
our samples in 2012 and 2013 produced 
the highest catches of adult perch we’ve 
seen since 2008.  As with walleye, yellow 
perch are below levels observed from the 
1950s to 1980s. We suspect that changes 
in the lake associated with establish-
ment of zebra and quagga mussels have 
reduced survival of very young yellow 
perch, and for the immediate future we 
expect abundance to remain below long-
term averages.  Anglers can still enjoy 
good catch rates of yellow perch, and they 
should continue to be a staple of the win-
ter ice fishery.  Poor ice conditions during 
many recent winters likely kept many 
winter anglers off the lake, so harvest of 
yellow perch may have been reduced, 
allowing the modest population growth 
we’ve seen the past couple of years.

Smallmouth Bass
	 Our catches of smallmouth bass 
continue to indicate a population that is 
some three times larger than it was in the 
1980s.  Our monitoring in 2013 indicated 
a relatively poor year for young bass pro-
duction, but our catches of adult bass in 

gill nets remain high in most recent years.  
Angler catch rates of bass are among the 
best in the state, and the lake now hosts 
several dozen bass tournaments annually, 
many from out of state groups.  Bass fish-
ing in Oneida Lake is attracting national 
attention and bass fishing is providing a 
real boost to the local fishing economy.

Other Fishes 
	 Our gill net catches of white perch 
frequently rival those of yellow perch, 
suggesting white perch are one of the 
most abundant fish in the lake.  Many of 
the white perch have reached respectable 
sizes, and they can provide an excellent 
added fishing opportunity to anglers on 
the lake.  As shoreline vegetation has 
increased with the clearer water condi-
tions brought about by zebra and quagga 
mussels, so have our catches of fishes 
typically associated with shallow, veg-
etated habitats.  We continue to see more 
largemouth bass, pumpkinseed, bluegill, 
longnose gar, chain pickerel and bowfin 
in our samples, all signs that the nearshore 
fish community is expanding in response 
to the increase in their preferred habitats.  
Anglers fishing shallower waters should 
enjoy a diverse catch.

Gobies are Here
	 More changes may be in our future, as 
the round goby was confirmed in Oneida 
Lake in 2014, meaning they may soon ex-
pand to become an important part of our 
fish community.  Based on information 
from other systems where goby have be-
come established, we would expect them 
to provide an excellent food source for 
walleye and bass, and may also become 
a favorite food of the cormorants on the 
lake.  Unfortunately, if goby provide a 
plentiful food source for walleye and 
bass, it could make fishing more difficult, 
much like the gizzard shad do in late 

(Continued on page 6)
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Gobies

summer and fall. So while goby may be 
good for our game fish, they may make 
angling more of a challenge.
	 As we head into the summer of 2014 
we expect Oneida Lake will continue 
to offer diverse and high quality fishing 
and recreational opportunities for all who 
visit.  The lake will continue to adjust to 
all the changes that have occurred over 
the past decades.  It is not the same lake it 
was in the 1970s and 1980s, but it is still 
one of the area’s most valuable natural 
and economic resources.
	 While the lake will always be a value 
to the region, it is clear that changes have 
become the norm.  All who value Oneida 
Lake must work together to protect it, and 
we will continue to monitor the lake’s 
health in order to help in that goal.  

Continued from page 5

Get Ready for the Annual Meeting!
Wednesday April 30 • Cicero-North Syracuse High School

Notice of Board of
Directors’ Elections 

	 Attention OLA members! Don’t 
miss your chance to vote at the 
2014 annual meeting, to be held 
Wednesday, April 30 at Cicero-North 
Syracuse High School auditorium. 
Members in good standing who 
attend the meeting will have the op-
portunity to vote on the following 
slate of OLA members, who have 
been selected by the Board of Direc-
tors Nominating Committee to stand 
for re-election to three-year terms on 
the Board: Marco Marzocchi, Paul 
Metot, Edward Mills, George Reck, 
Bruce Schantz, and Parker Stone. 

For an unequalled e-voyage, visit 
www.oneidalakeassociation.org

	 Our annual meeting will be at Cicero-North Syracuse High School, 6002 Route 
31, Cicero, NY 13039. Doors open at 6 p.m. so members and visitors can renew 
their OLA memberships, sign up for raffles, and view exhibits and demonstrations 
provided by friends of Oneida Lake. A brief business meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
and will be followed by guest speakers presenting on topics of interest to Oneida 
Lake anglers and other lake users.
	 As usual, OLA directors and volunteers will operate a membership sign-up 
booth so that past members can renew and new folks join our vital organization. 
You can take care of your renewal right on the spot, for just $5 per membership. 
You can also take the opportunity to bring new members to the meeting to sign 
them up—it’s a great opportunity for them to be introduced to OLA and learn 
what we are about. If everyone brings a fellow lake lover to the meeting, we can 
boost our membership rolls and add significantly to OLA’s meaningful, long-lived 
political clout on behalf of our lake. 
	 The opening exhibits will again be of interest to members, including author, 
historian, and longtime Oneida Lake Bulletin editor Jack Henke’s book display 
and signing; fishing tackle and equipment displays; taxidermy exhibitions and 
information about other organizations that work to promote the well being of 
Oneida Lake.
	 The business meeting will be conducted at a familiar, rapid clip, permitting 
OLA to “take care of business” and put its directors to work on behalf of the lake. 
Members will learn how membership numbers fared this year, elect a new slate 
of Board of Directors members, and receive the annual report on OLA’s revenues 
and expenditures. 
	 Then the real meat and potatoes of the meeting will be served, with reports 
from the Oneida Fish Cultural Station on the year's hatchery efforts and how they 
fared after the winter's heavy ice; a report on the lake's fishery from Cornell; and 
DEC providing details on cormorant hazing plans for this year. There will also 
be a presentation by the Verona Beach Lighthouse Association on enjoying and 
preserving some of our lake's signature, scenic views. There will be an expanded 
Q and A after the presentations.
	 As usual, OLA will raffle off a variety of lake-oriented prizes, including a free 
kids-and-mentors fishing charter with Captain Tony Buffa. Anglers aged 16 and 
younger and their family members can sign up for the kid+2 trip, ensuring that 
“kids+fishing=fun and a commitment to conservation” remains a vital part of 
Oneida Lake’s future. 
	 OLA can only meet the future’s challenges with your support. Make sure that 
you attend this tremendous annual meeting! Mark your calendars - Wednesday 
April 30 - OLA - C-NS! Your board of directors looks forward to joining you 
there for an evening of Oneida Lake fellowship.

	 Attention all OLA members: Mark your calendars for Wednesday,  
April 30 at 6 p.m. for OLA’s 69th Annual Membership Meeting!

OLA Members - 
Report Violators - 

Call 1-800-TIPP-DEC!

OLA Salutes New and Returning Members
	 For Oneida Lake, Association members are the lake’s greatest asset. Every person who signs up or adds a friend or family mem-
ber to the rolls adds to the Oneida Lake Association’s horsepower to get things done with local, state, and national agencies and 
partner organizations. The vast majority, if not all, of the volunteers at our events come from our membership. Entire conservation 
programs, such as the 2009-2013 cormorant hazing program, relied on the commitment of our members. And your membership 
dues help us produce Bulletins twice a year, host an annual meeting open to all members, and facilitate the work of our unpaid, 
volunteer Board of Directors. 
	 From time to time, the OLA pauses to thank those who signed up as new members or renewed after a brief hiatus from the 
Association. By coming on board with us or coming back to the OLA in 2013-14, the following individuals boosted our annual 
membership total by about 10 percent. We thank each one for your support!
Anthony Albanese, E. Syracuse, NY
Marlene Alexander, Sylvan Beach, NY
Daryl Allen, Canastota, NY
Karen Ayoub, Manlius, NY
Anthony Banetto, Holland Patent, NY
Ted C. Barker, Earlville, NY
John Barnes Jr, Syracuse, NY
Tim Barry, Webster, NY
Walter Bartoszek, Barneveld, NY
Paul Becallo, Cicero, NY
Michael Becallo, Cicero, NY
Rosemary Becallo, Cicero, NY
Herschel Beeman, Chittenango, NY
Gary Benedict, Camden, NY
Taylor Benedict, Camden, NY
Donna Benjamin, Verona, NY
Robert Bird, Cleveland, NY
Moira Blair, Manlius, NY
Paul Boatman, Liverpool, NY
James Borns, Bridgeport, NY
Alexes Bouchard, Cleveland, NY
Ryan Bouchard, Cleveland, NY
Brennon Bower, Syracuse, NY
Annaliese Bower, Syracuse, NY
Lisa Bower, Syracuse, NY
Thomas Brandt, Clay, NY
Scott R. Brown, Batavia, NY
Sean Brown, Brewerton, NY
Ray Buff, Ballston Spa, NY
Ralph Burden, Binghamton, NY
Jerry Burdick, Marcy, NY
William Burns, Sherrill, NY
Tammy Burrows, Bridgeport, NY
William Busch, Solvay, NY
William Butler, Schenevus, NY
Jackie Campbell, Constantia, NY
Garry Canino, Brewerton, NY
Joan Carbone, North Bay, NY
Eugene Carey, Cicero, NY
Kevin Catney, Verona Beach, NY
Edward A. Cave, Whitesboro, NY
Joe Cavender, Baldwinsville, NY
Betty Churchill, Clay, NY
Jennifer Cimilluca, E. Syracuse, NY
David Cirillo, N. Syracuse, NY

Schuyler Cole, N. Rose, NY
Zachary Coleman, Oneida, NY
Karen Coles, Bridgeport, NY
Tracy Collins, Oneida, NY
Carl Colombo, Solvay, NY
Colleen Conklin, Brewerton, NY
Justin Crowley, Victor, NY
Helen Czarniewicz, Cicero, NY
Ted Daly, N. Syracuse, NY
Bernard Davis, Remsen, NY
Ricardo Delgado, Utica, NY
Anthony Dellomorte, Cicero, NY
Suzanne Demarzo, Cicero, NY
Jack Denison, Clinton, NY
Craig Dennis, Manlius, NY
Edward Dickson, Blossvale, NY
Fred Dobles, Rochester, NY
Dean Drake, Central Square, NY
Walt Dreswick, Constantia, NY
Barton Dubois, Smyrna, NY
Tom Duell, Brewerton, NY
James Dunlavey, Syracuse, NY
Andrew Dunn, Oneida, NY
Chris Easter, Newtown, CT
Robert Eliuskes, Utica, NY
Terry Essel, Fayetteville, NY
Bob Fellone, Utic, NY
John Ferney, Kirkville, NY
Anne Marie Fiedler, Cicero, NY
Jerry Fielding, N. Syracuse, NY
Kristy Fischmann, West Monroe, NY
Kimberly Ford, Brewerton, NY
Joan Fraccola, Marcy, NY
Pat Fraccola, Marcy, NY
Amanda Francis, Central Square, NY
Linda Francis, Central Square, NY
Dan Frieden, Rome, NY
Robert George, Cicero, NY
Tom Giarrusso, Cleveland, NY
James Gibbs, Locke, NY
F. Spencer Givens III, Camillus, NY
Anita Govanini, Kirkville, NY
Daniel Grass, Hastings, NY
Kenneth Green, Manlius, NY
Jim Greene, Cicero, NY

Kathleen Greiner, Bridgeport, NY
Kurt Greiner, Bridgeport, NY
Jeffrey Grizzanti, Greenfield Twp., PA
Fabrizio Guerra, Southbury, CT
John Gulick, Rome, NY
W. Hagenmayer, Liverpool, NY
Don Hahn, Whitesboro, NY
Mary Anne Hankins, Brewerton, NY
Chris Hanley, N. Syracuse, NY
Shawn Hannan, Bridgeport, NY
Steve Hedrick, Brewerton, NY
Peter Heitzman, Oneida, NY
Tom Herman, N. Tonawanda, NY
Brian Hetherly, Clintondale, NY
Phillip Hildreth, Clay, NY
Dennis Hilgenberg, Hamilton, NY
Mark Hilgenberg, Oneida, NY
William Hilgerberg, Chittenango, NY
Dena Hoefler Hastings, NY
Mike Hoefler Hastings, NY
Gerri Holmes, Sylvan Beach, NY
Steve Hook, Warners, NY
Kevin Hopp, Bridgeport, NY
James Horton, Bernhards Bay, NY
Robert Howe, Rome, NY
Todd Howlett, Marcy, NY
Rowlan Hrywnak, Constantia, NY
Herb James, Cicero, NY
Sharyll Johnson, Cicero, NY
Elizabeth Jordan, Columbia, NJ
Ron Jubis, Marcy, NY
Melissa Julian, Cicero, NY
Jared Kachmar, Binghamton, NY
Julie Kachmarik, Binghamton, NY
Dave Kaplan, Utica, NY
Michael Kaszubinski, Brewerton, NY
Daniel Kazlauskas, Munnsville, NY
Hahle Keller, Oneida, NY
Austin Keller, Oneida, NY
Arthur Keller, Blossvale, NY
Madison Keller, Blossvale, NY
Jim Kempisty Jr., Clay, NY
David Kendart, Bridgeport, NY

(Continued on page 8)
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1405 NYS Rt 49 • Cleveland, NY 13042 USA Since 
1952

Autobody • Collsion • Towing • Recovery • Sand Blasting • Detailing • Glass
With Over 50 Years of Excellent Reputation, We Are Your Collision Decision

WWW.JACKCOLEMAN.COM

Office: 315-675-8652 		        FAX: 315-675-3756

www.marinevideos.com
         315-699-5517

Bluewater Nautical
Dvds & Videos

Navigation, GPS, Radar
Fishfinder Instruction DVDs

For both new & experienced Skippers

• Lightweight
• Wood-grain Finish
• Holds shape under snow load

(877) 387-0320

www.u-dock-it.com
U-Dock-ItTM

The OLA urges
members to support our 

advertisers!

As an OLA member and a waterfront resident, 
I know the community well and understand

your housing needs.  
Call me today, and let me put the full resources

of RealtyUSA to work for you!

• 8 Different Cabinet Brands
• All Types of Countertops • Vanities
• Free In Home Designs & Estimates
• PRICED BELOW HOME CENTERS

Show Room
Phone/Fax: (607) 785-1931

www.kitchenconceptsgb.com

Volunteers Wanted!
	 Your Oneida Lake Association’s outreach program 
involves staffing exhibition booths at regional sport 
shows. Directors’ commitments occasionally conflict with  
scheduling, leaving difficult gaps in coverage. We invite all 
association members to volunteer to fill these gaps. Work-
ing these shows creates a unique opportunity to promote the 
OLA and share great fellowship with scores of dedicated, 
fascinating outdoorspersons.
	 Any interested members should contact the board 
through our website - www.oneidalakeassociation.org.

Thomas Kendrat, Bridgeport, NY
Eli Kim, Chittenango, NY
Pauline Kinach, Verona Beach, NY
Donald King, New Hartford, NY
Dave Klock, Bridgeport, NY
Daniel Koch, E. Syracuse, NY
Kate Kohberger, Cicero, NY
Andrew Kolceski, Canastota, NY
Richard Kosakowski, Brewerton, NY
Steve Krol, New Hartford, NY
Janet Kuttruff, Camden, NY
William Lachut, Yorkville, NY
Gregory Ladd, Baldwinsville, NY
Bill Lafortez, Clinton, NY
Danny Landry, Liverpool, NY
Justin Lanning, Bernhards Bay, NY
Robert Lazzaro, Seymour, CT
Haydon Lecuyer, Cleveland, NY
Frances Lehman, Brewerton, NY
Jon Lehman, Seymour, CT
Camille Lepre, Endwell, NY
Jonathan Lewis, Wilmington, NC
Ryan Lewis, Salt Lake City, UT
Andrea Liedka, Williamstown, NY
David Lloyd, Canastota, NY
James Luto, Cleveland, NY
John Lyons, Syracuse, NY
Robert Maciol, NY Mills, NY
Irene Magdziuk, Liverpool, NY
Tracy Mallaro, Syracuse, NY
Greg Manning, Central Square, NY
Brad Marshall, Munnsville, NY
John W. Maurd, Memphis, NY
Diane Mazurek, Laurys Station, PA
Charles Mazurowski, Yorkville, NY
Betty Ann Mazurowski, Yorkville, NY
Mike Mazzullo, Oneida, NY
Frank Mazzye, Canastota, NY
Patricia Mcaluney, Cicero, NY
Jerry McAvan, Bridgeport, NY
Dan McConnell, Lancaster, NY
Rob McDonough, Wolfcreek, MT
Jim McEvily, Rochester, NY
Sig Menoch, Verona Beach, NY
Kim Meuch, Mexico, NY
Renee Mezza, Jamesville, NY
David Miller, Blossvale, NY
Mike Mishlanie, Holland Patent, NY
Jeff Mitchell, Cleveland, NY
Richard Mong, Fulton, NY
Meghan Moran, Syracuse, NY
Tom Morgan, Canastota, NY
Tony Morreale, Sylvan Beach, NY

Shannan Morrissey, Clay, NY
Nick Mozzetti, New Hartford, NY
Chip Nickerson, Cleveland, NY
David Niles, Chittenango, NY
Shayne Noel, Fulton, NY
Charles Norten, Oak Hill, VA
William Nye, Oneida, NY
Travis O’mara, Brewerton, NY
Ryan Ottaway, Chittenango, NY
Michele Ottaway, Kirkville, NY
Louis Papa, Utica, NY
Brian Parent, Remsen, NY
Gerald Payne, Liverpool, NY
Jeffrey Peil, Schenectady, NY
Jim Perkins, Kirkville, NY
Mark Pistello, Chittenango, NY
Jack Plumley, Camden, NY
Jesse Plumley, Baldwinsville, NY
James Pozniak, Blossvale, NY
Debbie Pratt, Verona Beach, NY
Wesley Pugh, Rome, NY
Jeffrey Putman, Liverpool, NY
Matthew Rancier, Clay, NY
Matthew Ranz, Swampscot, MA
Scott Redhead, W. Monroe, NY
Tim Reece, Bridgeport, NY
Erie Reese, Hamburg, NY
Jeremiah Renk, Clay, NY
Bernard Reschke, Mexico, NY
Kevin Richards, N. Syracuse, NY
Katie Riordan, Central Square, NY
Phyllis Rizzo, Oneida Castle, NY
Zachary Roberts, Bridgeport, NY
Larry Robinson, Minoa, NY
Ben Rogel, Brewerton, NY
Ruth Rogers, Brewerton, NY
William Rumble, Baldwinsville, NY
John Rumbutis, Utica, NY
Cliff Satterly, Cold Brook, NY
Jim Schleuker, Homer, NY
Keith Schmidt, Constantia, NY
Tom Schneider, Cicero, NY
Richard Scnoeck, Bernhards Bay, NY
Elizabeth Ann Seaver, Cleveland, NY
Anthony Sedlack, Cleveland, NY
Brian Sellwood, Cleveland, NY
Jim Serowik, Endicott, NY
Helen Sessler, Canastota, NY
Howie Shanley,Whitesboro, NY
Coleen Shaughenssy, Syracuse, NY
Rand Shaw, West Monroe, NY
Jesse Sherwood, Jersey City, NJ 
Danielle Sherwood, Jersey City, NJ

Dennis Shetler, Chittenango, NY
Kimberly Shupe, Buford, GA
Annie Sigmund, Sparrowbush, NY
John Silvaggio, Syracuse, NY
Lee Smith, Cleveland, NY
Ken Smith, Sherburne, NY
Timothy Smith, Cicero, NY
Nicholas Spera, Brewerton, NY
Doug Squires, Mexcio, NY
Bill St. Quin, Utica, NY
Jason Stalsonberg, Brewerton, NY
Jeff Stehle, Constantia, NY
Alicia Stevens, W. Monroe, NY
Bonita Stilwell, Canastota, NY
Alexis Stone East Syracuse, NY
Terry Streeter, Cicero, NY
Bill Stuhlinger, New Hartford, NY
Anita Sullivan, Oneida, NY
Joyce Taggart, Canastota, NY
David Tamutus, Syracuse, NY
Dann Tanner, Brewerton, NY
Carolyn Tanner, Brewerton, NY
Betty Thomasch Sr., Vernon, NY
Steve Thompson, Syracuse, NY
Mary Beth Togni, Canastota, NY
James Togni, Canastota, NY
Jason Toner, Chittenango, NY
Roxanne Treu, Cicero, NY
Paul Treu, Cicero, NY
George Twichell, Fayetteville, NY
Luke Valenti, Brewerton, NY
Nathan Valesky, Oneida, NY
Larry Vallancourt, N. Syracuse, NY
Kado Vanbeveren, Central Square, NY
Thin Vang, Canastota, NY
Mark Venesky, N. Syracuse, NY
Maryellen Venesky, N. Syracuse, NY
Peter Waack, Syracuse, NY
Noah Watson, Lowville, NY
Robert Wegrzyn, Marcy, NY
James Weiss, Vooresville, NY
Keith Werner, Raleigh, NC
Wendell West, Central Square, NY
Carl Westcott, Sherburne, NY
Angela Westcott, Sherburne, NY
Brendan Whelan, N. Syracuse, NY
Joan Williams, Brewerton, NY
Philip J. Wood, Laceyville, PA
Jonathan Woody, Camillus, NY
Joan Woolier, Sylvan Beach, NY
Tad Yager, Newport, NY
Rob Zdanowicz, Boca Raton, FL
Joseph Zdanowicz, Lighthouse Pt., FL

OLA Members
Continued from page 7
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BORIO’S RESTAURANT
“Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake”

6 Minutes from Route 81 (Exit 30 - Cicero)
Off Lakeshore Road

Lunches        Dinners
Receptions      Banquets

CLOSED ON MONDAYS 

699-2249
www.borios.biz

■

www.northshoreproperties.us (315) 668-9572
Fax 668-3121

Nicholas & Nancy 
Chervinsky

Registered Pharmacists

676-4441
9679 Main Street • Brewerton, NY

On the North Shore of Oneida Lake • www.fishoneida.com

812 State Rt. 49
PO Box 143

Cleveland, NY 13042

CLEAN 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES,
with cable television.

Equipped kitchens, decks - lake views.

BOAT RENTALS - Bait & Tackle
Boat Launching & Docking - Gas & Ice

(315) 675-3662

Janis Sussey
Licensed Real Estate Broker

2845 Route 49 • West Monroe, NY 13167

• 	Complete Prescription Service
• 	Hospital & Home Healthcare 

Sales & Rentals
• 	Hallmark Cards
•  Gift Shop

www.fishingcny.com

■
■

■

"YOUR COMPLETE MARINE SERVICE & PARTS FACILITY"
Service on all inboard & inboard/outboards
Wood, Fiberglass & Metal Hull Repairs.
Haulouts by Marine Railway to 24ft Wide
Open Year Round

Wayne E. Carroll     Helen M. Carroll
5405 Bennett Street, P.O. Box 583
Brewerton, New York 13029-0583

315-676-3762 • Fax: 315-668-6177
www.brewertonboatyard.com

Authorized Dealers For:
Volvo Penta • Mercury/MerCruiser
• Onan Marine • Crusader • Chrysler
• OMC Cobra • Westerbeke
• Interlux Yacht Paint Center

Member FDIC

29 branches located throughout 
Cortland, Madison, Oneida,  

Onondaga and 
Oswego Counties

475-2100

www.alliancebankna.com

	 Sturgeon in Oneida Lake and nearby waters may be 
tagged. Biologists at Cornell University and NYSDEC 
need your help to track these fish. Yellow tags may be 
attached at the base of the dorsal fin. If you catch a tagged 
sturgeon, please write down the number on the tag and 
length of fish, release the fish immediately, and call Cor-
nell University at (315) 633-9243 or contact NYSDEC 
at (315) 785-2262 as soon as possible.

Report Tagged Sturgeon

Cornell Field Station
Bridgeport, NY 13030

(315) 633-9243

New York State
Department of Environmental

Conservation

South Shore of Oneida Lake
1801 Rt. 31 Bridgeport, NY 13030
315-633-2661 • fax 315-633-8319

fremacmarine.com

Lake Ontario, Oswego, NY
Oneida Lake, Lakeport, NY

Salmon, Trout, Walleye & Bass
Boats: 31' PennYan & 28' Offshore 

Email: capntony@twcny.rr.com
  www.captaintonybuffafishingcharters.com

April through November
Call for reservations (315) 427-2278

Capt. Tony Buffa’s Fishing Charters
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ONEIDA LAKE
ASSOCIATION MEMBER

MEMBERSHIP $5.00
It’s Your Lake

Help to Preserve It
Complete information,

cut along dotted line and mail.

Oneida Lake Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 3536 	 Syracuse, New York 13220-3536
Membership valid through April 30, 2015

Name__________________________________________________________

Street _ ________________________________________________________

City____________________________________ 	 State__________________

Zip __________________    Phone  (              )_________________________	

 

(315) 697-7007
www.pier31.com

e-mail: captray@roadrunner.com
http://www.fish4walleye.com

(315) 439-7236

Fish aboard the 24" Aquasport Center Console

Conveniently Located at the Oneida Lake Marina
Fully Insured / USCG Licensed Captain

We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment!
For Information & Reservations
on our 6 and 3 Hour Trips, call:

OBSESSION III
OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Seafood-Steaks-Pasta

Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake!
Just 10 minutes from the Turning Stone Casino

Thruway Exit 34, Canastota, NY
3/4 mile west of Route 13 on Route 31

Please Support Your Advertisers

Seasonal
or per

Launch

Public
Boat

Launching!


