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SPRING 1994

Greetings fellow OLA members. By
the time you receive this Bulletin,
one of the most severe winters in
recent memory will have passed (we
hope). Even the most ardent winter
sports enthusiasts may have found
this winter’s severe cold and deep
snows a trying experience. Spring,
the season of renewal and rebirth,
will be marching towards summer.
For those more comfortable with
warm weather activities, the spring
brings a sense of hope and anticipa-
tion. Dreams of memorable days
spent fishing, boating, skiing, sail-
ing, swimming, taking photographs,
sunbathing, going on picnics, ob-
serving wildlife, and other activities
like just plain relaxing are revived
during the spring. We, as OLA
members, should be very proud that
Oneida Lake provides such a wealth
of excellent recreational opportuni-
ties. We also remain dedicated to the
preservation of the lake ecosystem,
and membership in the OLA is one
way to stay informed and involved
in protecting your inierests.

In the Fall 1993 Bulletin, I stressed
the important role that a large, or-
ganized membership plays in pre-
serving the lake and its environs.
In this Spring Bulletin, an article
by OLA member Charles Abate’
underscores this fact.

Please take the time to read this ar-
ticle and encourage (better yet - re-
cruit) friends and family to join the
OLA in order to play a role in pro-
tecting your lake.

Although the spring brings a sense
of hope and optimism, your OLA
board of Directors remains active on
issues of concern. Last year’s
spring floods, the loss of wetland
habitat, the loss of funding for re-
search on warm water fisheries,
the equitable enforcement of fish
and game laws, and improvements
to shoreline access sites areissues
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we remain concemed over and com-
mitted to. The articles presented in
this Bulletin will bring you up-to-
date on the OLA’s position and ef-
forts on these issues.

I hope that the discussion of these
issues does not dampen your opti-
mism or enthusiasm about enjoying
the lake but, rather, firms your re-
solve to support your Association’s
efforts at protecting your interests.
In addition, please use this Bulletin
to recruit new members and enhance
what is perhaps our most important
resource - our membership.

Have a happy and healthy season
and, remember, it’s your Oneida
Lake - protect it!

Joseph J. Mastriano

OLA President

Election Of Officers

In accordance with By-Law Amend-
ments passed at OLA's 1990 Annual
Meeting: the Nominating Committee
has nominated the following persons to
serve as officers and directors.

OFFICERS
President......Joseph J. Mastriano
Vice President.......... Arnold Armani
Vice President........... Robert Chabot
Vice President...... William Schriever
Treasurer................ Edwin Olmstead
Secretary........c....... Robert Gang III
Asst. Secretary............... Carl Preske

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term: April 1994 - April 1997
George Angeloro Robert Ripberger
Anthony Buffa James Scherzi
Robert Cote William Sweredowski

Nominations for officers and directors
will be held open until (3) days prior to
(Continued on Page 5)

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
FOUNDED IN 1945
Published by the Oneida Lake As-
sociation, Inc., that its members
may be informed regarding the ac-
tivities of the Association. Oneida
Lake Association, Inc., was orga-
hized in 1945 to restore and pre-
serve the natural resources of

Oneida Lake and its environs.

OFFICERS
President......Joseph J. Mastriano
Vice President.......... Arnold Armani
Vice President........... Robert Chabot
Vice President......William Schriever
Treasurer................ Edwin Olmstead
Secretary................. Robert Gang ITT
Asst. Secretary............... Carl Preske

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term: April 1992 - April 1995
John Guilford Richard Percival
Dominick P. Maio Gerry Randall
Parker J. Stone Marshall O. Naumann

Term: April 1993 - April 1996
Richard Colesante Earl Pearson
Charles J. Engel, Jr. Kurt Snyder
Patrick A. Leone, Jr.  Walter Stewart

Term: April 1991 - April 1994
George Angeloro Robert Ripberger
Anthony Buffa James Scherzi

Robert Cote William Sweredowski
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
Angelo Angeloro Anton Kreuzer
Richard Brown Herbert McElroy
Ned Cookingham William Nass
Paul Cramer Roy Pulaski
Fred David Millard Rogers
Frank Gruenwald Anthony Sauer

James Heitzman Julian F. Stanczyk, Jr.
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Jigging your way to Oneida Lake Walleyes

by: Captain Tony Buffa

Dyed-in-the-wool walleye anglers
spend most of their effort jigging.
Why? Walleyes are suckers for jigs.
Although simplistic, that statement
is fairly axiomatic. If you want to
consistently catch more, and big-
ger walleyes, on Oneida Lake, then
make a commitment to perfect the

crafi of jigging.

Nice scoop by J. Michael Kelly, (Out-
door Editor/Post Standard)while Jim
Sollecito, (landscaper) hooks another
walleye. This duo can frequently be
found double-teaming the walleyes on
Oneida Lake with Capt. TonyBuffa
Certainly, there are merits to using
live bait in an anchored or drifting
mode, for attracting ole marble eyes;
but by comparison, the jig, far and
away out-fishes those presentations.
Simply put, the jig is more efficient
and more precise. Live bait requires
care in handling and lacks the abil-
ity to effectively fish weed enhanced
structures. With a jig, you have
some versatility.

Let’s assume you locate walleyes in
the 5 to 8 feet range, and the bot-
tom is a collage of weeds, rocks,
pepper grass, slime, and sand. Not
atypical of what you could find on
Oneida Lake. Headaches...and not
fish are what you can expect, if
you choose live bait over the jig in
such an environment. Once you
have decided to abandon bait and
embrace the jig, how do you know
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what size jig to use?

In this cluttered array of bottom fea-
tures, the 1/8 oz. would give the best
all-round performance. It is light
enough to slip through the weeds,
provided you just pull rather than
jerk upon sensing weed pressure.
Rocks are where the jig flaunts its
talent. The bumping, taping, hair
puffing action mesmerizes a bot-
tom foraging walleye as though it
were another one of Pavilov’s pro-
grammable dogs. Once in the pep-
per grass zone, simply reel the jig
in a standard retrieve mode while
shimmying the rod. This simulates
the swimming action of a minnow
meandering through the weeds.
And hang on, when that jig hits the
sand. The clouds created by the
pounding jig again frigger an ag-
gressive response from a foraging
walleye. This life-like movement
along the bottom is reminiscent of
an eel or lizard whipping its body
against the sand.

And how about the slime? Well,
you all know what slime will do to
live bait (natures straight-jacket).
One less worry when you’re work-
ing a jig. Sure the slime will ham-
per the effectiveness of your jig, but
at least it won't kill it. And you
won't need to change bait.

Every craft has its tools, and it's the
same with jig fishing. The wrong
rod and reel will sabotage rather than
enhance a jigging aficionado’s ef-
fort. A fast-action model rod is a
must. Basically, the top 1/3 of the
rod must support its harmonics. Stay
away from whippy tippys (noodle
rods); these are poor choices for
jigging. I do have a favorite!
Daiwa’s Procaster series in the
walleye model PR661-4RS-T, made
of metalized INS graphite has Power

Mesh construction with the fastest -
taper in the industry to insure better
hooksets. The jig and rod will re-
main perfectly synchronized with
each stroke or jerk of your arm. No
leftover rod harmonics to alter the
jig movement. And since the INS
graphite is not woven but rather in
a linear format, each message is
transmitted through the blank with
lightening-like speed.

And then there’s the question of jig
color. On Oneida, I’m partial to a
combination of yellows, greens, and
reds since yellow perch are a sig-
nificant part of a walleye’s diet. In
the absence of yellow perch, wall-
eyes will seek other prey. Gizzard
Shad have become a major player
in the Oneida forage base, so black/
white jigs also figure into the cache
of leaded lures. Browns, purples and
blacks seem to work well in the
deeper zones.

Bruce Yenawine of Syracuse, enjoys
his summer fishing trip on Oneida Lake
with Captain Tony Buffa. This nice 22"
walleye, took a Paone jig off the bot-
tom at buoy 117.

When walleyes are your target, re-
member the jig! There is no better
way to pick the rocks, work the
weeds, slither through the grass and
pound the sand for an Oneida Lake
walleye.

If your planning an Oneida Lake
outing and need the services of
a professional guide, | would be
delighted to serve your recre-
ational needs. | can be reached
at; 9037 Lucas Road, Bridge-
port, New York 13030. Tele-
phone or Fax (315) 633-2694.
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Walleye/Perch
Spring - Summer
1994 Outlook ...
for Oneida Lake

by: Tom Chiotti
SENIOR AQUATIC BIOLOGIST
Cortland DEC Office
Walleye anglers can expect a good
year when the season opens in
May 1994. The reason is that the
1991 hatch of walleyes was large

and will add approximately -

400,000 fish to the population in
1995. These fish will be taken in
the 1994 catch, but will generally
be sub-legal. Anglers should not
be disappointed though because
these young fish-will increase the
level of competition for food with
the other walleyes making the le-
gal sized fish more vulnerable to
angling. The total population of
age 4 fish (those that are legal
sized) in 1994 is estimated to be
about 525,000. They will be com-
peting with the younger age 3 fish
from the 1991 hatch for food.
This competition will increase
chances for an excellent walleye
angling year. What could get in
the way? If the 1994 shad hatch
should be large, on the order of 750
million fry or more, then walleye
fishing could take a serious down-
turn by July 15 - August 1. The
fall and winter fishery would be
negatively impacted also. I think
that the chances for a large shad
hatch are relatively slim though, on
the order of one chance in three.
A more moderate sized shad hatch
of 250-500 million fry won’t af-
fect angling like it might normally.
This is because the total number
of walleyes that will be consum-
ing shad is high, on the order of
925,000 fish. Remember while
age three fish will generally be
sub-legal, they nevertheless will
consume considerable numbers of
young shad. The summer and fall
fishery for yellow perch has the
potential to be the best it has
been since 1984. A strong 1991
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hatch of yellow perch was also
produced. They will be in their
fourth growing season in 1994 and
are recruited to the adult popula-
tion at this age. The 1991 hatch
will add 1.7 million perch to the
population. The adult perch
population will swell to 2.7 mil-
lion in 1994, the highest it has
been since 1984. -

Oneida Lake’s
Most Precious
Resource

by Chuck Abate’

Here’s the quiz question for this
issue: What’s the single most
important concern of the
Oneida Lake Association? I’ll
give you a few hints. It’s not
Oneida Lake’s water quality, nor
is it completion of the walleye
hatchery in Constantia. It’s not
law enforcement on the Lake, nor
is it continued funding for im-
provements at the Lake’s public
launch sites. It’s not even the in-
vasion of zebra mussels and other
species which could threaten the
balance of the Lake’s ecosystem.
Well, then, what is the most im-
portant concern of the Oneida
Lake Association? Giveup? The
answer is simple: it’s the mem-
bership of the O.L.A. Without
the loyalty and support of each
and every one of YOU, the
O.L.A. would not even exist, and
therefore wouldn’t be able to
lobby for its various environmen-
tal and recreational causes on be-
half of Oneida Lake.

The officers of the Oneida Lake
Association would like to take
this opportunity to thank every
one of its members for the con-
tributions you make to the Asso-
ciation. Of course, your yearly
dues are greatly appreciated, and
help to finance the Association’s
yearly mailings to its member-
ship, as well as other costs asso-
ciated with the Association’s po-
litical lobbying and advocacy of
your concerns about Oneida

Lake. But even more important
to the O.L.A. is the contribution
that all of you make by your on-
going dedication to the Associa-
tion, and your shared passion
about the continued welfare of
Oneida Lake and its wealth of
sporting and recreational oppor-
tunities.

The officers of the O.L.A. are
sincerely grateful for your com-
mitment to the Association, and
hope to count you among its
membership for many more years
to come. Please don’t assume
that your individual member-
ship in the O.L.A. "doesn’t mat-
ter". The Association needs ev-
ery one of its members in order
to remain strong, just as an an-
chor line needs each of its indi-
vidual fibers to maintain its own
integrity. Every new O.L.A.
member is treasured by the As-
sociation, and so is every indi-
vidual who renews membership
year after year, because each
member increases the
Association’s political clout, and
assures that the collective con-
cerns and desires of the O.L.A.
membership will be heard and
taken seriously. Every single
member helps better persuade
various political, law enforce-
ment, and other agencies that the
O.L.A. represents a broad-based
and growing constituency whose
voices cannot be ignored.
Every time the Association loses
a former member, it loses far
more than that person’s dues—it
also loses that person's political
voice and passion for the con-
cerns we all share about Oneida
Lake. The O.L.A. would like to
remind you of something you all
know, even though it often goes
unsaid: YOU ARE OUR MOST
PRECIOUS RESOURCE. We
are thankful for your loyal sup-
port of the Association, and we
hope that your love of Oneida
Lake’s beauty and your concern
for the Lake’s welfare will moti-
vate you to remain a member of
the O.L.A. for many, many years
to come. ™

Oneida Lake Bulletin




New York Canal
System Changes
Hands

by: Charles J. Engel, Jr.
After passage of a constitutional
amendment, in 1992 the New York
Legislature enacted and Governor
Cuomo approved the transfer of re-
sponsibilities for the operation and
maintenance of New York’s canal sys-
tem, including the Erie Canal, from
the Department of Transportation to
the New York State Thruway Author-
ity. The Erie Canal includes Oneida
Lake. The legislation, named Thru-
way 2000, also established a 24-mem-
ber Canal Recreationway Commission
to prepare a statewide master plan for
the revitalization of recreational uses
of the canal system.
Consultants were engaged by the
Recreationway Commission to per-
form the studies necessary for the
master plan. This work is nearing
completion and will be available this
year.
Benjamin Manton is the Program
Manager for the Central New York
Regional Planning and Development
Board. The CNY Board was created
by the Legislature to promote the de-
velopmental interests of Onondaga,
Madison, Cayuga and Oswego coun-
ties. One-fifth of the entire canal sys-
tem is located in these four counties.
New York has six additional regional
Boards.
Mr. Manton’s organization is respon-
sible for the submission of a regional
plan for the four counties that will be
submitted to the Canal Recreationway
Commission for consideration in the
preparation of the statewide master
plan. The local plan is now mostly
completed.
According to Mr. Manton, the CNY
Board’s regional plan will focus on
goals of increasing user facilities and
services; stimulating economic devel-
opment in communities through
which the canal system passes, and
protecting and enhancing cultural, his-
toric and environmental resources.
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In preparing the CNY Board’s plan
Mr. Manton’s organization obtained
information concerning land uses
along canal shores, which include the
residential and commercial land uses
along the shores of Oneida Lake; an
inventory of canal-related facilities,
including marinas, boat launches, res-
taurants and grocery stores; and an in-
depth analysis of boater services avail-
able at marinas such as boat hoists,
pump-outs, showers, fuel, repairs, etc.,
whether on-site or within one-quarter
mile.

Sylvan Beach and Brewerton have
been designated as “Canal Ports”,
which are places where the largest
number of canal-related services are
available. Oswego, Fulton, Phoenix
and Three Rivers are also Canal Ports,
an important designation in revitaliza-
tion efforts.

The master plan aims at future canal-
side development — but without mak-
ing available the use of public funds.
Canal Corporation funds will be used
for marketing and promotion, in-
creased public access, and improved
location signage and markers. The
Corporation will promote, but not ac-
tively engage in private investment.
An important change was made by the
Legislature for the purpose of encour-
aging private investment. Formerly,
leases of canal land for private devel-
opment were limited to terms of one
year with provision for cancellation
on 30 days notice. No one would
readily invest any significant sum of
money for such a short term, with the
possibility of early termination. The
amendment permits non-cancelable
leases for up to forty years.

The primary use of Canal Corporation
money — to be obtained from canal
tolls, leasing revenues and income
from power generation — will be the
operation and maintenance of the ca-
nal system-which the Corporation in-
tends to improve. It is also aware of
the fact that some canal facilities have
deteriorated and that capital improve-
ments may be required.

The Canal Corporation will not be in-
volved in flooding problems. Accord-

ing to Mr. Manton, other agencies,
State and Federal, have jurisdiction
over flood prevention and patrol.

All of this appears to be in a forma-
tive stage. Benefits to Central New
York will be sought and followed by
your Association and reported to you.

Election Of Officers
(Continued from Page 2)

the Annual Meeting, that is until April
24,1994. A petition, that is to be signed
by at least fifty (50) OLA members in
good standing, may state the name of
a member or members the petitioners
wish to nominate as officer or director.
The petition must be served on any
present OLA officer no later than three
(3) days before the Annual Meeting. It
will be mandatory that the names on
any such petition be placed on the list
with the persons nominated by the
Committee, all in alphabetical order, for
election at the Annual Meeting.

OLA's Secretary will make the mem-
bership list available for inspection by
an OLA active member on request.
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OLA ANNUAL MEETING AT
HENNINGER HIGH SCHOOL ON
APRIL 27,1994

by Tony Buffa

On Wednesday, April 27, the
O.L.A. will hold its 49th annual
meeting at the Henninger High
School auditorium. Note that this
is our second year at this site.
Doors will open at 6 p.m. Early at-
tendance is encouraged so that you
can enjoy our numerous exhibits.

This year’s list of exhibitors will
include Skipp Wells with Berkley
products, Capt. Gerry Bresadola
and Tony Noce with Lowrance
depth finding equipment. Robbie
Pirchier will have a display of
Daiwa rods and reels along with
an assortment of lures from Luhr-
Jensen.

Joe Prince, of Prince
Mastercraft will be on hand with
his display of Super Ski planer
boards and accessories. Dom Bello,
founder of Islander Lures will have
his product line on display. Paone’s
Bait & Tackle of Lakeport will be
on hand and give a demonstration
on jig tying. Captains Daryll and
Connell Raate will be demonstrat-
ing and selling the "Fisherman's
Knot-Tying Tool”. They will also
be selling logo patches related to
hunting and fishing. Capt. Ray
Brown will represent Storm Lures
and answer your questions regard-
ing his proven Oneida lake walleye
trolling techniques. Capt. Ray will
also sponsor a drawing for a
charter on Oneida lake, the pro-
ceeds will be donated to OLA.

While at the meeting, you will
be able to register for the annual
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Cicero Lions Club Walleye
Derby, which for the third time will
include extra money prizes for those
derby winners who are also mem-
bers of the OLA. Association mem-
bership renewals and signups will
begin at 6:15 PM. You need not be
amember to attend, but only mem-
bers will be eligible for the drawing
of five $100.checks.

This year’s meeting will begin
promptly at 7:00 P.M. and a short
business meeting will ensue. Dr.
Lars Rudstam , a senior research
ichthyologist at the Shackleton Bio-
logical Field Station will update our
membership on the condition of the
walleye, and Yellow Perch fishery.
Dr. Ed Mills, also from the
Shackleton Point field station will
provide an update on Zebra Mussel
infestation in Oneida Lake. Assem-
blyman Michael Bragman will be
in attendance and inform the mem-
bership on the progress and status
of projects affecting Oneida Lake.
We expect a visit from our newly
appointed conservation Commis-
sioner, Langdon Marsh, who as-
sumes the new post with a long his-
tory of fish and wildlife experience.

The Association will award its
coveted “Conservationist of the
Year'' plaque to an outstanding sup-
porter of local conservation. The
meeting will then close with the
drawing for the cash and distribu-
tion of door prizes. This year’s
meeting should be both fun and
informative; so bring your family
and friends |

Zebra Mussels
in Oneida Lake
and other New
York Waters:
An Update

by: Edward L. Mills
Department of Natural Resources

The zebra mussel (Dreissena
polymorpha) has received wide-
spread attention in recent years be-
cause of its potential impact on food
webs of freshwater lakes and its
impact on industry via its fouling
of water intake pipes along lake
shores. In 1991, a second species of
Dreissena was discovered in Lake
Ontario and adjacent waterways and
was given the working name of
“quagga” after an extinct African
relative of the zebra. Current evi-
dence suggests the quagga became
established in the Great Lakes (i.c.
Lake Erie) as early as 1987 and both
mussel species were likely trans-
ported to North American waters in
the ballast water of transoceanic
ships. Morphologically, the most
distinguishing feature of the quagga
is that it lacks the flattened ventral
side characteristic to the zebra mus-
sel. There also appears to be a physi-
ological separation between the two
mussels as the upper lethal tempera-
tures of zebra mussels are signifi-
cantly higher than for quagga mus-
sels. To date, Comell researchers
have identified the quagga as
Dreissena bugensis based on genetic
analyses and believe that the North
American population of quagga
originated from the former Soviet
Union in the Dneiper River from the
Ukralne (formerly Russia).

Large inland lakes like Oneida, Ca-
yuga, Seneca, and Champlain are all
connected to rivers and canals and
all have established zebra mussel
populations. Undoubtedly, zebra
mussel populations will eventually
become established in other inland
lakes but their spread to these wa-
ters will take longer than was ini-

tially thought. (Continued on Page 8)
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Letters from Your OLA! (working for YOU)

March 8, 1994

Michael J. Bragman, Assemblyman
118th District

305 South Main Street

North Syracuse, New York 13212

Dear Assemblyman Bragman:

As you know, the Oneida Lake Asso-
ciation (OLA) represents approximately
4000 members dedicated to the resto-
ration and preservation of the Oneida
Lake ecosystem. The purpose of this
letter is to express the OLA's concern
with various activities aimed at control-
ling lake water levels in order to pre-
vent occasional shoreline flooding. To
date, there has been considerable at-
tention focused on the control of lake
water levels as a result of last year's
springtime flooding and the record
snowfall of this past winter. Although
the OLA is sympathetic towards those
who suffered as a result of the atypical
weather conditions, the near hysteria
that has resulted carries with it the view
that the water should be manipulated
solely to control flooding. We believe
that this approach can result in serious
environmental harm. Rather, the OLA
endorses a balanced and cooperative
approach which can be accomplished
through the development of a plan
which addresses all impacts which can
result from the manipulation of water
levels.

Oneida Lake is one of the great natural
assets shared by all citizens of the state.
In fact, our membership consists of in-
dividuals from communities around the
lake, as well as individuals from around
the state and some other states. Com-
peting demands on utilization of the
lake’s resources are driven primarily by
the values individuals or organizations
place on their particular interest. As an
organization founded on the principle
of restoration and preservation of the
natural resources of the lake and its en-
virons, we strongly recommend that
policies and procedures employed by
regulating agencies be coordinated in
order to best address individual areas
of concern while ensuring that the en-
vironmental —"health” of the ecosys-
tem is not harmed. Therefore, we rec-
ommend that the NYSDEC Division of
Water, the NYSDEC Division of Fisher-
ies and Wildlife, the NYS Thruway Au-
thority, the US Army Corp. of Engineers,
the state-appointed Oneida Lake Advi-
sory Committee, and the OLA meet to
discuss all issues related to control of
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water levels. We would also recom-

mend that, as a result of these meet-

ings, a formal lake level management
plan be developed and implemented.

The OLA believes that the development

and implementation of a formal plan

would prevent the type of short-term or
narrow approach being promoted by
certain individuals and organizations as
appropriate methods to prevent flood-
ing. Specifically, we are concerned that
drastic alteration of the lake’s water level
could result in adverse effects such as:

1) winter fish Kills;

2) destruction of the shallow water flora
and fauna through the dewatering
and freezing of sediments in the bays
and shoals which make up a substan
tial portion of Oneida Lake;

3) destruction of wetlands and the at
tendant effects of plants and animals
dependent upon wetlands for protec
tion and propagation; and

4) the possible adverse effects on boat
ing, fish spawning, and recreation
should water levels fail to recover
during the spring from any additional
winter drawdown.

Knowing your commitment to Oneida

Lake and your continued support of our

Association’'s commitment, we are look-

ing forward to working with you and the

involved agencies in implementing a

reasonable and rational management

strategy. Should you have any ques-
tions or comments, please feel free to
contact me.

Sincerely,

JOSEPH J. MASTRIANO President

cc:John Meldrim, NYS Thruway Author.

John Campagnie, OLAC

Ralph Manna, NYSDEC Region 7

Tom Brown, NYSDEC Region 6

Ken Wich, NYSDEC

Mike Smith, US Army Corp.
Engineering-Buffalo

March 9, 1994

Mr. John Proud

Regional Wildlife Manager

P. 0. Box 5170

Cortland, New York 13045-5170

Dear John:

About one year ago, our association
wrote you regarding our concern over
the loss of wetland habitat within the
NYSDEC Three Mile Bay Wildlife Man-
agement area. A long-standing bea-
verdam (over 20 years old) had flooded
between 100 and 200 acres of wetland
habitat that served as a home for nu-

merous species of animals and plants.
This dam was breached (either natu-
rally or by man) about five years ago,
leaving the wetland predominantly dry.
Your response to our initial letter indi-
cated that you recognized the problem,
however, this project was a low priority
on a statewide basis. In response to our
second letter, Ken Wich restated that
this project was a low priority and he
suggested that the Oneida lake Asso-
ciation continue to work with NYSDEC
regional staff regarding this issue.
We are disappointed that the NYSDEC
has allowed this once productive and
valuable wetland to go by unattended.
We understand that beavers have at-
tempted to re-flood the area but have
been unsuccessful. It is possible that
humans have continued to interfere with
this process.
We believe there are long-term and
short-term solutions to this problem.
We understand that an expensive wa-
ter control structure for the area might
be low priority, considering the fiscal
problems NYSDEC has recently en-
countered. However, we believe that
with very little effort an earthen dam
(incorporated into the existing breached
beaverdam) could be constructed. The
breach in the existing beaver dam is
only about 4 to 6 feet wide. The rest of
the channel is somewhat blocked by the -
old beaver dam. We believe that with a
backhoe, suitable material to recon-
struct the dam, and a few good men
this wetland could be restored with very
little expense and time. This inexpen-
sive, short-term solution would provide
relief and restore the flooded area while
we wait out the years when funding a
permanent control structure becomes
a high priority. Of course, any improve-
ments to this area needs to be moni-
tored by NYSDEC law enforcement
personnel to ensure efforts and expen-
ditures are protected.
The Oneida lake Association is ready
to assist in any way we can to get this
project off the ground. We would be
glad to volunteer manpower to effect a
short-term solution to the problem and
we are willing to support efforts to se-
cure funding for a long-term solution.
Yours truly,
JOSEPH J. MASTRIANO, President
cc:Assembly Michael J. Bragman

Ken Wich, NYSDEC

RickCoppoza,CNY Wildfowlers,

President
Bob Gang, OLA, Secretary
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Oneida Fish
Cultural Station
Update

by: Richard T. Colesante
Senior Aquatic Biologist
The Oneida Fish Cultural Station
completed its first year of wall-
eye production. Approximately 160
million fry and 185,000 fingerlings
(4-5" in length) were stocked in New
York State waters. This first year
of production, although very suc-
cessful, was carried out amid con-
struction crews and engineers. The
hatchery is now complete and the
only people you’ll see there are
hatchery employees. Everyone is
looking forward to a “normal” wall-
eye run in the new building. Be-
cause of the severe winter, ice-out
isn’t expected until mid-April.
However, this could change; the lo-
cal newspapers will be kept up to
date on the ice conditions and the
walleye spawning run. The hatch-
ery will be open to the public from
8 am. - 3:30 p.m. every day from
4/1 - 9/30. Guided tours will be
available during the walleye run and
_can be arranged during the remain-
der of the production season. The
hatchery has a very nice visitor cen-
ter and the public will be able to
mingle in the rearing room during
egg take as was the case in the old
hatchery. So watch the newspapers
and plan a visit with your children
to the new fish cultural station. W

Zebra Mussels
(Continued from Page 6)

In Lakes Ontario and Erie, the pro-
portion of quagga mussel increases
with depth and declines with in-
creasing water temperature suggest-
ing that this mussel may be a cold
deepwater form. In addition, quagga
mussels are sparse or absent along
inland waterways and lakes of New
York State that are infested with
zebra mussels. Why these inland
water bodies are unsuitable for the
persistence of quagga populations is
unknown, but heavy infestations of
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zebra mussels competing for space
and/or food could explain why
quaggas appear to be excluded. In
Lakes Erie and Ontario, the current
spatial distribution of quaggas in
relation to that of zebra mussels
could also be a response to factors
other than water temperature. For
example, the quagga mussel could
merely be occupying the areas in
Lakes Erie and Ontario which were
not colonized earlier by zebra mus-
sels. Quagga mussels, initially out-
numbered by zebra mussels which
became firmly established in
nearshore waters. may simply be
occupying deeper waters (90 feet in
Lake Erie and over 400 feet in Lake
Ontario) because of the availability
of unused space. The lack of space
may also be forcing both species to
deeper waters. This argument is
supported by the fact that zebra and
quagga mussels co-exist at depths
to nearly 360 feet. On the other
hand, quagga mussels may be
poorly adapted morphologically to
occupy nearshore depths which are
subject to turbulence and wave ac-
tion. Quaggas are flattened laterally,
compared to the ventrally flattened
zebra mussel; this may allow the
latter to become more firmly at-
tached to hard bottom substrate ma-
terials and less prone to detachment

More intriguing is the apparent abil-
ity of both quagga and zebra mus-
sels to survive at depths in Lake
Ontario (>150 feet) where tempera-
tures rarely exceed 40 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Recent laboratory-y findings
do indeed indicate that the quagga
is less tolerant of high water tem-
peratures compared to the zebra
mussel and support the field find-
ings that adult quagga mussels can
survive in the deep cold waters of
lakes. Consequently, colonization of
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the deep waters of lakes by the
quagga mussel represents a new
threat to the integrity of deep water
lakes of New York State and el-
evates the potential ecological sig-
nificance of introduced mussels to
North American freshwaters. How-
ever, the quagga mussel will not be
a threat to Oneida Lake as summer
water temperatures are too high for
this mussel to survive.

In Oneida Lake, zebra mussel popu-
lations continue to expand and we
are now beginning to see some of
the ecological effects of this infes-
tation. For example, the waters of
Oneida Lake were very clearin 1993
due in part to the fact that zebra
mussels were removing algae from
the water column. In the spring of
1993. we estimated over 500 billion
mussels in the lake and this number
increased 20 to 30 percent in the
summer. Water clarity in Oneida

.Lake in July and early August was

the highest recorded by the Cornell
Biological Field Station in 30 years.
Because zebra mussels remove al-
gae from the lake they could rob
food from zooplankton (animal
plankton). There are indications
from 1993 that this impact is begin-
ning as zooplankton populations
were lower in 1993 compared to
pre-zebra mussel years. What this
all means to the prized Oneida Lake
walleye fishery is currently being
evaluated and we will continue to
look for signals of change in the next
couple of years. One thing we do
know is that the lake bottom which
is hard or sandy is covered with a
crust of mussels. In the sandy areas
where there are native clams, there
are reefs of mussels attached to the
clams on the lake bottom (see photo
of Oneida Lake bottom in 1993).
These native clams will be impacted
significantly. There are indications
from mussel collections in the fall
of 1993 that 50 % of the native clam
population in Oneida Lake is al-
ready gone. This loss reflects a loss
of animal diversity in Oneida Lake
and. in North America, a loss of
native clams which is the most di-
verse in the world. B
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Boat Works Ltd.
SOUTH BAY SALES

312 So. Main St. / Route 11 / North Syracuse

Hobie Cat Precision = Hobie One
Day Sailers Capri Canoes
Inflatables Dinghies Paddle Boats

Marine Supplies / Hardware / Accessories / Rigging
Spring Cleaning Supplies Now in Stock

Cleaners & Waxes Oils & Lubricants Trailer Parts
Motor Flushers Safety Equipment Paint

THE BOATING STORE...that's not just for boaters!
OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

(315) 458-8523

SRe

One Stop Headquarters For All Your Boating Needs.

FREMAC MARINE

Sales & Service
Celebrity, Sea Nymph
Genesis & Suncruiser Boats,
Trailers,

Johnson and Yamaha Motors
A Complete Line of JOHNSON &
YAMAHA Outboard & 1.0. Parts

Phone (315) 633-2661
Route 31, Lakeport, NY

)
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When it means a lot to you
- it means a loan from us.

Brewerton Office  Central Square Office  Constantia Office
676-5512 676-2121 623-7261

Camden Office
245-2020

MULLIGANS
=iy Sport Shop
212 State Fair Blvd.

Syracuse, NY

¢ Live Bait
¢ Discount Prices
\‘\\\\\.‘ * Fishing Tackle

Phone: (315) 471-8739

HARDTER
WELDING SUPPLY

PROPELLER
SERVICE & REPAIR
Inboard & Outboard
Repaired, Pitched & Balanced

204 Salina St., Liverpool, NY
Phone: 457-3181

I

Sylvan Beach Office
762-4424

Fleet Bank

Member FDIC

BREWERTON
PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy Chervinsky
REGISTERED PHARMACISTS
e Cosmetics
e Film - Cameras
» Bathing Supplies
e Suntan Preparations
e Sunburn Remedies

Next to the Bridge / BREWERTON, NEW YORK

Phone: 676-4441




Fishing For Captain

Home and Auto Protection ?

GET MET. IT PAYS.®

Richard J. Groll
Property & Casualty Specialist

Insurance for your
Home, Auto and Boat

(315) 453-2205

Metropolitan
Property and Casualty Insurance
and Affiliates™

Metropolitan Property and Casualty Insurance
Company, Warwick, RI

Tony Buffa's tq
FISHING CHARTERS

Lake Ontario
Noted for trophy size Trout & Salmon

"The Bandito"
30 Foot Sportcraft with a 10 Foot beam
and a 6 passenger capacity

Port: Oswego Marina, Oswego, NY

Oneida Lake
New York's Finest Walleye Fishery

"My Gal Cal"

# 23 Foot Solar with a 4 Passenger capacity
& Port: Thrall's Lakeport Marina

Lakeport, New York

Phone (315) 633-2694

Pal ’
a me.r S SERVING YOU SINCE 1913
Chevrolet-Buick-Geo
A Tradition For All Your [_ ﬂl:ﬂ’
Avutomotive Needs @ /3 ;
JIM LYBOLDT

Headquarters For ATALIEE SEMBER
America’'s #1 Selling Truck

We've Got the Hottest
Line of Trucks Built

- In America

WHATEVER TRUCK YOU NEED...
e 1, TONS ® % TONS  BLAZERS * 5-10's 4x4's
CHEVY TOUGH IS TAKING CHARGE

/. CHEVROLET
BUICK e e Beretta ® Corsica ® Cavalier ® Camaro
o Roadmaster © Park Avenue e Riviera * Caprice Classic * Lumina
Electra  LeSabre  Regal © Century © Skylark o All "GEO” Products

WFN&WW@WW

Palmer’s Chevroleti-Buick-Geo

Rt. 481, Fulton, N.Y. i e S -
315.598.2215  Since 1913 RENTAWRECK

THE
ONEIDA LARE
ASSOCIATION,

S——




Bersani’'s Sport & Marine
( On Oneida Lake )

e Evinrude Motors
¢ Peddle Boats
* Quick Repair Service

7047 Lakeshore Road
Phone: (315) 699-4853

PHILLIP COOK

Dealer of Conservation Products
2213 State Route 230
Dundee, New York 14837

(607) 243-5983
(800) 854-3373

Juanita Cook, Sales Assistant

BREWERTON

BOATYARD, INC.
COMPLETE MARINE SERVICE FACILITY
Service on all inboard & inboard/outboards

wood, fiberglass & metal hull repairs,
haulouts by marine railway to 24 Ft. wide.
Dealers for:

Volvo Penta & Force Outboards
Onan Marine Generators
Wayne E. Carroll Edward A. Carroll
(315) 676-3762

Bennett Street / Brewerton, New York /13029

Open- :
Year-Round

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

AEGIS
Group of Central New York Inc.

Eller-Eassa Agency

P.O. Box 3580

6250 South Bay Road
Syracuse, New York 13220

(315) 699-5195

American Arborlst

Complete Tree &
Landscaping Maintenance
West Elm Street

Oneida, NY 13421

Oneida 363-0024
Syracuse  437-8165
TERRY KARST - Manager

BORIO’S RESTAURANT

Overlooking Oneida Lake
6 min. from PennCan Mall ¢ Off Lakeshore Road

LUNCHES - DINNERS

RECEPTIONS « BANQUETS

CLOSED MONDAYS
699-2249

Like having BOSTON
in your backyard !

go /;.n ries Restaurant
\?\ER 3 & Marina
Marine Mechanic
On Premise
Public Boat Launching!
4 Seasonal or per Launch

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Seafood-Steaks-Pasta

Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake !
Thruway Exit 34, Canastota
3/4 mile west / Routes 13 & 31

(315) 697-7007

CES

Certified Environmental Services, Inc.
1401 Erie Boulevard East
Syracuse, New York 13210-1207
B Asbestos Surveys Asbestos Analysis

B Asbestos Abatement Laboratory Testing
Project Monitoring Environmental Audits

B TCLP Analysis Stack Testing
B Health & Safety Field Sampling
Services Sample Pick-Up
Asbestos & Lead Training Water Quality

]

B Waste Characterization Site Remediation

B Underground Storage Tank Project Management
Removal Monitoring B Drinking Water Analyses

New York State Department of Health Certified
NYSDOH ELAP ID #11246
New York State Department of Labor
Licensed Asbestos Contractor
NYSDOL License # AC-93-0415

IN-HOUSE LABORATORY SERVICES

COMPLETE CLIENT CONFIDENTIALITY

NYSDEC, NYSDO & USEPA APPROVED METODOLOGIES

DOCUMENTED CHAIN - OF - CUSTODY

STRICT QUALITY ASSURANCE /QUALITY CONTROL
(QA/QC) PRACTICES




For that personal and individual
service you expect for all your
Accounting & Tax needs...

CALL :
J & K Accounting Service

Inquire about our DISCOUNT for

all current OLA members!
Telephone (315) 652-1018 Fax (315) 652-6938

MWeher's Restaurant

German Specialties & Catering

Fresh Steaks & Chops Fresh Seafood
German Specialties Weekend Specials
Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
12 Beers on Tap

FISHING
CHARTERS

on Oneida Lake
New York State's Finest Walleye Fishery
You'll fish on the "OBSESSION II" a
26 foot Thompson Hardtop with a 10 foot

beam and a 6 passenger capacity!
We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment!

USCG Licensed Captain / Fully Insured
For Information & Reservations on

our Six and Three Hour Trips, call:

820 Danforth Street i =
Corner of First North (315) 472 0480 (31 5) 623 9886
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